June 1965 to 1970 - Marine Tanks & Ontos Action
This is the third of what was - and is - intended to be a monthly feature of abstracted Tank and Anti-Tank Command Chronologies. Due to some adjustments to the work load and priorities with the temporary sabbatical of our V.P. Dick Carey, we suspended the publication of May's Breech Block. This Breech Block – June 2013 – will give you a brief overview of the action that the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Tanks and Anti Tanks were involved in during each June that they were in-country. For the complete command chronologies, please visit our Foundation's website where Pappy Reynolds has posted the Tank and Anti-Tank CCs. Most of the CCs are 100-300 pages in length with material that is not usually of great interest to many. I will attempt to feature that which is of most interest. If we’ve omitted areas that you would like to see included in these monthly overviews, please let me know. If you served in any of these units during the month of June and recall some experiences that you would like others to read about, jot them down and send them to us for inclusion in our upcoming book.

     Please note that, the Command Chronologies routinely list all the battalions’ principle staff officers. However, I will provide just the Bn. C.O.’s, X.O.’s, Operations (S-3), and Logistics Officers (S-4) of the battalions. Also, you will see the names of the C.O.s of H&S and the letter companies. I hope our readers, who may remember the names of their Platoon Leaders and Platoon Sergeants, as well as others with whom they served, will inform us of those as well. Those Marines are a part of our history which needs to be made known. We serve our Brothers best by recording their names in history. 

     Also, you are encouraged to access the Foundation’s Map Chronology that Pappy has created. There you may find out exactly where your unit - battalion, company, often platoon, and occasionally section - was located at any given time. If you do not find your unit on one of Pappy’s several maps, let us know. 

June 1966
Note: The month of June, 1966 was included in the Mar-Dec 1966 1st Tanks Command Chronology. And, while 1st Tanks units had been in-country since July of 1966, the Tank Battalion, displacing from Camp Pendleton via Okinawa, didn't plant its flag in Chu Lai, RVN until early 1966. It was new at reporting in-country action via CC's and tank/infantry action in the Chu Lai TAOR was yet at its highpoint.

First Tanks:
Commanding Officers: LtCol A.W. Snell & Maj L.R.Burnette, Jr

Executive Officers: Maj's L.R.Burnette, Jr & R.E.B. Palmer

Operations Officer: Maj J.G. Collier

Logistics Officers: Maj's R.E.B. Palmer & H.J.L. Reid

By now First Tanks had taken over command and control of all its subordinate units and was well ensconced in the Chu Lai Combat Base (landing on 28 March 1967) conducting operations 24/7. Companies "A" & "B" were in direct support of 1st, 5th, and 7th Marines. Company "C" was in DS of Chu Lai Defense Command, provided one platoon to the SLF, and then moved its Hq. to Danang with OPCON to the 3rd MarDiv.

H&S C.O.s: Capt's J.D. Sparks & J.C. Greene, Jr
Location: Chu Lai Combat Base Hill 43 (BT 571041)

C.O.'s Company “A”: Capt W.J. Britton
Location and Operations Summary: Chu Lai Combat Base

DS 5th Marines
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C.O. Company “B”: Capt E.E. Stith
Location and Operations Summary: Chu Lai Combat Base

DS 7th Marines
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C.O. Company “C”: Capt F.U. Salas
Location and Operations Summary: Chu Lai Combat Base and Danang TAOR
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June 1967
First Tanks:
Commanding Officer: LtCol R.M/ Taylor

Executive Officer: Maj E.P. Taylor, Jr.

Operations Officers: Maj C.R. Brabec

Logistics Officer: Maj D.B. Crudup

Those Tankers whose tours to Vietnam were bookended by the month of June saw a dramatic difference in the combat OpTempo, the number of both enemy- and friendly-initiated contacts, and the confusion of who's where. The fragmentation of units - companies never deployed as such, platoons being divided on a regular basis into sections, and sections deployed to places unknown and then deployed further to just one tank assigned a specific mission away from its parent platoon.

All Tank Company CPs re-located from Chu Lai to Danang

Elements of both companies "A" & "B" and four flames supported the 7th Marines between 15-24 June on Operation Arizona and the 5th Marines on the same dates during Operation Adair. Note: Refer to the 5th and 7th Marines Command Chronologies for details of these 2 operations.

First Tanks COC remained the center of all activity for the Southern Sector, 1st MarDiv Rear Area comprising 744 tenant activities, running dozens of security patrols, ambushes, Civic Action and Med-Caps.


H&S C.O.: Capt R.E. Roemer
Location: Danang (AT 997723) Same as Bn CP.
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C.O. Company “A”: Capt W.J. Britton
Location and Operations Summary: CP Danang, (AT 235315)
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C.O. Company “B”: Capt J.C. Winther
Location and Operations Summary: CP Danang (AT 961677)
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C.O. Company “C”: Capt P.S. Weigand
Location and Operations Summary: CP Danang (BT 073658) 
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June 1968
First Tanks:
Commanding Officers: LtCol H.W. Hite

Executive Officers: Maj D.R. Dickey

Operations Officer: Capt R.D. Gunselman

Logistics Officers: Maj J.A. Schuyler

Those Tankers and Ontos crewmen who were "fortunate" enough to have their time in-country bookended by June of '67 and June of '68 you would not have imagined in '67 what '68 would bring to First Tanks. For starters we joined Company "A" of the First Anti-Tanks and then took OpCon of the newly created Company "B" of the Fifth Tanks. Fifth Tanks!? Read on.
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H&S C.O.s: Maj L.A. Gildersleeve & Capt G.P. Brodeur
Location and Operations Summary: (AT 997723)
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C.O. Company “A”(-): Capt C.R. Casey
Location and Operations Summary: (YD 815165)
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C.O. Company “B”(Rein): Capt G.J. Murdock
Location and Operations Summary: (AT 922621)
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C.O. Company “C”(Rein): Capt R.T. Hopkins
Location and Operations Summary: (AT 997723)
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C.O. Company "A"(Rein), 1st ATBn: 1stLt G.B. Search
Location and Operations Summary: (YD 813165)
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C.O. Company "B", 5th TkBn: 1stLt R.M. Johnstone
Location and Operations Summary: (BT 072644)
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June 1969
First Tanks:
Commanding Officers: LtCol D.E. Young

Executive Officers: Maj D.R. Sparks

Operations Officer: Maj J.B. Terpak

Logistics Officers: Maj G.E. Berbaum

From June of 1966 to this June one can track the "rise and fall" i.e., post entry and pre departure of First Tanks. Scaling back of offensive operations (with much reduced mining incidents), cadre status of maneuver elements, and consolidating assets at the battalion CP, reduction in ammunition expenditure, reports of personnel and equipment shortages (i.e., not being replaced), are evidence of the scale down.
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H&S C.O.s: Capt J.K. Marlatt
Location: (AT 997723)
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C.O.'s Company “A”: 1stLt W.B. Blackshear
Location and Operations Summary: (AT 997723)
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C.O. Company “B”(Rein): Capt K.W. Zitz
Location and Operations Summary: (AT 962621)
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C.O. Company “C”: Capt T.H. Merrell
Location and Operations Summary: (BT078663)
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C.O. Company “A”, 1st ATBn: 1stLt B.J. Bethel
Location and Operations Summary: (AT 997723)
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Of note here is that, while the level of activity of First Tanks continued from 22 June to the end of the reporting period, the S-3 Journal of the Command Chronology is missing. The spot reports are included and quite detailed, however, for purposes of this article will not be presented here.

June 1966
Third Tanks:
Commanding Officer: LtCol M/L. Raphael

Executive Officer: Maj J.G. Doss

Operations Officers: Maj E.L. Erickson

Logistics Officer: Maj F.W. Coates

During this period the command is on record of being unable to continue to support with its tanks all those missions for which the battalion is expected. This is due to the many calls for warm bodies to provide security throughout the Danang TAOR that are in fact trained tank and tank support technicians and the fill rate falling far short of the departure of personnel. In addition there has been a dramatic increase anti-tank assaults and mining incidents.
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H&S C.O.'s: Capts A.E. Lee & J.B. Terpak
Location: Danang (AT 989708) Same as Bn CP.

C.O.s Company “A”: Capt J.J. Sucha & 1stLt H.L. Steigleman
Location and Operations Summary: Danang (AT 946762)
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C.O. Company “B”: Capt E.L. Tunget
Location and Operations Summary: Danang (AT 989708)
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C.O. Company “C”: Capt J.H. Garry III
Location and Operations Summary: Phu Bai (YD 879152)
[image: image115.emf]
[image: image116.emf]
[image: image117.emf]
June 1967
Third Tanks:
Commanding Officers: Maj V.L. Sylvester & LtCol F.D. Chapman

Executive Officers: Majs J.P. Schultz & V.L. Sylvester

Operations Office: Maj P.F. Lessard

Logistics Officer: Maj J.P. Schultz
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H&S Company: 2ndLt A.W. Hauser
Location and Operations Summary: Phu Bai

C.O. Company “A”: Capt P.E. Byrne
Location and Operations Summary: Dong Ha
[image: image120.emf] [image: image121.emf] [image: image122.emf]
[image: image123.emf]
C.O.s Company “B”: 1stLt R.L. Larking & Capt E.J. Kline
Location and Operations Summary: Camp J.J. Carroll
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C.O. Company “C”: Capt R.L. Ruhlman
Location and Operations Summary: Phu Bai
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Note: The paucity of detailed tank action in the "Significant Events" sectikon of the Command Chronology reflects the difference of philosophy in the creaqtion and submission of it. For details pull up the complete CC from the Foundation web site and go to the day-by-day S-3 Journal. Additionally, the S-4 Annex covers movement, tanks' condition, tank damage due to enemy and other action. In fact, more often than not, if the C.O. wanted to know details of his tanks - all farmed out to supporte units - he asked the S-4. The tanks were not under the OpCon (S-3) of the tank battalion but were under Admin/LogCon (S-1/S-4)  

June 1968
Third Tanks:
Commanding Officer: LtCol J.K. Fontenot Jr.

Executive Officers: Maj's J.C. Duff & C.J. Samuelsen

Operations Officers: Maj J.C Samuelsen & Cpat C.L. Sale

Logistics Officer: Maj J.W. Lowe
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H&S Company C.O.: 1stLt J.E. Georgaklis
Location and Operations Summary: Quang Tri

C.O.'s Company “A”: Capt's C.L. Sale & E.V. Sullivan
Location and Operations Summary: Dong Ha
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C.O. Company “B”: Capt C.W. Reinke
Location and Operations Summary: Camp Carroll
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C.O. Company “C”: Capt J.E. Lindsey
Location and Operations Summary: Cam Lo
[image: image135.emf]
[image: image136.emf]
[image: image137.emf]
C.O.'s Company “A” 3rd ATBn: Capt J.O. Lea & 1stLt A.A. Owen
Location and Operations Summary: Khe Sanh
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June 1969
Third Tanks:
Commanding Officer: LtCol J. Sleger.

Executive Officer: Maj J.P. Sauders

Operations Officer: Maj H.L. Bauknight

Logistics Officer: Capt W.N. Crafton

[image: image141.emf] [image: image142.emf]
[image: image143.emf]
H&S Company C.O.: R.J. Paterson
Location and Operations Summary: Quang Tri
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C.O. Company “A”: Capt M.C. Wunsch
Location and Operations Summary: Dong Ha
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C.O. Company “B”: Capt W.J. Davis
Location and Operations Summary: Vinh Bai
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C.O. Company “C”: Capt R.M. Flick
Location and Operations Summary: Quang Tri
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C.O.'s Company “A", 3rd ATBn: 1stLt's S.B. Hunt Jr., J.W. Jackson
Location and Operations Summary: Quang Tri
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June 1966
First Antitanks:
Commanding Officer: Maj R.E. Harris

Executive Officer: Maj A.J. Eagan

Operations Officer: Maj A.J. Eagan

Logistics Officer: 1stLt T.F. Dempsey
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C.O. H&S Company: 1stLt W.D. Wester
Location and Operations Summary: 

C.O. Company “A”: Capt G.R. Van Horn
Location and Operations Summary:
DS 5th Marines
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C.O. Company “B(-)”: Capt J.E. Felker
Location and Operations Summary: 

Chu Lai Defense Command
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C.O. Company “C”: 1stLt D.R. West
Location and Operations Summary:
DS 7th Marines
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June 1967
First Antitanks:
Commanding Officer: Maj P.S. Galligan

Executive Officer: 

Operations Officer: 2ndLt M.J. Borek

Logistics Officer: 1stLt  V.C. Davis
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C.O. H&S Company: 2ndLt J.C. Hancock Jr.
Location and Operations Summary: Danang

C.O. Company “A”: 2ndLt B.H. Bailey
Location and Operations Summary:
DS 1st Marines
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C.O. Company “B”: Capt A.R. Grfeen
Location and Operations Summary:
DS 5th Marines
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C.O. Company “C”: Capt D.M. Hutson
Location and Operations Summary:
DS 7th Marines
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Note: The 1ATs (as well as the 3rd ATs) were reported on the 1st and 3rd Tanks command chronologies in subsequent years.

June 1966
Third Antitanks:
Commanding Officer: LtCol B.A. Heflin

Executive Officer: Maj E.H. Graham

Operations Officer: Maj E.R. Larson

Logistics Officer: Capt K.E. Sharff
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H&S Company: 1stLt B.M. Mathews
Location and Operations Summary: Danang

C.O. Company “A”: Capt S.R. Stewart
Location and Operations Summary:
[image: image182.emf]
C.O. Company “B”: Capt D.C. Satcher
Location and Operations Summary:
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C.O. Company “C”, 1st ATBn: Capt F. Firing
Location and Operations Summary:
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C.O. Company “A”(-): Capt G.R. Van Horn
Location and Operations Summary:
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Note: The command chronologies (CC) for each of the AT Companies are so detailed, lengthy, and the Battalion did not summarize them (by date or by unit) that they do not appear here. Keeping track of 45+ Ontos, deployed across 3 infantry battalions of 4 companies with 3 platoons each spread all over northern I Corps would be akin to herding bees! You are encouraged to visit the Foundation web site, call up the original, complete CC for more detailed analysis of each platoon's action for the month. And for even more detail of the operations of the Ontos acquiring the CCs of the supported infantry unit is encouraged. For example1st Plt, Co "A" was in direct support of Company "D", 1/3 and participated in Operation Liberty. To see what Company D/1/3 did during the month of June 1967 and particularly in Operation Liberty, pull up 1/3s CC, find D/1/3 and see what the Ontos did to support that Grunt Company. 

June 1967
Third Antitanks:
Commanding Officer: LtCol C.R. Casey

Executive Officer: Maj C.R. Stiffler

Operations Officer: Capt B. Hastings

Logistics Officer: Capt B. Hastings

H&S Company C.O.: 2Lt C.P. Wager
Location and Operations Summary:
Khe Sanh TAOR
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C.O.'s Company “A”: Capt's B. Hastings & K.L. Hock
Location and Operations Summary:
Khe Sanh TAOR
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C.O. Company “B”: Capt J.E Reilly
Location and Operations Summary:
Phu Bai TAOR
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C.O. Company “C”: Capt B.F. Ennis
Location and Operations Summary:
Dong Ha TAOR
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Note: By the June of 1968, 3rd ATBn actions of its subordinated companies and platoons were being reported on the 3rd Tanks CCs. Needless to say the reporting was sketchy at best. Research done on the Ontos' action will have to rely more on the reporting of the Ontos-supported infantry units than that of the tank battalion. 
