Octobers' 1965 to 1970 - Marine Tanks & Ontos Action
This is the seventh of what is intended to be a monthly feature of abstracted Tank and Antitank Command Chronologies. This Breech Block – October 2013 – will give you a brief overview of the action in which the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Tanks and Antitanks were involved in during each October that they were in-country. For the complete command chronologies, please visit our Foundation website http://www.mcvthf.org where Pappy Reynolds has posted the Tank and Antitank CCs. Most of the CCs are 100-300 pages in length with material that is of only marginal interest to most. I will attempt to feature that data which is of prime interest. If we’ve omitted areas that you would like to see included in these monthly abstracts, please let us know. If you served in Tank or Ontos units during a month of October and can recall some experiences that you would like others to read jot them down and send them to us. Pictures with captions are of particular interest. Nearly all of the material you send us will find its way into one of our publications and The Book.

     Please note that, the Battalion Command Chronologies routinely list all the principle staff officers. However, we will provide only the C.O.’s, X.O.’s, Operations, and Logistics Officers. Also, you will see the names of the C.O.s of H&S and the letter companies. It is our hope that our readers (and would-be authors) who can recall the names of their Officer, Staff NCO, and NCO Leaders as well as others with whom they served, will send us their names. Those Marines are a part of our history which needs to be made known. We serve our Brothers well by recording their names in history. 

     Also, you are encouraged to access the Foundation’s Map Chronology that Pappy has created http://www.mcvthf.org. There you may find out exactly where your unit - battalion, company, often platoon, and occasionally section - was located at any given time. If you do not find your unit on one of Pappy’s several maps, let us know. Also is plotted the exact location and statistics of every Tanker and Ontos crewman who was killed in action.

     And finally, you will note that the abstracts may looks a bit "ragged" with the cut and paste of the original Command Chronologies into the abstract format. Aside from the fact that we do not have the time and available person power to re-type the CC's reports, with the original CCs posted as written we have obviated typing errors. The cut/paste gives you exactly how the CC was typed at the company and battalion headquarters some 44-48 years ago. (Here place the link to the Tank & ATs Command Chronologies for September that follow)
October 1966
First Tanks:
Commanding Officer: LtCol J.W. Clayborne

Executive Officer: Maj R.D. McKee

Operations Officers: Capt's R.G. McPherson & F.U. Salas

Logistics Officers: Maj T.M. Bryant & Capt G.E. Hooker

Battalion CP Da Nang (AT 998722)
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H&S C.O.: Maj J.P. McGill
Location: Same as Bn CP
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C.O. Company “A”: Capt C.R. Brabec
Location: Chu Lai (BT 515040)
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C.O. Company “B”: Capt L.E. Cherico
Location: Da Nang (AT 945763)
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C.O.s Company “C”: Capt F.U. Salas & 1stLt C.E. Barnett
Location: Da Nang (BT 066715)
[image: image6.emf]
October 1967
First Tanks:
Commanding Officer: LtCol R.M. Taylor

Executive Officer: Maj V.J. Gentile

Operations Officer: Maj R.M. Croll

Logistics Officer: Maj J.A. SchuyLer
Location: Da Nang (AT 977723)
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H&S C.O.: Capt C.R. Casey
Location: Da Nang (AT 997723) Same as Bn CP.

C.O. Company “A”: Capt R.W. Maddox
Location and Operations Summary: Tam Ky (BT 133445) & Da Nang (977723)
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C.O. Company “B”: Capt R.E. Roemer
Location and Operations Summary: Da Nang (AT 962621)
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C.O. Company “C”: Capt R.D. Gunselman
Location and Operations Summary:  Da Nang (BT074659)
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October 1968
First Tanks:
Commanding Officer: LtCol M.C. Ashley, Jr

Executive Officer: Maj R.H. Graham

Operations Officers: Maj J.T. Garcia & Capt J.B. Terpak

Logistics Officer: Maj D.R. Sparks
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 997723)
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The 4 major operations were: 
Gerrard Bay. Co. "C" in support of 2/1






Mameluke Thrust. Co. "B" 






Henderson Hill. Co. "B" 






Maui Peak. Co. "B " 
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H&S Company C.O.s : Capt's R.A. Doyle & J.K. Marlatt & Maj B.E. Davidson
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 997723) 

C.O. Company “A”(-)(Rein): Capt B.R. Montgomery
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 936782) 
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C.O.s Company “B” (Rein): Capt's D.G. Henderson & R.A. Doyle
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 962621) [image: image15.emf]
C.O. Company “C” (Rein): Capt R.T. Hopkins
Location and Operations Summary: CP (BT 078663) 
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C.O.s Company “A”, 1st AT Bn: 1st G.B. Search & Capt F.P. Briseno
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT997723)
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October 1969
First Tanks:
Commanding Officer: LtCol L.R. Butler

Executive Officer: Maj R.D. Becker

Operations Officer: Maj J.P. Senik

Logistics Officer: Maj G.E. Berbaum
Location and Operations Summary: Da Nang (AT 997723)
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H&S C.O.: Maj H.G. Duncan
Location and Operations Summary: Da Nang (AT 997723) Same as Bn CP.
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C.O. Company “A” (-): 1stLt P.H. McMath
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 997723) 
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C.O. Company “B” (Rein): 1st Lt J.M. Lidyard
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 962621)
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C.O.s  Company “C” (Rein): Capt's J.K. Marlatt &T.W. Kelly
Location and Operations Summary: CP (BT 135454) 
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C.O.s Company “A” (Rein), 1st AT Bn: 1stLt's  B.J. Bethel & r.B. Goodrich
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 997723) 
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C.O. Company “A” (-), 5th Tank Bn: Capt M.F. Shisler
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 997723) 
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October 1965
First Antitanks:
Commanding Officer: LtCol W. Moore

Executive Officer: Maj R.E. Harris

Operations Officer: Maj A.J. Eagan

Logistics Officer: Maj J.J. Keefe
Location & Operations Summary: Camp Pendleton, CA

H&S Company C.O.: Capt J.W. Schroeder
Location: Camp Pendleton, CA
C.O. Company “A”, 1st AT Bn: 1stLt B.J. Bethel

C.O. Company “B”, 1st AT Bn: 2ndLt F.S. Roe

C.O. Company “C” 1st AT Bn: 1stLt W.F. Snyder

Note: The month of October is included in the un-formatted "Command Chronology - July thru December 1965". The document is a narrative with no specific, format making it difficult to summarize. However, the narrative style is quite comprehensive and covers much more detail than the formatted CC. Plus the chain of comand includes the platoon leaders which is largely absent from the norm for CC's. For those interested in details of this period of 1st AT you are encouraged to access the Foundation's web site at http://www.mcvthf.org, go to the command chronologies page and follow the prompts to the applicable chronology.
October 1966
First Antitanks:
Commanding Officer: Maj R.E. Harris

Executive Officer: Maj M.F. Manning

Operations Officer: Maj J.J. Burke, Jr.

Logistics Officer: Capt C.R. Vanhorn
Location & Operations Summary: 
Note: To attempt to summarize the Command Chronology of 1st AT's is an injustice. The Ontos were everywhere! There was no job too large or too small for the ontos to be involved. The command chronologies are detailed down to names of crews. This level of detail is found nowhere else in the archives of command chronologies. If you want to research further into the actions of Ontos you are encouraged to read the complete command chronologies, accessed through the Foundation's web site. Tank CCs are up to 400+ pages much of which is of slight interest (being generous) to most. However, the Ontos CCs are 13+ pages long and they are action filled and detailed. To complicate reporting, the Ontos Battalions were phased out halfway through the war and their actions strained through the sieve of the supporting respective Tank Battalions. From that point on, Tank's CCs mostly mentioned the attached Ontos in passing and very little of what the Ontos did was reported in any great detail. 
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H&S Company C.O.: 1stLt M.H. Collier
Location & Operations Summary: Camp Pendleton, CA
C.O. Company “A”(-): Capt D.M. Hutson
[image: image28.emf][image: image29.emf]
C.O. Company “B" (Rein): Capt T.F. Dempsey
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C.O. Company “C”: Capt R.J. Esposito
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October 1967
First Antitanks:
Commanding Officer: LtCol P.D. Reissner, Jr.

Executive Officers: Maj's P.S. Galligan & P.G. Padke

Operations Officer: Cpat G.K. Robinson, Jr.

Logistics Officer: 1stLt V.C. Davis
Location & Operations Summary: 
[image: image32.emf][image: image33.emf]
Note: Unique to the Ontos Battalion was its approach to producing the monthly command chronologies. First, they are more narative and reader friendly. Second, the companies submit their command chronologies and they appear in whole as annexes to the battalion's.

H&S Company C.O.: Cap B.A. Vredeveld
Location: 
C.O. Company “A”(-): Capt C.E. Woods
Location: Quang Tri
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C.O. Company “B" (Rein): Capt A.R. Green, Jr.
Location: Hill 63, Quang Tin & Duong Son
[image: image35.emf]C.O. Company “C”: Capt W.E Nelson
Location: Da Nang
[image: image36.emf]
October 1965
Third Tanks
Commanding Officer: LtCol M.L. Raphael

Executive Officer: Maj J.G. Doss, Jr. 

Operations Officers: Capt J.B. Donovan, Jr. & Maj H.L. Maxwell

Logistics Officer: Maj F.W. Coates
Location & Operations Summary: DaNang (AT 991710)
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H&S Company C.O.: Capt H.A. Bertrand Jr.
Location: Da Nang (AT 991710)
[image: image38.emf]
C.O. Company “A”: Capt F.W. Jarnot 
Location: Da Nang (AT 946762)
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C.O. Company “B”: Capt A.E. Lee
Location: Da Nang (AT 067710)

C.O.s Company “C”: 1stLt J.D. Sparks & Capt E.L. Erickson 
Location: Chu Lai (BT 531094)
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C.O. Company "B", 1st Tanks: Capt A.L. Lamb
Location: Chu Lai (BT 548060)
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October 1966
Third Tanks
Commanding Officer: LtCol W.R. Corson

Executive Officers: Maj's J.G. Doss, Jr. & E.R. Larson

Operations Officers: Maj's Maj E.R. Larson & E.L. Tunget

Logistics Officers: Capt R.E. Downard & 2ndLt R.J. Bright
Location & Operations Summary: DaNang (AT 989708)
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H&S Company C.O.s: 1stLt's M.F. Beirne IV & R.D. McDaniel
Location & Operations Summary: DaNang (AT 989708)

C.O.s Company “A”: Capt A.W. Facklam Jr. 
Location & Operations Summary: Prairie (YD 063544)
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C.O.s Company “B”: Capt E.L. Tunget & 1stLt D.B. Garner
Location & Operations Summary: DaNang (AT 962611)
[image: image49.emf] [image: image50.emf] [image: image51.png]19 October 1966: At 191215H while in support of elements of 2/3 at (»T-
876573) tanks fired 90mm rounds at an enemy supply train at (uT 848557).
Results of the fire wus undetermined, as the area was not searched,

st 191500 while in sugport of elements of 2/3 at (AT 876573) tanks
fired 90mm rourds at an enemy su.ply train at (aT 848555)., Results of
the firc was undetermined as the arca wus not scarched,

it 19221CH while in support of elements of 1/26 at (4T 919546), tanks
delivered 90mm and .30 caliber wachinegun fire at a light 100 mcters south
of the friendly position. Results of the fire was undeteruincd as the
area was not scarched, but the light was extinguished.

20 October 1966: &t 201700H while in support of elements of 1/26 at (LT=
901549 ) tanks received.auttmatic weapon fire fram (AT 9G2548). The tanks de-
livered 90mm, .30 & .50 caliber machinegun fire into the arca. Results

of the fire was undetermined. The area was not scarched.

21 October 1966: &t 21150CH while in support of elements of 1/26 at

T 968583) tanks and infantry received sniper fire from an enemy posi-
tion at (AT 965587). The tanks delivered 9CGmm, 30 & 450 caliber machine
gun fire into the arca. Results unknown as the area was not scarched.

22 October 1966: 4t 221415H while in support of cloments of 1/26 and
while on a sweep at (AT 968594 ) tanks and infantry received sniper fire
from (~T 96860L). The tanks recturned fire with 90mm, .30 & .50 caliber
machinegun fire. Results of fire: 1 VC KBGF confirmed.

23 October 1966: At 231615H while in support of elements of 1/26 at (AT-
9256125 and %AT 967605) tanks and infantry received a heavy volume of
small ams fire from (4T 973613) and (uT 961602). The tanks returned fire
with 90mm and .30 caliber machinegun firc, Illesults of fire unknown as
the area was not swirched,

30 October 1966: At 30200CH while in support of elements of 1/26 at (4T -
91,7605 ) tanks received 60 raurds small arms fire from an estimated 2 automat-
ic weapons at (aT 969605)., The tanks returned fire with .30 caliber
machineguns. Results of firing were undetermined as the area was not
searched, :

31 Otober 1966: it 311800H while in support of elements of 2/3 at (4T -
878576) tanks fired 90mm rounds at 2 VC with rifles occupying an observa-
tion post at (AT 882555). The VG had been spotted by infantry with a 20
power teclescope. These VC were belicved to be part of a suiper squad op-
erating in the area. Direct hits were obscrved on the target. The area
was not searched due to the intevining river., The tanks wure credited
with 2 VC KBGF probable, '
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C.O. Company “C”: Capt P.F. Lassard
Location & Operations Summary: Prairie (YD 246599)
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October 1967
Third Tanks
Commanding Officer: LtCol F.D. Chapman

Executive Officer: Maj B.M. MacLaren

Operations Officers: Capt C.L. Sale & Maj C.J. Samulesen

Logistics Officer: Maj R.E. Finney
Location & Operations Summary: Phu Bai
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OPERATIONS AND TRAINING :

The 3d Tank Battalion was engaged inrfour oporsticns
during the month of October; however, poor conditionsg of
trafficability resulting from heavy rains in late September
and early October, reduced the role played by the tanks.

Operation Kingfisher, Thig operation continued throughe
out e month, fmeompasses the arca which includes gio Linh,
— Con Thien;, and cam Lo. Platoons of Company "A", of this Bagt-
alion were in direct support of 1st and 34 Battalions of the
9th Marine Regiment, and 2nd ang 3d Battalions of the Lith
Marine Regiment, sxd the 34 Battalion orf the 3d Marine Regiment.,
During the month units were primarily involved in counter- .
battery fire against Comunist Artillery. In the direct fire

Tanks of Company "B" also were engaged in Operation King-
fisher in Support of the lst and 34 Battalions of the 9th Mare
ine Regiment, The Company "B" units were primarily
Involved 1in the indirect fipe role,

Ogeration Granite. The 1st and 3d Platoons of Company "g"
rarticIpats n 8 operation in Support of the 1lst Battalion
L4th Marine Regiment, mhe tanks were used fop fire support
in the indirect role, Two tmks of the 3d Platoon accompanied

infantry units on a daylight sweep in the operation; however
no contoct was made with the ehemy,

Ogeration Ardmore, Tank 90-millineter guns fired indirect
and H& res with hconclusive results, These tanks of the
3d Platoon, Company "g" ¢ontinued in support of the 26th
Marine Regiment in Khe Sanh,

Gio Linh., Tmks of the 34 Flatoon, Company "pn remained
in weII-empIaced positions ang fired countug?%aZtery miggw
lons ageinsg Communist artillery in and north of the JeM.Z,
while reinforcing 12th Composite Artillery Battalion,

The loeationg of the gun companies and their support
units were gg follows:

Comapny "pn (Rein) (=) « D/S 9th MarRegt (Dong Ha)
Company "B" (Rein) (=) - D/3 34 MarRegt (Camp Carroll)
3d Platoon, Company "B" . p/g 26th MarRegt (Khe Sanh)
Company "g" (Rein) Q{§Ag§p MerRegt (Comp Evans)
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H&S Company C.O.: 1stLt A.W. Hauser
Location & Operations Summary: Phu Bai

C.O.s Company “A”: Capt's G.G. Jacobsen & G.W. Baker
Location & Operations Summary: Dong Ha

[image: image61.png]2 0ctober 1967: "A"LU1 fired (6) 90mm W.P. & (1,000) .30 eal
at enemy ouEs;de of perimeter, w/negative results. -
N o - ~”§é};— S«3 Journal, 20ct67 Intry 1
12 October 1967: "A"-U1 fired (9) 90mm W.P. at 57 RR position,
I-57T RR proEaS%y destroyed.

Ref: §=-3 Journal 120cté7 Entry 2
13 October 1967: "A"~21 fived (10) 90mm HeE., (2) 90mm H.E.A.T,
and "A"- red (10) 90mm H.E. on request of 2/l at enemy 0,.P. -
Result- 0.P, destroyed,
| Ref: S-3 Journal 130ct67 Entry 1

13 October 1967: "A"21 fired (4000) ,30 cal, "A"-25 fired
o . cal. at possible enemy C.P. with possible destruction
of C.P,

Ref: 8-3 Journal 130ct67 Entry 3

1% October 1967: "A"-21 and "A"-25 fired (6890) .30 cal and
oV c¢al each at enemy probing lines of 2/l;. Results were
negative,

Ref: S-3 Journal 140ct67 Entry 1

1L October 1967: "A"-21 fired (1) 90mm H.E., (3) 90m can,
. cal at enemy troops in heavy brush with utilmown
results,

Ref: S-3 Journal 140ct67 Entry 3
1% October 1967: "A"-21 and "A"-25 fired (5) 90mm W.P. and
- mm Helis prep fire for sweep with negative results,
Ref: 8-3 Journal 140ct67 Entry 6
16 October 1967: "A".2l fired (4) 90mm H.E. on preplanned
targets that were suspected enemy approach routes on request
from 12th Mar. Prov. Arty., Bn. wlth negative results,

Ref: §-3 Journal 160ct67 Entry h

16 October 1967: "A"-22 forward fired (4) 90mm H.E. in area to
® covered by patrol on request from 3/3 with hegative results,



 [image: image62.png]18 October 19673 "A"-21 fired (3) 90mm H.E., (2) W.P:s and

- re ) 90mn W,P, counter mortor fire with negative
results, - :

Ref: 'S-3 Journal 180ct67 Entry 2

18 Octcber 1967: "A“~31 and "A"-32 went out as a relief colurm
with a unIEWQT,inrantry,gn,nequestﬁcf,a patrol which took one
WIA. No contact, -

" Ref S=3 Journal 1806t67 Entry |

20 October 1967: "A"«22 fired (3) 90mm HeEe, (100) 430 cals,
{50} .50 cal., and "A"-2ly fired (7) 90mm H.E., (300) .30 cal,,
(14) .50 cal., as prep fires requested by 3/3-"M" for sweep. -

Negative results, '

Ref: 8-3 Journgl 200¢t67 Entry 1
20 October 1967: "A"-11l and "A".51 moved from Con Thien to C-2
-1 pos) and returned to 1000 M south of Con Thien providing
gecurity for aine sweep and infantry., Negative contact. |
Ref: 5-3 Journal 200ct67 Entry 3

21 October 1967: "A"=21, 25 moved from MA".2 position to "a".l
position In suv ort of India 3/4. Negative contact,

Ref: Se3 Journal 210cté7 Entry 1

22 _October 1967: "A"-22,2l, movedwith 11 “nzdkeccrs 4o provide
Security for crew working on road, llo nemy? corttac b v ot

Ref: 8§-3 Journal 220ct67 Entry 7

23 October 1967: "A"-22 and "A"-2l sent by 3/3 with 1lth
Enginesrs to provide securlity for Engineers on road construction
from 221015H to 231653H, "A"<22, 2l are back behind wire,

Had negative contact,

25 October 1967: "A"-l2 fired (69) 90mm H.E. on request of 1/9,
at actlve enemy gun emplacements and observed three secondary

Ref: 8«3 Journal 2509?67 Entry 2

26 Octcberﬁiégi?'Nﬁ&ﬂhéiwent on road sweep in support of 1/l.
Negative eunemy contaect’

- a L
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C.O. Company “B”: Capt E.J. Kline
Location & Operations Summary: Camp J.J. Carroll
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C.O. Company “C”: Capt W.J. O'Buch 
Location & Operations Summary: Phong Dien
[image: image66.emf]
Note: The "Sequential Listing of Significant Events" is presented here in its entirity. The Command Chronology for this period has shortened the entries and, as an alternative has supplied the S-3 Journal reference for more detail. You are encouraged to access the CC at the Foundation web site http://www.mcvthf.org for more detail.
October 1968
Third Tanks
Commanding Officer: LtCol G.E. Hayward

Executive Officers: Maj's C.J. Samuelsen & J.P. Souders

Operations Officers: Maj's J.P. Souders & H.L. Bauknight

Logistics Officer: Maj W.A. Grubbs
Location & Operations Summary: Quang Tri
[image: image67.png]SEQUENTIAL LISTIUG OF EVENTS
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02 Octobor 1968 Company € at My Loe rocoived

Ol Octobor 1968

07 Octobor 1968

13 October 1968

15 Octobcr 1968

15 Octobor 1968

16 Octcbor 1968

17 October 1968

19 Octobor 1968

mortor. ond Bnipor firo, dispatchod
roaction squad with noggtivo rosulte;
Vight ambush roportcd §ignal light
boyond thoir sitos Redction squad
dispatohod and swspt arca aftor arty
firc mission on suspoctod onecmy
positioni Ono socondaty oxplosion
repar bods  Patrol roturtiod with

nogative rosults,

A MEDCAP condubtod this datc in tho
Quang Tri aroc treating 45 childron
ond 15 adults.,

C1l5 and C41, in support of tho lat
inTroe Bn firod at 5 VA in the
open along tho beach at Ocoanviow.
Results unknown,

C21 ot My Loe struck o minc whilo
backing out of a night position,
Minor susponsion dcmmge_, no casualtics,

C4l and €11, in support of tho 1st
LmTraoc Bn, at Ocoonviow, fired ot
cnomy bunkor complox, Rosults unlnown.

A MEDCAP was conductod in tho Quang
Tri croc. U5 childron ond 15 adults
wora troatod,

B3l and B35 in support of L/3/3 ot

FSB Poto firod at suspocted cnony
positions aftor a patrol rocoived

cnomy small orms firc, Rosults unlknown,

€23, whilo participating on a BWOCD - ¢
south of Occanviow, struck a mined 8" rownd,
Ono sot of road wheools corplotély blown off
tho right side, No casualtios,

A MEDCAP was conductod in tho Quang Tri-
aroa treating 4O childron and 21 'adults,

TAT AT A MNTTITN Ty P =
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1968
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1968

1968

1968

1968

1968

1963

Cll ond C4l, in support of tho lst
ILmtrac Bn, at Oceanview fircd at 8
NVA erossing dossort, Rosults
un]mown [} '

Rocoivod gn R&E MYSBA3 Tank roplocing 413,

€32, 34, and 35 acted a8 oscorts for
the 1lst AmTrac Bn., during a
rosettloment operation south of

Qua Viot.

A MEDCAP was conductod in tho
Quang Trl croa troating 60 children
end 10 cdults,

£ Co, conduoting a sweop with the

end LRVN Div, made heavy contxt with
tho onomy north of A-l to the Bon

Hal Rivor. Tonks creditod with 63
VL -KIA's (C) for this day,

C32 at Iy Loc partinlly detonatod
2 22 1b, enti-tonk mine, Negative
damago to tonk or crow,

L. Co, sccurod from opcration with
2nd [RVHN Div, ond roturncd to Dong Ha.

A MEDCAP was conductod in the Qoung
Tri arca troating 3l childron and 16
adults,

B Co. in support of tho Lth Marines

at the Rock Pilo fired into tho
Razorback at suspoctod onomy positions.,
Rosults unlmown. '

€32 cnd 35 woro sont to Cua Viet
to act as odditional socurity for :
tho CAP unit in tho castern seotor,

A MEDCAP was conductod'in the Quang
Tri arca treating 18 childron
and 4 adults,

Onc platoon from 4 Co, was
assigned convoy escort duty fo# 3/3 moving
from Com Lo to A-l, A




H&S Company C.O.: Capt J.A. Rumbley
Location & Operations Summary: Quang Tri
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C.O. Company “A”: Capt R.J. Patterson
Location & Operations Summary: Dong Ha
[image: image70.png]COMPAWY A, Company A remsined in general suppor't of

the 34 lMarine Division and continued to operate from
Dong He Combat Base, During the ménth of- October .
Company A supported the 2nd ARVN Regiment, the 3d

RECON Battalion and the 1st Battalion, 77th ..imhored :
Regiment,. =~ 18t Brigede, 5th Infontry Division (MECH).
Operations were conducted in the Kentucky AO, the

RECON Battalion AO aond the Demiliterized Zone.

On 2 October 1968 the fouwr (li) tanks providing
security for the Cam Lo District Headquarters were -
released by the lst Battalion, 77th Armored Rogiment.
and roturnod to tho Company A CP at Dong Ha, o

On 6 Octobor 1968 three (3) M4BA3 tanks ond two .
(2) flamo tonks supported olemonts of the 3d RECON
Battalion in thoir AO Southwost’ of Quong Trl Combat
Baso in the vicinity of hill 58, Thore was no
econtact with tho onemy, howover, sovoral old bunkors
_gnd omplacomonts wore dostroyed.

: On 23 Octobor 1968 Company A (-) particpatod
in Oporation IAM-SON 271 with the-2nd ARVN Rogimont
and olomonds of tho 1lst Battalion, Llith ivtiYlery,
Us So frmys .+ During the morning the compony
lod two armorod colums into tho DMZ up to the
Bon Hai Rivor., Hoavy domego was inflicted on tho
onomy by tho ‘tanks with machine gun and main gun
firo, Tho tanks worc crodited with -~ .~ "~ . .~
63 1lVA KiA's (C) ond dostroyod soveral cmplacomonts.
and bunkors, Thoro.was no tonk damego during tho
operztion, : : _ E

On 28 Octobor 1968, tho Pirst Platoon, xrcoinforcod .
with ono (1) M67 Flamo Tonk cnd olemonts of tho 3d
RECON Battalion, provided firo support and on. armorod
rooction forco for tho 3d RECON Battalion which was
ongoged in o cloaring oporation in and along tho Song
Vinh Phuoe Rivor northwost of tho Quang Tri -Combat-
Boso, No contact was mado with tho” onomy, howovor,
tho RECON Battalion was ablo to dogiroy sovoral
undorwater eavo ontrancos in the rilver.




C.O.'s Company “B”: 1stLt J.T. Miller
Location & Operations Summary: Camp J.J. Carroll
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C.O. Company “C”: Capt L.C. Kutchma
Location & Operations Summary: Hai Xa Tei
[image: image72.png]COMPAITY Co Compony C remnined in dircet support of
the Ist imTrac Battalion. Tho tonks woro locatod gt
My Loec, C=l, Ocoanviow and Cua Viot in tho
Napolcon/Saline AO, :

Bocousc of tho lack of infantry units in tho
A0 the "tankors" continucd to conduct dey and night
foot patrols, cmbushcs, obsorvation posts and
listoning posts, .

Aided by night obsorvoation devicos and radar,
tho tarks ot Ocoonview firod at rmmorous NVA along -
tho boach cnd coastal sand dunos., ~ Tho rosults of
most of thoso firings woro wnlmown,

On 13 Octobor 1968 €21 hit o mino at My Lod
whilo boeking out of a night dcfonsive position.
Tho vohiclo sustainod damago to tho susponsion gystom,
. : ! |

On 17 Octobor 1968 Company C (=) gave armorpd
support to olcmonts of 2/26 and fmTraes in tho -
no¥thorn Napolcon/Salinoe A0, €23 struck a nincd
8" dud rosulting in susponsion demago to tho vohiclo
end ono WIA (E), :

On 20 October 1968 threo (3) tanks oscortod
AnTrces to o rosottlemont villogo to tho south of
Que Vict as o show of forcoe .
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C.O. Company “A”, 3rdATBn: 1stLt F. Gypin Jr.
Location & Operations Summary: Quang Tri
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October 1969
Third Tanks
Commanding Officers: LtCol's W.S. Rump & R.W. Martin, Jr.

Executive Officers: Maj's J.R. Bathis & A.E. Lee

Operations Officers: Capt's L.V. Yanda & F.T. Klabaugh

Logistics Officer: Capt M.H. Collier & Maj J.R. Balthis
Location & Operations Summary: Quang Tri
[image: image75.png]1. Geperal Overview of All Activities

The Third Tank Battalion (=) vas in general support of the 3rd Marine Division
(<) (Rein), During the period 1 October through 19 October Company "A" was main-
tained in a ready reaction status and during the period 1 October through 5 Nov-
ember Company "B" was maintained in a ready reaction status. The Battalion minus
Companies "B" and "C" redeployed to Okinawa on 20 October., On 27 October, the
Battalion assumed edministrative and operational control of Company "C" from 1st
AMIRAC Battalion (ref CG 9th MAB Msg P230050Z Oot69), Company "B" redeployed to
Okinawa during the period 5 - 6 November, The remsinder of the quarter was spent
in the vehabilitation of equipment and transitioning from a combat posture to &
garrison posture, In addition to the above, the Battalion supplied two platoons
for deployment; 1st F1t Commony € leployed with 1st Battalion 9th Mardnes (ref
CTF 79 Msg P2304407 0nt69 (s)), r1sﬁ}j?lf?beﬁ;u‘ﬁy‘:Ai"*’ﬂe‘p],ayéar’wt,h'”‘}?znd»'Battaliéx:?*“""
9th Marines' (ref CTF 79 Msg T230440A Oct69(s)), . ST

:5',?.
et

2, COMMAND RELATIONS.

During the period 10ct69 to 31Dec69, the Battelion was deployed as follows:

3d Tank Battalion G/S 3d Marine Division 1-240ct69

G/S 9th MAB 250ct-6Nov69

G/S 3d Marine Division Nov-31Dec69
Company "A" D/S /th Marines 1-60ct69
Platoon D/S 24 Bn 9th Marines 1=31Dec69
Company "B" G/S 3d Marine Division 10ct6Nov69
Platoon : D/S 2d Bn 4th Marines 1=70¢t69
Platoon D/S 18t Bn 4th Marines 5-31Dec69
Company "CY

Platoon D/S 1st Brn 9th Marines 270¢t-31De069

2k .
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H&S Company C.O.s: Capt M.H. Collier & 1stLt G.L. Rivera
Location & Operations Summary: Vin Dai/En route to Camp Hansen, Okinawa

C.O. Company “A” (-)(Rein) Capt C.E. Hobbs
Location & Operations Summary: VCB/Quang Tri/En route to Camp Hansen, Okinawa
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C.O.s Company “B” (-)(Rein): Capt's W.N. Crafton & L.V. Yanda
Location & Operations Summary: Vinh Dai/Dong Ha/Cua Viet/En route to Okinawa
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Company "C": Camp Hansen, Okinawa

October 1965
Third Antitanks
Commanding Officer: LtCol B.A. Heflin

Executive Officer: Capt O.R. Edmondson

Operations Office: Capt V.A Vernay

Logistics Officer: Capt S.R. Stewart
Location & Operations Summary: (AT 987711)   

H&S Company Commandants.: 1stLt's J.C. Rooney & D.B. House
Location & Operations Summary: DaNang TAOR (AT 987711)
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Company "A" C.O. (-) (Rein): Capt K.E. Sharff
Location & Operations Summary: (Da Nang TAOR/Hue Phu Bais TAOR)
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Company "B" C.O. (Rein): 1st Lt M.H. Chang
Location & Operations Summary: (Chu Lai TAOR)
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Company "C" C.O. (Rein): 1stLt A.G. Anderson II
Location & Operations Summary: (Da Nang TAOR)
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Company "C" C.O. (-) (Rein), 1stATBn: 1stLt W.P. Snyder
Location & Operations Summary: (Qui Nhon Headquarters)
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October 1966
Third Antitanks
Commanding Officers: LtCol D.E. Newton & Maj C.R. Stiffler

Executive Officer: Capt D.C. Satcher

Operations Officers: WO C.C. Harris & 1stLt J.C. Debilio

Logistics Officer: Capt D.C. Satcher
Location & Operations Summary: (Da Nang TAOR)

H&S Company C.O.: 1stLt D.K. Caswell
Location & Operations Summary: (Da Nang TAOR)
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C.O. Company “A”(-)(Rein): Capt A.A. Compton
Location & Operations Summary: (Phu Bai TAOR)
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C.O. Company “B”: 1stLt S.L. Camby
Location & Operations Summary: (Phu Bai TAOR)
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C.O. Company “C”(-): Capt S.T. Flynn
Location & Operations Summary: (Phu Bai TAOR)
[image: image95.emf] [image: image96.emf]
C.O. Company “A” (-)(Rein), 1st ATBn (OpCon 3rd ATBn): Capt D.M. Hutson
Location & Operations Summary: (Da Nang TAOR)
[image: image97.emf]
 October 1967
Third Antitanks
Commanding Officer: LtCol G.M. McCain

Executive Officer: Maj R.M. Jordan

Operations Officer: Capt J.O. Lee

Logistics Officer: Capt B. Hastings
Location & Operations Summary: Gia Le CB

H&S Company C.O.: Capt A.W. Hoof
Location & Operations Summary: Gia Le CB
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Company "A" (-) C.O.: Capt R.C. McInteer
Location & Operations Summary: Khe Sanh CB
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Company "B" (Fwd) (-) & (Rear) C.O.: 1stLt A.U. Schultes
Location & Operations Summary: Camp Evans & Gia Le CB
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Company "C" (Rein) C.O.: Capt T.J. Solak 
Location & Operations Summary: Dong Ha TAOR
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