
July's 1965 to 1970 - Marine Tanks & Ontos Action

This Breech Block – July 2014 – will give you a brief overview of the action that the 1st, 3rd ,  and 5th
Tanks and Anti-Tanks were involved in during each July that they were in-country as extracted from
each organizations’ command chronologies. For the complete command chronologies, please visit
our  Foundation  website  where  Pappy Reynolds  has posted the  Tank  and Anti-Tank CCs.  If  you
served in any of these units during the month of July and recall some experiences that you would like
others to read jot them down and send them to us. Pictures with captions are of particular interest
     Also, you are encouraged to access the Foundation’s Map Chronology that Pappy has created.
There you may find out exactly where your unit - battalion, company, often platoon, and occasionally
section - was located at any given time. If you do not find your unit on one of Pappy’s several maps,
let us know.
     And please note that the abstracts look a whole lot better than the run we made last July. Jackie
Hunter, our Administrator and just-assigned Editor of the  Breech Block, took the "ragged" cuts and
pastes of the original PDF-formatted Command Chronologies and converted them to Word.
     Finally, you will find sprinkled throughout the new rendition of the Command Chronology Abstracts
stories,  facts,  figures,  quotes  from  Tankers  and  Ontos  crewmen,  and  other  comments  and
expansions.

Note 1: To follow entries that cite references access the original command chronologies from the
Foundation website at http://www.mcvthf.org
Note 2: The PDF to Word conversion holds to the original document except in cases where obvious
errors are corrected without changing the meaning or intent of the original document.
Note 3: Extracted Command Chronology text has been converted to “courier” font. 

July 1966

First Tanks:
Commanding Officers: Maj's L.R. Burnette, Jr & R.E.B. Palmer
Executive Officers: Maj's R.E.B. Palmer & J.W. Clayborne
Operations Officers: Maj's J.C. Collier & R.D. McKee
Logistics Officer: Maj H.D.L. Reid
Location & Operations:
Battalion CP: Hill 43 (BT 571041) within the Chu Lai Combat Base

During the reporting period, Companies A and B remained in direct 
support of the 5th and 7th Marines respectively; 2nd Platoon, Company A 
supported the Chu Lai Defense Command during 1-14 July; 3rd Platoon, 
Company B supported the Chu Lai Defense Command during the entire period 
Company C, with two gun platoons, remains with 3rd Marine Division, 
DaNang, TAOR and the 2nd Platoon with the SLF.

H&S C.O.'s: Capt E.J. Hoynes & Maj J.P. McGill
Location and Operations: Same as Bn CP.

A Provisional Rifle Platoon which had reported to the Chu Lai Defense 
Command on 26 June was returned to OPCON of the 1st Tank Bn on 041600H 
July.  On 24 July, H&S Company provided the Chu Lai Defense Command with a
Provisional Rifle Platoon and Company Headquarters.  As of 31 July, the 
Provisional Rifle Platoon and Company Headquarters remain with the Chu Lai
Defense Command. 

http://www.mcvthf.org/


C.O. Company “A”: Capt J.C. Greene, Jr
Location and Operations Summary: 

Company A and B conducted operations with the 5th Marines and 7th 
Marines respectively. The primary effort of Company A was reconnaissance 
from (BT 425090) to (BT 370060) in an attempt to open a tank route to the 
Phuoc Khach area (BT 375055). On 25 July a tank-ontos-infantry patrol 
proceeded along the road from Tien Xuan (1) (BT 408090) to Phuoc Khach. 
Tanks were able to proceed as far as (BT 3878) but were halted due to the 
narrow road; ontos and infantry proceeded to the high ground overlooking 
Phuoc Khach (BT 37662?).  With minimal engineer effort (blade tank), it 
should be possible to move tanks to Phuoc Khach. 

C.O. Company “B”: Capt E.E. Stith
Location and Operations Summary: 

Company B operations consisted primarily of tank-infantry sweeps by the
2nd Platoon in support of D/1/7 on the peninsula area South of the Song 
Tra Bong.  2nd Platoon, with elements of Company Headquarters and 
Battalion Headquarters tanks, participated in Operation Franklin from 26 
through 28 July. The tanks supported D/1/7 in blocking positions to the 
North while the 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines swept from Route #1 South of 
Binh Son to the sea at the Batangan Peninsula (BS 7686).



During the month of July, two tanks were damaged by mines. Both 
incidents occurred while supporting D/1/7 sweeps.  On 18 July, a flame 
tank with 2nd Platoon, Company B in support of D/1/7 struck a mine near 
(BS 673939), incurring extensive damage to the left front suspension.  On 
26 July, a tank of 2nd Platoon, Company B, participating in Operation 
Franklin, detonated a mine near (BS 674960), incurring extensive damage to
the left track and suspension system (reference h)). No Marines were 
injured in either incident. 

C.O. Company “C”: Capt F.U. Salas
Location and Operations Summary: 

Company C, with two gun platoons, remains with 3rd Marine Division, 
DaNang, TAOR and the 2nd Platoon with the SLF. 

Note: Dates, times, location, and action of each reported incident. If you served in these units 
at this time and can relate any personal details, please contact the Foundation.

July 1967

First Tanks:
Commanding Officer: LtCol R.M. Taylor
Executive Officers: Maj's E.P. Trader Jr & R.M. Croll
Operations Officer: Maj C.R. Brabec
Logistics Officer: Maj D.B. Crudup
Location and Operations Summary:

Four significant incidents occurred in the Southern Sector during the 
month of July. At 150041, the tank at outpost 47 fired a total of 17 HE 
and 3 WP rounds at rocket sites during the rocket attack on the DaNang Air
Base. Results were inconclusive due to the fact that targets were out of 
the Southern Sector and no search could be made.

The combat operations center of 1st Tank Battalion continued to 
initiate, control and coordinate defensive activities within the Southern 
Sector. There were 713 tenant unit activities conducted.  1st Tank 
Battalion conducted 65 patrols and ambushes and responded with 6 special 
security patrols ranging from squad to company size when intelligence 
information warranted them.  

H&S Company C.O.: Capt R.E. Roemer
Location: DaNang (AT 997723) Same as Bn CP.

C.O. Company “A”: Capt W.J. Britton
Location and Operations Summary: (AT 133445)

At 011655H, a section of tanks from the 3rd platoon, Company A, located
at (BT 082602) on a tank and infantry patrol, spotted 2 VC running across 
a rice paddy. The tank fired 5 rounds of 90mm canister, 1 round 90mm HE, 
and 250 rounds .30 cal.  There was 1 VC KIA confirmed by body count. 



At 030945H, a tank from the 1st platoon, Company A, was escorting a 
supply convoy when the tank detonated a pressure type mine of 
approximately 50 lbs TNT at (AT 924574). The tank was moderately damaged. 
The explosion left a crater 5 feet deep and 10 feet in diameter. One tank 
crewmen received a minor would and was not med-evaced. 

At 031410H, a tank from the headquarters section, Company A, on patrol 
with infantry troops at (BT 159287), found bunker at (BT 155282). The tank
destroyed the bunker on request of the infantry leader. The tank fired 2 
rounds of 90mm HE. 

At 040930H, a tank from the 2nd platoon, Company A, at (BT 087672) 
spotted 5 VC running. The tank fired 3 rounds of 90mm HE. They saw 1 man 
fall and captured 1 VCS woman at (BT 088688). There was 1 VC KIA probable 
and 1 VCS captured. 

At 051515H, a section of tanks from the 3rd platoon, Company A, 
returning to the 3/1 C.P., detonated a pressure type mine consisting of 
approximately 40 lbs TNT at (BT 045667). The tank was moderately damaged. 
The explosion left a crater 6 feet in diameter and 4 feet deep. 

At 0816000H, a tank from the headquarters section, Company A, located 
at (AT 969531) observed a re-supply helicopter receive small arms sniper 
fire from (AT 969531). The tank fired 2 rounds 90mm canister, 350 rounds .
30 cal., and 500 rounds .50 cal.  A search of the area revealed 1 VC KIA 
confirmed by body count. 

At 101620H, a section of tanks from the 1st platoon, Company A, were 
called out as an element of an infantry reaction force. Aerial observers 
had spotted a large force of VC at (BT 080067). Infantry requested tanks 
located at (BT 282263) to fire on the enemy position. The tanks fired 12 
rounds of 90mm WP and 3 rounds of 90mm HE. They observed secondary 
explosions. A search of the area revealed 1 VC KIA confirmed and 1 VC KIA 
probable. 

At 102130H, a section of tanks from the 3rd platoon, Company A, located
at (BT 027343), were requested by infantry to fire H&I direct fire with 
Xenon illumination AT (BT 005343) & (BT 028373). The tanks fired 4 rounds 
of 90mm WP. Point target hits were attained.  

At 140910H, a section of tanks from the 3rd platoon, Company A, located
at (AT 988354) observed approximately 20 VCS run into a village at (AT 
983347). The tanks fired 5 rounds 90mm WP and 5 rounds 90mm HE. They 
deployed to search the area and received approximately 50 rounds small 
arms automatic fire and semi-automatic weapons fire. They returned the 
fire with 200 rounds .30 cal., 50 rounds 5.56mm, and 10 M-79 rounds. 1 VC 
KIA was confirmed.  

At 152045H, a tank from the 3rd platoon, Company A, located at (BT 
027343) was requested by infantry to fire at a suspected enemy position 
located at (AT 985368). The tank fired 3 rounds 90mm HE and had 1 



secondary explosion. Infantry then requested H&I fire on the same enemy 
position. The tank fired 12 rounds 90mm HE and 7 rounds 90mm WP. 

C.O. Company “B”: Capt J.C. Winther
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 962621)

Operation Pecos.  The 1st platoon, Company B, located at (AT 787550) 
supported 1st Battalion, 7th Marines by indirect fire on 222200H. The 
tanks fired 11 rounds 90mm HE. The command group of 1st Battalion, 7th 
Marines was located at coordinates (ZC 152662). This was the first 
occasion that 1st Tank Battalion fired an indirect fire mission in Vietnam.

Little enemy contact on Operation Pecos. No Tankers KIA.

At 151705H, a tank from the 2nd platoon, Company B, escorting a convoy 
to An Hoa, hit a command detonated mine of approximately 40 lbs TNT at (AT
906495). The tank was moderately damaged. There were two (2) tankers WIA 
non-evac. 

At 291030H, the Company B tank park, located at (AT 960612), received 
approximately 10 rounds small arms sniper fire from (AT 959607).  A tank 
crewman working on his tank was WIA and med-evaced.  The infantry sent a 
reaction force to the enemy position at (AT 959607). 

At 301550H, a tank from the 2nd platoon, Company B, detonated a 
pressure type mine of approximately 30 lbs TNT at (AT 908500).  There was 
1 tanker WIA non-evac. 

At 080830H, a headquarters section, Company B tank, located at (AT 
971525) observed 1 VC firing at a re-supply helicopter from (AT 971526).  
The tank fired 2 rounds 90mm canister. A search of the area revealed 1 VC 
KIA confirmed by body count. 

At 311515H, a section of tanks from Company B, located at (AT 953537), 
received an unknown number of automatic small arms sniper fire and two 
unidentified rockets from an enemy employment at (AT 951534).  The tanks 
fired 34 rounds 90mm.  A search of the area revealed 2 VC KIA confirmed, 
10 VC KIA probable.  There was 1 tanker WIA non-evac. 

At 020715H, a tank from the 3rd platoon, Company C, enroute to the 1/1 
C.P. hit a pressure type mine containing approximately 40 lbs of TNT at 
(BT 115616). The explosion left a crater 6 feet in diameter and 4 feet 
deep.  The tank was moderately damaged. 

At 131620H, a tank from the 1st platoon and a tank from the 
headquarters section of Company C, while on a patrol with the infantry 
located at (AT 993548) spotted 6 VC running across a bridge.  The tanks 
fired 12 rounds of 90mm HE, 2 rounds 90mm canister, and 1000 rounds .30 
cal.  There were 2 VC KIA confirmed by the infantry leader. 

At 161615H, a tank from the 1st platoon, Company C, detonated a mine at
(BT 005575). There were no casualties. 



At 171430H, a section of tanks from the 1st platoon, Company C, was on 
patrol with the infantry when the lead tank detonated a mine at (BT 
003573).  The tank was moderately damaged.  The tank commander of the 
second tank stopped off the tank to go to the lead tank to notify the 
company commander.  While walking in the tracks left by the lead tank he 
detonated a second mine.  There was 1 tanker KIA and 2 tankers WIA med-
evac. 
KIA: Sgt Earnest D. Ritchie, USMC 21, Tiger, GA

At 171950H, a tank from the 2nd platoon, Company C, while in support of
the infantry sweeping a small hill, detonated an anti-personnel booby trap
at (BT 094663) which was believed to be an M-26 grade.  No damage was done
to the tank. 

At 180830H, a tank from the 3rd platoon, Company C, moving to a 
blocking position at (BT 062624) observed 12 VC at BT05?624.  The tank 
fired a warning shot, and the VC continued to run. The tank fired 4 rounds
90mm HE, 3 rounds 90mm canister and 250 rounds .30 cal.  A search of the 
area revealed 2 VC KIA confirmed by body count. 

At 181000H, a flame tank from Company C, in support of infantry, 
detonated a small booby trap mine at (BT 082621). The tank was not 
damaged. 

At 201330H, a section of tanks from Company C, on patrol with the 
infantry at (BT 122623), were requested by the infantry to fire at a 
sniper position at (BT 126624). The tank could not fire the main gun due 
to friendly troops. The tank pursued the sniper with the weapon into the 
treeline. There was one VCS captured. 

At 271900H, a section of tanks from the 2nd platoon, Company C, were on
a mechanized patrol at (BT 101601) when one detonated a mine of 
approximately 40 lbs.  The tank received moderate damage.  There were no 
casualties.  

At 311515H, a tank from the 1st platoon, Company C, enroute to an 
infantry C.P. detonated a mine of approximately 25 lbs at (BT 089626). The
tank was moderately damaged. 

July 1968

First Tanks:
Commanding Officer: LtCol H.W. Hite
Executive Officer: Maj D.R. Dickey
Operations Officers: Capt R.D. Gunselman & Maj J.T. Garcia
Logistics Officers: Maj J.A. Schuyler, Capt D.G. Henderson, Maj D.R. Sparks
Location and Operations Summary:



Seven tanks and one M54 truck were disabled by mines during the month, 
compared to 10 incidents during the same period of 1967 and 13 during last
month.  There was one RPG incident reported during the month. 

In the Southern Sector AOR, numerous sightings indicated an increased 
reconnaissance effort by the enemy.  Most sightings and/or contacts were 
around the Cau Do and Tuy Loan Bridges, Hill 34 Complex, Hoa Cam Training 
Center and the O.P.’s.  

The task organization for the 1st Tank Battalion (Rein) is as follows:

Company A (-)(Rein) D/S Task Force X-RAY (Phu Bai)

Company B (Rein) 2 platoons D/S 5th Marines (DaNang)
2 platoons D/S 7th Marines (DaNang)

Company C (Rein): G/S 1st Marine Division (DaNang)

Company B (Rein), 5th Tank Battalion: D/S 27th Marines (DaNang) 
2nd Platoon D/S ROKMC Brigade

Company A, 1st Anti-tank Battalion: D/S Task Force X-RAY (Phu Bai)

During the month of July the 1st Tank Battalion participated in three 
major operations: Operation Mameluke Thrust, Operation Allen Brook, and 
Operation Houston.  Company B (Rein) had two tanks in support of 7th 
Marines on Mameluke Thrust. On Operation Allen Brook, Company B (Rein), 
5th Tank Battalion, supported the 27th Marines with three tanks. Company A
(-)(Rein), 1st Tank Battalion, and Company A (Rein), 1st Anti-tank 
Battalion, each had a platoon in support of the 5th Marines on Operation 
Houston.  The Operations continue with the same balance of tank support 
although the 5th Marines now control Operation Mameluke Thrust and 
Operation Allen Brook and the 26th Marines now control Operation Houston. 

This is what Ed Gilbert had to say about Mameluke Thrust:   
“Meanwhile on 18 May the 7th Marines opened Operation MAMELUKE THRUST in what the Marines 
sardonically called Happy Valley, southwest of Da Nang. For the rest of the summer months the 
Marines in the two operational areas would march to and fro through the baking, dusty countryside, 
fighting infrequent but exceedingly vicious battles. In July the 5 th Marines shifted MAMELUKE 
THRUST south toward An Hoa, and in August pushed enemy force against blocking positions set up 
by 2/7.  MAMELUKE THRUST would drag on until 23 October.”

Operation Allen Brook
1/7 MARINES was a US Marine Corps unit
2/7 MARINES was a US Marine Corps unit
1/26 MARINES was a US Marine Corps unit
1/27 MARINES was a US Marine Corps unit
Primary service involved, US Marine Corps
Operation ALLEN BROOK 
Quang Nam Province, I Corps, South Vietnam
Location, Hoi An 



Description: The USMC conducted this search and destroy operation west of Hoi An in the "Dodge 
City" and Go Noi Island areas. Casualties: US - 172 KIA, 1,124 WIA; enemy 1,917 KIA

“On 16 July, the 2d Battalion, 27th Marines departed Go Noi Island, having reported killing 144 enemy
at a cost of 4 Marines dead and 147 wounded. Simultaneously, the 3d Battalion, 27th Marines moved 
into the area and assumed responsibility for Operation Allen Brook. The character of the operation 
remained unchanged as the companies of the 3d Battalion alternated between patrolling and 
providing security for the engineers who were methodically scraping the island clean. The 
Communists continued to avoid significant engagements, but they did muster the temerity to fire on 
the aircraft which sprayed the island with herbicides on 18 July and 21 July Meanwhile, the Marines 
continued to fire on small groups of enemy or on Vietnamese voices heard in the night, then searched
the areas later to find an occasional body or blood trail.” (GB68)

Operation Houston 
Operation Houston IV 1 – 25 Jul 68 1st Battalion, 5th Marines, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines and 3rd 

Battalion, 5th Marines operation in Thua Thien Province

From Alan Waugh “Armoured support came from a heavy section of tanks from Company B 5th Tank 
Battalion. Tanks from 1st and 3d Platoon were employed. The tanks played an important role in Allen Brook but
the enemy never massed its forces in sufficient strength long enough for the tanks’ destructive firepower to take 
effect. The tanks had a varied role during the Operation. They offered fire support on the Battalion’s perimeter. 
They escorted Engineer vehicles on hazardous trips to and from Liberty Bridge. The fire power of the tanks 
provided an added degree of security to the otherwise vulnerable LVTEs and Otters. The trips were necessary 
as Liberty Bridge was the evacuation point for damaged vehicles and also a pick-up point for repaired ones. In 
combat the tanks took on several audacious manoeuvres to use the terrifying shock effect of the tanks’ fire 
power. In one manoeuvre a tank infantry assault was launched by Company F. A deep envelopment was made 
against a fortified hamlet with the intention of pushing the enemy within, into a Marine blocking force. The 
momentum of this attack was broken when the lead tank hit a mine, destroying the track and two road wheels. A 
more successful attack took place when a light section of tanks and a Platoon from Company E assaulted a 
suspected enemy base. The base was destroyed but further damage to the fleeing enemy was halted when a tank 
threw a track while trying to cross a berm wall. The tanks’ main shock and awe came when they supported 
‘Killer Teams’. These teams consisted of an artillery FO (Forward Observer) and a Scout Sniper Team. Once 
the Killer Team pin-pointed enemy interdiction into the AO they would call in the tanks’ 90mm HE shells to deal
with the threat. The enemy would be pounded by the tanks, never knowing the Killer Team was in the area! The 
tanks would also be called upon to destroy bunkers.”
and
“During this time 2/27 had carried on with Operation Allen Brook in the Go Noi Island area. The Marines of 
Company F acted heroically when on 7 July a tank hit a 500 lb box mine while moving towards Liberty Bridge. 
The tank burst into flames and the men of Fox ran to help the trapped, stunned tankers. The ammo on the tank 
began to cook off, sending small arms and 90mm rounds in all directions. Due to the quick action of Fox, lives 
were saved. Five Marines needed envacing due to burns. The next day Company E and H set up a joint combat 
base at Lanh Dong (3). Company F provided security for the Engineers and Battalion CP. Company G was 
given the task of escorting the tanks to Liberty Bridge to recover the hulk of a tank. At 0600 a Hunter Killer 
Team from company F saw three VC on a raft drifting serenely down the Song Ba Ren. The raft was taken in a 
hail of sniper fire and all three were killed. 15 minutes later two more VC were spotted and they too were killed 
by the snipers. At 1000 Golf who was escorting an armoured column back to Liberty Bridge had a disaster 
when a booby-trap was tripped, wounding seven Marines. This held things up while an envac was called. Once 
the men had been evacuated Golf carried on to the abandoned tank. All efforts to retrieve this deserted tank 
using tow cables and other tanks proved unsuccessful due to the cables braking and the other tanks sinking into 
the soft sand. They all returned back to the Battalion CP. At 1630 Echo Company’s CP took six enemy 60mm 
mortar rounds. In this attack six Marines were wounded of whom two need to be envaced.”
and



“The next day on 14 July Golf Company was helilifted to Liberty Bridge and from there with tank support they 
returned to the stuck tank. Again it was a struggle but finally thetank was pulled from the deep, soft sand that 
had entrapped the metal beast.”

H&S Company C.O.: Capt G.P. Brodeur
Location: CP (AT 997723) 

C.O. Company “A” (-)(Rein): Capt C.R. Casey
Location and Operations Summary: CP (YD 816165) 

1 July 1968:

At 012055H, the third platoon of Company A, 1st AT Bn, located at (YD 
926203), while in support of 1/5, received heavy machine gun and small 
arms fire and mortar and M79 fire from (YD 922203, YD 922205).  Two Ontos 
returned 106mm recoilless rifle and .30 caliber machine gun fire with 
negative results.

Company A(-)(Rein) is located in the Phu Bai/Gia Le area where they are
in direct support of Task Force X-RAY.  Company A has one platoon in 
support of Operation Houston and one in support of the Phu Bai Defense 
Command. 

C.O. Company “B” (Rein): Capt G.J. Murdock
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 962621) 

3 July 1968: 

At 031110H, a tank from Company B, while escorting a company from 1/7, 
on a road sweep at (At 822554), detonated a 60 lb mine which resulted in 
moderate damage to the vehicle and one friendly WIA (med-evac). 

Company B (Rein) is co-located with the 7th Marines on Hill 55 and had 
four platoons in support of the 7th Marines until 28 July when the company
had to split its assets in order to provide tank support to the 5th 
Marines.  Company B now has two platoons in direct support of the 5th 
Marines and two platoons in direct support of the 7th Marines. Company B 
participated in numerous small unit operations and had two tanks in 
support of Operation Mameluke Thrust. 

12 July 1968: 

At 121150H, one tank from Company B detonated a 100 pound mine at (ZC 
187553) while moving with a sweep team.  The vehicle sustained heavy 
damage. There was one friendly WIA (med-evac).

13 July 1968: 

At 131030H, one tank from Company B detonated a 30 pound mine at (AT 
994575) while in support of 3/26.  The tank sustained moderate damage.  

23 July 1968:



At 230130H, tanks from Company B received approximately 15 mortar 
rounds while at Hill 37 (AT 9230570). The tanks fired .50 caliber machine 
guns at the mortar site (AT 900579).  There was one friendly WIA (med-
evac).

At 230200H, a tank from Company B, at (AT 932691) spotted an enemy 
rocket site at (AT 908735) from which the enemy fired 15 rockets.  The 
tank fired at the site with its 90mm gun. A search revealed a rocket 
bunker and two enemy KIA (not credited to tanks). 

At 230510H, a tank from Company B was struck by an RPG while in night 
position at (AT 910503). No fire was returned.  There were two friendly 
WIA (one med-evac, one non-evac). 

25 July 1968:

At 251140H, one tank from Company B at (AT 928514) received 40 rounds 
of sniper fire from treeline at (AT 923518). The tank returned fire with 
its 90mm gun and silenced the enemy fire.  

26 July 1968:

At 260808H, two tanks from Company B, at (AT 965595) received heavy 
automatic weapons fire from a treeline at (AT 965587) while on sweep with 
3/7. The tanks returned fire with 90mm gun, .30 and .50 caliber machine 
gun with unknown results. 

28 July 1968: 

At 281035H, one tank from Company B while moving in column to An Hoa 
detonated a 20 pound mine at (AT 914503).  There was light damage to the 
tank.

C.O. Company “C” (Rein): Capt R.T. Hopkins
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 997723) 

Company C (Rein) remains at the 1st Tank Battalion CP in general 
support of the Division as the Division Reserve.  Company C also provides 
tanks for the security of the Song Cau Do and Song Tuy Loan Bridges and 
provides tanks to the various OP’s within the Southern Sector Defense 
Command which have observation and fields of fire into the rocket belt. 
These tanks provide valuable direct counter-rocket fire to the south of 
the Song Cau Do. 

C.O. Company “A” (Rein), 1st AT Bn: 1st G.B. Search      
Location and Operations Summary: CP (YD 816135) 

Company A (Rein), 1st Anti-tank Battalion, has its headquarters at the 
Gia Le Combat Base and remains in direct support of Task Force X-RAY.  
Company A has one platoon in support of Operation Houston, one platoon is 



used as a reaction force for the Phu Bai Defense Command, and two platoons
remain at the Gia Le Combat Base as a reaction force. 

At 042010H, a platoon of Company A, 1st Anti-tank Battalion, while in 
support of 1/5 at (YD 977147) received six 82mm mortar rounds. The Ontos 
returned 106mm fire with negative results.

C.O.s Company “B” (Rein), 5th Tk Bn: 1stLt's R.M. Johnstone & M.L Gilman
Location and Operations Summary: CP (BT 072644)  
 
4 July 1968:

At 041315H, a tank from Company B, 5th Tank Battalion, while in support
of 3/27 at (BT 072636) spotted 8 NVA with packs and weapons moving from 
west to east. The tank fired the 90mm gun and .30 caliber machine gun and 
killed 4 NVA.

At 041600H, two tanks from Company B, 5th Tank Battalion, while in 
support of the ROKMC at (BT 064638) were ambushed by estimated 10 to 15 
NVA. The two tanks returned fire with the .30 and .50 caliber machine 
guns. The ambush was broken up and one NVA was killed.

6 July 1968: 

At 060815H, one tank from Company B, 5th Tank Battalion, while in 
support of 2/7 at (AT 987524) spotted two VC entering a bunker at (AT 
985517). The tank fired it 90mm gun at the bunker. The bunker was 
destroyed and one VC killed.

At 061030H, one tank from Company B, 5th Tank Battalion, while in 
support of 2/27 at (AT 989523) spotted 6 VC at (AT 991518) across the 
river running into a bunker. The tank fired the 90mm gun and the .30 and .
50 caliber machine guns resulting in 1 VC KIA. 

At 061235H, one tank from Company B, 5th Tank Battalion, while in 
support of 2/7 at (AT 989523) spotted one VC at (AT 987518) running into 
bunker. The tank fired its 90mm gun at the bunker resulting in one VC KIA 
and secondary explosions.  

Company B, 5th Tank Battalion, supported the 27th Marines on numerous 
small unit operations and with three tanks in supporting 2/7 on Operation 
Allen Brook. 

7 July 1968:

At 070930H, one tank from Company B, 5th Tank Battalion, hit a mine at 
(BT 004631) while returning from a night position. The vehicle was 
moderately damaged.

At 071015H, one tank from Company B, 5th Tank Battalion, hit a mine at 
(AT 952544) while in support of 2/27. The mine caused the fuel cells to 
rupture and the tank caught fire. The fire extinguishers aboard were all 



fired but were not adequate to extinguish the fire. The fire caused the 
ammunition aboard the vehicle to detonate. The vehicle was destroyed. 
There was one friendly WIA (med-evac).

10 July 1968:

At 100815H, one tank from Company B, 5th Tank Battalion, while in 
support of 2/27, detonated a 200 pound mine at (AT 981537). The tank 
sustained heavy damage. There were two friendly WIA (non-evac).  

21 July 1968:

At 211345H, one flame tank and one gun tank from Company B, 5th Tank 
Battalion, while in support of 1/27 at (BT 078658) received 50 rounds of 
small arms fire from treeline at (BT078658). Both tanks returned .30 
caliber machine gun fire and the flame tank burned 75 meters of the 
treeline causing two secondary explosions.  

24 July 1968: 

At 241805H, three tanks from Company B, 5th Tank Battalion, at (BT 
131533) received 10 rounds of 82mm mortar fire. One tank sustained minor 
damage. There were two friendly WIA (one med-evac, one non-evac. 

July 1969

First Tanks:
Commanding Officers: LtCol's D.E. Young & R.B. March
Executive Officers: Maj's D.R. Sparks & R.D. Becker
Operations Officer: Maj J.P. Terpak
Logistics Officer: Maj G.E. Berbaum
Location and Operations Summary:

During the month of July, elements of the 1st Tank Battalion continued 
to support infantry regiments of the 1st Marine Division and the 2nd 
Brigade ROKMC throughout the Southern I Corps by providing road sweeps and
convoy security, counter-rocket and mortar fire, perimeter defense, and 
providing fire support for search and clear and search and destroy 
operations. 

Promotions.  Fifty promotions were affected during the month of July in 
the grades of Private First Class through Master Sergeant.  Eight of these
promotions were attained through Meritorious Combat Promotion. 

Awards.  Fourteen personnel were recommended for personal awards. Eleven 
awards were presented to members of this Battalion, one of which was a 
Purple Heart Medal. 

Task Organization.



The task organization of the 1st Tank Battalion as of 31 July 1969 was:

Company A (-): Cadre

Company B (Rein): 2 platoons D/S 5th Marine Regiment
2 platoons D/S 7th Marine Regiment

Company C (Rein): 2 platoons D/S 1st Marine Regiment
1 platoon D/S 2nd Brigade ROKMC

Company A (Rein), 1st Anti-tank Battalion: Cadre

OPCON 1st Plt Co A, 5th Tank Battalion: D/S 1st Marine Regiment

During July, Southern Sector activities continued to be initiated, 
coordinated and controlled by the Commanding Officer, 1st Tank Battalion. 
During July, there were 1303 activities conducted by Southern Sector 
Defense Command tenant units, including patrols, LP’s, OP’s, and COP’s. 
Enemy activity during the month reached an all time low with only eight 
enemy sightings and actions being reported.  On 2 July OP Hawk received 10
rounds small arms fire.  On 11 July OP Thumb took two enemy under fire 
with M79.  On 19 July 4/11 reported incoming small arms fire.  On 23 July 
1st 175mm Gun Battery reported one person in their wire. During the month 
1st Tank Battalion patrols discovered one tunnel and one M26 grenade 
rigged as a Surprise Firing Device. Of particular note was the total lack 
of enemy rocket attacks on the DaNang Vital area from the rocket belt and 
the absence of enemy ground attacks. 

H&S C.O.'s: Capt's J.K. Marlatt & T.H. Merrell, Jr
Location and Operations Summary:  DaNang (AT 997723) Same as Bn CP.

081330H July 1969: Four tanks from Headquarters Co while in support of 
2/1 at (AT 992544). Fired 90mm at enemy positions. Unknown results. 

Two tanks of the H&S Company Tank Platoon were utilized in a counter-
rocket fire role within the Southern Sector Defense Command. The remaining
four H&S Company tanks provided General Support to the 1st Marine 
Division. 

091800H July 1969: Two tanks from H&S Co while in support of 2/1 at (AT 
971554). Fired 90mm H&I mission. Unknown results. 

092200H July 1969: Two tanks from H&S Co while in support of 2/1 at (AT 
972554). Fired 90mm At suspected VC/NVA positions. 
Unknown results. 

130730H July 1969: Two tanks from H&S Co on an infantry escort mission 
at (AT 969548) fired 90mm and MG at enemy movement. 
Unknown results. 

151435H July 1969: One tank from H&S Co in support of 2/1 detonated a 
105mm round rigged as a mine at (AT 944335). Action 



resulted in one (1) USMC WIA NON-EVAC, and moderate 
damage to tank. 

C.O. Company “A”: 1stLt W.B Blackshear
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 997723) 
Cadre Status

Company A remained in a cadre status. The Company received two tanks, 
thereby filling Table of Equipment deficiencies.  One (1) M51 VTR 
continued as a Table of Equipment deficiency.  The Company A Command Post 
continued to be co-located with that of the 1st Tank Battalion. 

C.O. Company “B”: Capt K.W. Zitz
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 962621) 

Company B (Rein) remained in Direct Support of the 5th and 7th Marine 
Regiments, with two platoons in support of the 5th Marines and two 
platoons in support of the 7th Marines.  The Company B Command Post 
remained co-located with that of the 7th Marines, and the forward Command 
Post remained co-located with that of the 5th Marine Regiment. The two 
platoons in direct support of the 7th Marines were extensively employed on
Hills 10, 37, 41, 55 and 65 bringing direct fire to bear on sighted enemy 
movement as well as infiltration routes. The two platoons in direct 
support of the 5th Marines provided bridge security at Phu Loc (6), road 
sweeps, and perimeter defense for the An Hoa Complex. 

010900H July 1969: Two tanks from Co B spotted 1 VC in the open at (AT 
902451) fired 90mm resulting in 1 VC KIA. 

010615H July 1969: One tank from Co B in support of 1/7 at (AT 900558) 
fired 90mm H&I resulting in treeline and trench line 
destroyed. 

051500H July 1969: Four tanks from Co B while in support of 3/7 fired 
90mm at VC/NVA. Results of 1 VC KIA, packs and 
documents captured.

060800H July 1969: Four tanks from Co B while in support of 3/7 at (AT 
965575) fired 90mm, .30 and .50 caliber at suspected 
VC/NVA positions. Unknown results. 

062120H July 1969: One tank from Co B while in support of 5th Marines at
(AT 879483) fired 90mm at suspected VC positions. 
Unknown results. 

101730H July 1969: One tank from Co B in support of 1/7 at (ZT221562) 
fired 90mm H&I mission destroyed 1 bunker. 

101545H July 1969: One tank from Co B while proceeding to river at (AT 
928528) hit a bump in road knocking a crewman from 
the fender. Resulting in one USMC KIA. Non-hostile. 



KIA” LCpl David N. Harrow, 21, Columbus, OH.
111500H July 1969: One tank from Co B while in support of 1/7 at (ZT 

216537) fired 90mm at enemy rocket sites. Unknown 
results. 

131140H July 1969: One tank from Co B while in support of 1/7 at (AT 
206538) fired 90mm at enemy held treeline and 
bunkers. Unknown results. 

141040H July 1969: Two tanks from Co B while in support of 1/7 at (AT 
206538) fired 90mm H&I at caves and treelines. 
Results unknown.   

221200H July 1969: One tank from Co B received sniper fire at (AT 
958586) returned fire with 90mm with unknown results. 

271200H July 1969: Two tanks from Co B in support of 3/7 fired 90mm at 
treeline at (ZC 209156) with unknown results. 

271900H July 1969: One tank from Co B in support of 3/7 fired 90mm H&I 
mission at suspected enemy positions. Results 
unknown. 

C.O.'s Company “C”: Capt T.H. Merrell, Jr, 1stLt T.G. Roberts & Capt J.K. Marlatt
Location and Operations Summary: CP (BT 078663) 

181700H July 1969: Two tanks from Co C in support of 3/1 reacted to a 
small enemy forces and fired 90mm and MG’s with 
unknown results. 

211620H July 1969: Two gun tanks and one flame tank from Co C in support
of 1/1 sweep area at (AT 978560) fired 90mm and 
Napalm at suspected enemy positions. Unknown results.

220830H July 1969: Two tanks and one flame tank from Co C in support of 
and 1/1 fired at suspected enemy movement at (AT 975571) 

221100H July 1969: with unknown results.

Company C (Rein), continued to be tasked with Direct Support of the 1st
Marine Regiment and the 2nd Brigade ROKMC. The Company C Command Post 
remained co-located with that of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines. The 1st 
Platoon remained in support of the 2nd Brigade ROKMC. The 2nd and 3rd 
platoons in support of the 1st Marine Regiment providing direct fire 
support. Operation Pipestone Canyon decreased in intensity with tanks 
providing security for the land clearing operation. On 20 July, Company C 
assumed OPCON of 1st Platoon Company A, 5th Tank Battalion which provided 
direct support to the 1st Marines. Three of the four H&S Company tanks in 
support of Company C returned to the 1st Tank Battalion Command Post.  

031215H July 1969: One tank from Co C in support of 2/1 fired 90mm and .
30 caliber and .50 caliber at NVA in village at (AT 
953533). Resulting in 10 houses destroyed. 



041945H July 1969: Three tanks from Co C while in support of 2/1 
received sniper fire at (AT 976539). Returned fire 
with 90mm, .30 and .50 MG. 

042145H July 1969: Three tanks from Co C fired 90mm, .30 and .50 to prep
treeline. Results satisfactory. 

Department of Defense Photo (USMC) A37459 7

A radioman with the 1st Marines takes a break while
on one of the numerous patrols that swept and then
reswept both Dodge City and Go Noi Island

221915 July 1969: Two tanks from Co C in support of 1/1 spotted enemy 



troops at (AT 977540) fired 90mm enemy pinned down; 
artillery called.  

231735H July 1969: Two tanks and one Flame tank from Co C in support of 
1/1 fired 90mm at three (3) enemy at (AT 973553) 
artillery mission called. Unknown results. 

261045H July 1969: Two tanks from Co C in support of 1/1 prepped 
treeline at (AT 978598). Unknown results.  

261055H July 1969: Two tanks from Co C in support of 1/1 fired 90mm at 
enemy positions at (AT 991603). Unknown results. 

272100H July 1969: One tank from Co C in support of 3/1 at (AT 959551) 
fired 90mm and MG at enemy who threw a grenade. 
Unknown results. 

272300H July 1969: Two tanks from Co C in support of 3/1 in night 
positions at (AT 981551) received incoming mortar 
fire. Returned fire with 90mm. Mortar fire ceased. 

280730H July 1969: One flame tank from Co C fired napalm into suspected 
enemy positions at (AT 988599) while in support of 
3/1. Unknown results.  

280930H July 1969: Two tanks from Co C while in support of 3/1 at (AT 
959551) reconed by fire a treeline along a riverbank 
with 90mm and MG. Numerous secondary explosions and 
four basket boats discovered.  

281030H July 1969: One tank from Co C triggered a Surprise Firing Device
at (AT 959551). Negative damage to tank and crew.  

C.O. Company “A”, 1st AT Bn: 1stLt B.J. Bethel
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 997723) 
Cadre Status

Company A (Rein), 1st Anti-tank Battalion remained in a cadre status.  
The Company Command Post remained co-located with that of 1st Tank 
Battalion. 

July 1965

First Antitank:
Commanding Officer: Maj A.J. Eagan
Executive Officer: Maj's R.E. Harris
Operations Officer: Maj A.J. Eagan
Logistics Officer: Maj J.J. Keefe
Location: Camp Pendleton, CA



At the beginning of Fiscal Year 66, Major A.J. EAGAN was in command of 
the 1st Antitank Battalion (-). Company C, under the command of 1st Lt. 
W.F. SNYDER, had deployed in late May to the Far East as part of RLT-7. 

Tactical Employment of the Ontos in RVN.

Information received from units of this Battalion deployed in RVN state
that the Ontos is being used primarily to support the infantry by fire. 
This being the secondary mission of the Antitank Battalion, several new 
methods for the tactical employment of the Ontos have been conceived and 
put into practice in RVN. The versatility and mobility of the vehicle have
been demonstrated by the successful completion of a variety of assigned 
missions. The letters in enclosure discuss these new developments in 
detail. 

H&S Company C.O.: Capt J.W. Schroeder
Location: Camp Pendleton, CA

C.O. Company “B”: Capt J.E. Feeler
Location and Operations Summary: 

In early July, 1st Platoon, Company B, commanded by 2nd Lt F.S. ROE, 
deployed with BLT-1/5 to Kaneohe, there to form part of the new 1st Marine
Brigade. 

July 1966

First Anti Tanks:
Commanding Officer: Maj R.E. Harris
Executive Officer: Maj A.J. Eagan
Operations Officer: Maj A.J. Eagan
Logistics Officer: 1satLt T.F. Dempsey
Location and Operations Summary:  

Throughout the reporting period subordinate units of this Command were 
assigned missions as follows:

Company A (-) OPCON 3rd Marine Division, DS 1st Marines

Company B (-) (Rein) DS 5th Marines, DS Chu Lai Defense Command 

Company C (-) DS 7th Marines

H&S Company C.O.: 1stLt W.D. Webster

C.O. Company “A”: Capt G.R. Van Horn 

C.O. Company “B”: Capt J.E. Feeler
Location and Operations Summary:

2 July.  2nd platoon, Company B participated in a search and destroy 
mission with Companies G and H, 2/5. See reference (e). 



26 July. Light section 2nd platoon, Company B participated in a search and
destroy mission in support of a platoon from Company H, 2/5.  See 
reference (o). 

C.O. Company “C”: 1stLt D.R. West
Location and Operations Summary: 

8 July.  Light section 3rd platoon, Company C participated in a sweep with
M-3/7. See reference (h).

12 July.  Light section 3rd platoon DS Company M, 3/7 at Tien Dao Hill. 
See reference (i).

15 July.  Company M, 3/7 attacked by reinforced Viet Cong Company at Tien 
Dao Hill. Light section of Ontos provided support throughout the attack. 
Four Marines from Company C, 1st Antitank Battalion were WIA during this 
action. See reference (k).

26-2? July.  Company C (-) supported the 7th Marines during Operation 
FRANKLIN I. See references (b) and (c).

Note: Trying to summarize Ontos action is tougher than herding cats. These guys were everywhere! 
The command chronologies are detailed down to names of crews. This level of detail is found 
nowhere else in the archives of command chronologies. If you want to research further into the 
actions of Ontos you are encouraged to read the complete command chronologies, access them 
through the Foundation's web site. Tank CCs are up to 300+ pages much of which is of slight interest 
(being generous) to most. However, the Ontos CCs are 30+ pages long and they are action filled and 
detailed. To complicate reporting, the Ontos were phased out halfway through the war and strained 
through the sieve of the supporting respective Tank battalions. From that point on, Tank's CCs mostly 
mentioned the attached Ontos in passing and very little of what the Ontos did was reported in any 
great detail. Next will be an extract of the 1st Anti Tank CC for July of 1967. There are 13 2ndLts on 
the battalion staff and companies! This is an indicator that "someone" had placed Antitanks as a low 
priority for manning to T/O. 

July 1967

First Antitanks:
Commanding Officers: Maj P.S. Galligan & LtCol P.D. Reissner
Executive Officer: Maj P.S. Galligan
Operations Officers: 2ndLt's M.J. Borek & J.W. Carter
Logistics Officer: 1stLt V.C. Davis

1-31 July 1967.  The Battalion continued its mission of supporting the 
Southern Sector Rear Area Defense by running both day and night patrols 
and Operations in the assigned SOR. The additional commitment of providing
a rifle squad to patrol the Western flank of the Sothern Sector was also 
accomplished. (U)

1-31 July 1967. The Ontos mounted 106mm RR standdown was still in effect 
during the month of July.  A total of15 Ontos have had .50 caliber machine
guns mounted (two per vehicle), and these have proven to be effective. (S)



H&S Company C.O.s: 2ndLt J.C. Hancock, 1stLt R.H. Reitmeier & 2ndLt R.E. Bailey

C.O. Company “A”:  2nd Lt B.H. Bailey
Location and Operations Summary: 

7 July Ontos A-34 of Company A struck a land mine estimated 30 pounds TNT
at coordinates (BT 117628), resulting in 3 USMC WIA Non-medevac.  
Right suspension system was destroyed and the Ontos was evacuated 
two weeks later. All 3 WIA’s returned to duty after first aid. 

25 July Ontos A-12, 1st Platoon, Company A, at coordinates (BT 055675), 
passed over an enemy box type land mine, pressure detonated after 
the vehicle passed over it. Results: Minor damage to the vehicle 
and 2 USMC WIA Non-medevacs. Both WIA’s returned to duty after 
receiving first aid. 

29 July Ontos A-13, 1st Platoon, Company A, while located at coordinates 
(BT 069677) received 300 rounds automatic weapons fire from 15 VC
at coordinates (BT 069678). A-13 returned 200 rounds .30 caliber.
Search of the area was made, and blood trails were found. 
Results: 2 VC KIA Probable.

1st Platoon SSgt G.T. ELEY Jr.
2nd Platoon SSgt E. WALKER Jr.
3rd Platoon 2ndLt D.E. Dove

1st PLT, DS 3rd Bn First Marines
2nd PLT, DS 2nd Bn First Marines
3rd PLT, DS 1st Bn First Marines

C.O. Company “B”: Capt A.R. Green
Location and Operations Summary: 

8 July Two Ontos from 3rd Platoon, Company B, with a reinforced platoon 
from Company K, 5th Marines, left at 0600H as a reaction force to 
assist platoon under attack at coordinates (BT 219358). Vehicles 
fired 400 rounds .30 caliber at fleeing VC in treeline. Area was 
swept by Company K. Results, Unknown.

16 July Two Ontos from 1st Platoon, Company B on a search and destroy 
mission with 2nd Platoon, Company L, 5th Marines, were engaged in 
a two sided ambush by an unknown number of VC firing automatic 
weapons at coordinates (BT 112468).  Ontos expended 300 rounds 
of .30 caliber and, on order from infantry Platoon Commander, 
fired two rounds HEPT 106mm, and one round 106mm FLECHETTE. Firing
ceased. Area was searched with unknown results. 

1st Platoon 1-21 July: SSgt J.M. KING
22-31 July: 2dLt G.B. MCDOWELL

2d Platoon 2dLt W.A. BROWN
3d Platoon SSgt M.C. HAMBY



LOCATION.

 1-16 July: Hill 29, Quang Nam, RVN
16-31 July: Hill 63, Quang Tin, RVN

C.O.s Company “C”: Capt's D.M. Hutson & W.E. Nelson
Location and Operations Summary: 

12 July 3rd Platoon, Company C, with light section from 2nd Platoon, 
Company C, began Direct Support of 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines, 
on Operation GEM.  At 1700H Ontos C-34 at coordinates (AT 
862563) spotted two VC running into a house. Fired 25 rounds of
.50 caliber machine gun which were on target. Area not searched
due to water barrier. Results: 2 VC KIA Probable. 

14 July At 1130H Ontos C-34 in support of Operation GEM at coordinates
(AT 863566) picked up 15 male and 2 female refuges, ages 10-50;
two (2) turned over to 3/7. Results: 2 VC Suspect. 

17 July At 1400H 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines at Hill 10 (coordinates AT
923693) spotted VC Battalion at coordinates (AT 900710). The 
3rd Platoon, Company C moved 4 Ontos to Hill 10. No contact was
made. 

19 July At 2310H Ontos C-35 located at coordinates (AT 92_?__)spotted 
10 VC at coordinates (AT 932712) and fired 23 rounds _?_ 
caliber. 

The following morning a patrol from 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines found 
several blood trails and drag marks.  Results: 3 VC KIA Probable. 

29 July Ontos C-12 medevaced 3 USMC WIA’s from 1st Battalion, 7th 
Marines, from coordinates (AT 948583) to BAS Hill 55 (AT 
968622). 

1st Plt. Comdr. 1stLt S.C. BERMAN 

2nd Plt. Comdr. SSgt. J.W. HAYNES
3rd Plt. Comdr.   1 July - 28 July 1967 2ndLt J.K. ALEXANDER
3rd Plt. Comdr. 28 July - 31 July 2ndLt D.L. BROWN

Location.
1-31 July 1967. DaNang, RVN

July 1965

Third Tanks
Note: The Command Diary (pre-dates command chronologies) is mostly eligible and pages missing 
and out of sequence. There is no S-staff Officers identified. There is only a few incidents of 2-3 shots 
from a sniper from time-to-time during this reporting period. It may be noted that the Capt Sander's 



Company "C" located at Chu Lai is also not reported on. Today, he may take exception to that "non-
reporting" at the time he was fighting a war.  

Commanding Officer: LtCol S.R. Jones, Jr.
Executive Officer: Unnamed 
Operations Officer: Unnamed
Logistics Officer: Unnamed
Location and Operations Summary:  Da Nang (AT 988711)

Background.  During the first week in June 1965 Third Tank Battalion (-) 
was alerted for deployment to the Republic of Vietnam. At this time, 
Company “A” was located at DaNang, Republic of Vietnam, attached to the 
Third Marine Regiment.  Company “C” was located at Chu Lai, Republic of 
Vietnam, attached to the Fourth Marines. Third Tank Battalion Headquarters
and Company “B” (-) were located at Camp Hansen, Okinawa.  On 25 June 1965
Third Tank Battalion (-) consisting of Headquarters and Service Company 
and Company “B” (-), attached to Regimental Landing Team - Nine, departed 
Camp Hansen, Okinawa and embarked aboard amphibious shipping of the 
Seventh Fleet. Headquarters, Third Tank Battalion was located aboard the 
USS WASHTENAW COUNTY - LST 1166.  On 3 July 1965, Battalion Headquarters 
and Headquarters and Service Company, Third Tank Battalion departed Naha 
Port, Okinawa for DaNang Port, Red Beach Two, Republic of Vietnam.     

On 8 July 1965 Headquarters, Third Tank Battalion debarked at Red Beach
Two, DaNang Port, Republic of Vietnam and established the Command Post 
adjacent to Company “A” at (AT 985742). On 10 July 1965 the Command Post 
moved to the southern perimeter of the Division Area of Responsibility at 
(AT 988711).  Extensive defensive positions were established in 
coordination with the Ninth Marines, Third Anti-Tank Battalion, and the 
First Amphibian Tractor Battalion.  

The Third Tank Battalion mission is to provide combat support for the 
Third Marine Division in current operations utilizing mobility, armor-
protection, fire power, and shock action to close with and destroy enemy 
forces, fortifications and materials. The Third Tank Battalion (-) is in 
general support of the Third Marine Division with a tank company (-) in 
direst support operational control of the Ninth Marines, and a tank 
company attached to the Fourth Marines. 

On 24 July 1965 Third Marine Division Operation Order placed the Third 
Tank Battalion (-) in general support of the Third Marine Division. Third 
Tank Battalion was directed to provide one company (-) in direct support 
under the operational control of the Third Marines and to provide one 
company (-) in direct support under the operational control of the Ninth 
Marines. Company “A” (-) Rein. was placed in direct support operational 
control of the Third Marines and Company “B” (-)Rein. was placed in direct
support operational control of the Ninth Marines.  Company “C” (-) Rein. 
remained attached to the Fourth Marines in Chu Lai and the Third Platoon, 
Company “C” remained attached to the Third Battalion, Fourth Marines in 
Phu Bai. 

H&S Company C.O.: Capt H.A. Bertrand



Location: DaNang

C.O.'s Company “A”: Capt's J.B. Donovan Jr. & F.W. Jarnot 
Location: DaNang

C.O. Company “B”: Capt A.E. Lee
Location: DaNang

C.O. Company “C”: Capt J.P Sanders 
Location: Chu Lai

July 1966

Third Tanks
Commanding Officer: LtCol M.L. Raphael
Executive Officer: Maj J.G. Doss
Operations Officer: Capt A.W. Facklam, Jr.
Logistics Officer: Maj W.J. Decota
Location and Operations Summary:  Da Nang (AT 989708)

Within the DaNang TAOR, the majority of the operations were centered 
around the movement south of the Song Ky Lam and Song Thu Bon waterway and
into the Macon area. This operation involved the fording of a major river 
by 11 gun tanks, 3 flame tanks and a tank retriever to support the multi-
battalion search and clear operation. The problem of finding a ford with a
solid enough bottom that would support 52 tons at a point where the depth 
would not rise more than 4 feet was solved expediently by Company “B” 
personnel. This effort was not in vain as tanks demonstrated their 
inherent mobility and armor protected fire power with a telling effect on 
the enemy.  



Marine tanks and infantry deploy in Operation Macon . The tread marks of the tanks 
provide a foot path for the troops in the tall grass . (GB66)

    During Operation Macon, tanks expended 212 rounds of 90mm, 150 rounds 
of caliber .50 and 8,330 rounds of caliber .30 ammunition. A total of 53 
VC KBGF confirmed were credited to tank action. Tank units were credited 
with an additional 37 VC KBGF probable, 12 VC WBGF probable, and 15 VCS 
apprehended. Tank action accounted for 45 buildings destroyed and 
destruction of 2 fighting holes and bunkers. An ammunition cache 
containing 241 hand grenades and 18 claymore mines was discovered by tank 
personnel.

The battalion was reinforced by tanks and amphibian tractors . On 7 July, six tanks and two LVTs crossed the Thu Bon and entered the
operation, later joined by eight tanks, one tank retriever, five LVTP-5s and two LVTP-6s . 13 By 10 July, the infantry and mechanized 
units reached the lines of the 1st Battalion, 3d Marines at the railroad . The second phase of Macon came to an end .
The VC had offered little resistance . (GB66)



SSgt Charles W. Pierce, a tank section leader, scans the landscape in the An Hoa sector during Operation
Macon. The M48 tank is armed with .50 caliber (pictured above) and .30 caliber machine guns and a
90mm gun. (GB66)

At the completion of the third phase of Operation Macon, the 2nd 
platoon of Company “B” was left in the Macon area and accompanied 3/9 to 
the An Hoa industrial area. All other tanks were extracted from the Macon 
area and continued operations north of the Song Thu Bon and Song Ky Lam. 

Company “A”, “B”, and “C” 3d Tank Battalion and Company “C”, 1st Tank 
Battalion (OpCon 3d Tank Battalion), continued to direct support of the 4 
infantry regiments within the DaNang and Phu Bai TAOR during the month of 
July 1966.   

Company “A” (-) (Rein) was in direct support of the 3d Marine Regiment. 

Company “B” (Rein) was in direct support of the 9th Marine Regiment. 
The 3d platoon of Company “A” was OpCon to Company “B”. 

Company “C” (Rein) operating in the Hue-Phu Bai area is in direct 
support of the 4th Marine Regiment. 

Company “C” (-) (Rein), 1st Tank Battalion is in direct support of the 
1st Marine Regiment. 

Note: In addition to the increased kinetic action the Tank Battalion was heavily involved with Civic 
Action. The records show the width and breadth of its program 

H&S Company C.O.s: Capt's J.B. Terpak & P.F. Lessard
Location: DaNang (AT 989708)



C.O.'s Company “A”: 1stLt H.L. Steigleman & Capt L.A. Brandt 
Location and Operations Summary:  Da Nang (AT 946762)

The CC for Company "A" - as well as the other 2 letter companies - details the day-to-day activities, 
which generally speaking were quite similar in general. They included fragmentation of the company 
into platoon-size units and further deployment by sections in support of infantry companies 
encountering both antitank and anti-personnel mines. Detonating personnel mines - most often to 
save the supporting infantry units - was pursued by design. The antitank mining most often only 
temporarily disabled the tank and damaged the suspension systems. Every type of 90mm round was 
used and .30cal .50cal coax and turret mounted machine gun fire was delivered generously. Most 
often body count could not be confirmed due to distance to the target and/or reduced light. And, as 
often as not, secondary explosions were observed from 90mm firers. Results of H&I fires were 
particularly difficult to assess. The use of the tanks' search lights provided good results. The infantry 
praised the support of tanks for the timeliness and accuracy of their delivery of ordnance as well as 
the effective range and diversity of their weapons. The extra elevation of the tank commander 
provided a wider range of target acquisition that the ground-level infantry. And especially entertaining 
was the ability to vaporize a sampan and its passengers with a single 90mm round and turn to dust a 
bunker that housed the enemy delivering automatic weapons fire on the Grunt Marines.

July 1967

Third Tanks
Commanding Officer: LtCol F.D. Chapman
Executive Officers: Maj's V.L. Sylvester, P.F. Lessard & K.J. Fontenot
Operations Officers: Maj P.F. Lessard, Capt D.B. Garner & Maj B.M. MacLaren
Logistics Officer: Capt E.L. Fox
Location and Operations Summary:  Phu Bai/Gia Le Combat Base

An increase in operations during the month of July in the 3d Marine 
Division TAOR resulted in an increase in NVA/VC contacts. Operation 
Hickory III during the last week of the month was the major commitment 
involving platoons from Company “A” and Company “B”. There was an increase
in the use of tanks to escort “rough rider” convoys in Operation 
Cumberland and Operation Fremont. The presence of tanks in the convoy 
columns appeared to reduce the number of NVA/VC attacks on the movements. 
A section of Company “C” tanks registered good results in direct fire from
Hill 51 at targets of opportunity in the Fremont area. 

During July the locations of the gun companies and their supported units 
were as follows: 

Company “A” (Rein) D/S 9th Marine Regiment (Dong Ha)
Company “B” (Rein) (-) D/S 3d Marine Regiment (Camp Carroll)
3d Platoon, Company “B” D/S 26th Marine Regiment (Khe Sanh)
Company “C” (Rein) D/S 4th Marine Regiment (Phong Dien)

H&S Company C.O.'s: 2ndLt A.W. Hauser, Jr. & Capt J.M. Magot
Location and Operations Summary:  Phu Bai/Gia Le Combat Base

The 3d Tank Battalion Command Group and H&S Company at the Gia Le 
Combat Base had only two engagements with the enemy. An ambush was sprung 
on 10 to 15 VC, resulting in captured documents and two enemy KIA 
(probable).



19 July 1967:  At 192100H an H&S Company patrol at (YD 832168) ambushed 10
to 15 VC. The patrol fired, causing one VC KIA (probable). The VC broke 
contact and the patrol pulled back to the Battalion CP. At first light on 
20 July a patrol went out to investigate the ambush site. One diary and 
one knife were found in the vicinity of the action. 

C.O. Company “A”: Capt P.E. Byrne
Location and Operations Summary:  Dong Ha

4 July 1967: At 041300H four tanks from Company “A” at (YD 123733) fired 
38 rounds of 90mm HE and 14 rounds of 90mm canister at suspected company 
fortified position. Results were 10 enemy KIA (probable).  

At 040930H a tank from Company “A” hit an anti-tank mine at (YD 
518867), Results were heavy damage to the tank and two USMC WIA (non-evac).
 

At 061245H a Company “A” tank at (YD 140718) received an RPG-2 hit to 
the cupola and small arms fire. Results of action were two USMC WIA (med-
evac). 

At 061800H a Company “A” tank at (YD 133723) received an RPG-2 hit 
which caused a fire inside the turret. Another tank received RPG-2 fire. 
Results were five USMC WIA. 

14 July 1967.  At 142120H tanks from Company “A” at (YD 213732) received 
enemy mortar rounds resulting in two USMC WIA (non-evac). 

27 July 1967. At 271900H a Company “A” tank was hit by an enemy artillery 
round. The results were moderate damage to the tank, four USMC KIA, and 
six USMC WIA (med-evac).

KIA’s:
Cpl David E. Flaningham, USMC, 22, Rockford, IL
LCpl Manuel M. Garcia, Jr., USMC, 19, Los Angeles, CA
LCpl Miles E. Jansen, USMC, 20, St. Paul. MN
Pvt Raymond J. Ludwig, USMC, 19, Wilmington, DE 

28 July 1967: Company “A” tanks in a relief column at (YD 233745) received
three recoilless rifle rounds, resulting in light damage to the tanks and 
two WIA (non-evac). Tanks destroyed three enemy observation ladders by 
crushing and observed tracked vehicle tracks of unknown origin.   

At 281725H Company “A” tanks in support of 2/9, Operation Hickory III 
damaged seven enemy bunkers at (YD 084753) with 41 90mm HE rounds. 

At 291700H a Company “A” heavy tank section at (YD 088734) in support 
of 2/9 was ambushed. One tank was penetrated by an RPG round. Tanks 
returned fire with 15 90mm canister rounds and 225 .30 caliber machine gun
rounds with inconclusive results. USMC casualties were one KIA and six WIA
(med-evac); four WIA’s later returned to duty. 



KIA: PFC Eric M. Dewey, USMC, 20, Bishop, CA

C.O. Company “B”: Capt E.J. Cline
Location and Operations Summary:  Da Nang Camp J.J. Carroll

2 July 1967:  From 021130H to 021900H four tanks from Company “B” fired 65
rounds of 90mm canister, 56 rounds of 90mm HE, and 4000 rounds of .30 
caliber in support of a company sweep by 1/9. Results were four USMC WIA 
(med-evac) and 40 NVA KIA (probable). 

At 060815H Company “B” tanks at (YD 115673) fired 4000 .30 caliber 
rounds, 40 90mm HE rounds, and 18 90mm canister rounds at suspected enemy 
positions. Results of the engagement were four USMC WIA, 10 NVA KIA 
(confirmed) and 12 NVA KIA (probable). 

C.O. Company “C”: Capt R.L. Ruhlman 
Location and Operations Summary:  Phong Dien

At 111635H a Company “C” tank at (YD 549282) fired one round of 90mm HE
at six VC moving in a southeasterly direction. Results were six VC KIA 
(confirmed). 

At 191530H two Company “C” tanks were escorting a convoy at (YD 653095)
when the lead tank received an RPG-2 penetration. The tank sustained light
damage. One USMC WIA (med-evac) also resulted. 

23 July 1967: At 231420H two Company “C” tanks escorted a rough rider on 
Operation Cumberland in the vicinity of (YD 684098). The lead tank was 
ambushed, receiving two RPG penetrations. Result was two USMC WIA (med-
evac).  Tanks returned fire with eight 90mm canister rounds, 15 90mm HE 
rounds, 5800 .30 caliber rounds, and 200 .50 caliber rounds with 
inconclusive results. 

July 1968

Third Tanks
Commanding Officers: LtCol K.J. Fontenot & Maj C.J. Samuelson
Executive Officers: Maj's C.J. Samuelson & J.W. Lowe, Jr
Operations Officer: Capt C.L. Sale
Logistics Officers: May J.W. Lowe, Jr. & Capt C.W. Reinke
Location and Operations Summary:  Quang Tri

Tanks operating with the 9th Marine Regiment in the area north of Con 
Thien below the Demilitarized Zone participated in the capture of many 
enemy weapons in both large and small caches. Evidence that elements of 
the enemy’s 27th Independent Regiment and 270th Regiment were operating in
the Con Thien, A3 area was found; however, no significant contacts were 
made. 

Incidences of NVA/VC anti-tank mining showed a noticeable increase, 
especially in the Napoleon/Saline area north of the Cua Viet River. There 
were also numerous incidents of mines in the Leatherneck Square area on 



primary and secondary roads, as the enemy continued his tactic of LOC 
interdiction. Large numbers of anti-tank mines were uncovered in caches 
located by Marines operating in the area.  

H&S Company C.O.'s: 1stLt's J.B. Georgaklis & G.D. Platt
Location and Operations Summary:  Quang Tri

Battalion Headquarters.  The Battalion Headquarters continued to defend 
its sector of Quang Tri Combat Base, utilizing patrols and LP’s along with
the perimeter bunkers. 

C.O.'s Company “A”: Capt E.V. Sullivan & 1stLt J.A. Spalsbury
Location and Operations Summary:  Dong Ha

Company A. Company A, participating in Operations Napoleon/Saline and 
Kentucky, supported the 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines; 1s and 3rd Battalions,
3rd Marines; 2nd Battalion, 26th Marines; the 9th Marine Regiment; and the
1st Air Cavalry Division.

From 1 through 8 July, the 2nd Platoon supported the 1st Battalion, 3rd
Marines, operating southeast of Gio Linh, with fire suppression missions, 
direct fire against enemy personnel, both in bunkers and in the open, and 
counter-mortar fire. The tanks accounted for 55 KIA (C). One tank (A25) 
suffered mine damage, was repaired and continued to operate. 

The Company, minus the 2nd Platoon, reinforced with its flame 
section, participated with the 9th Marines in an operation around Con 
Thien, from 7 through 15 July. The Company provided direct and counter-
mortar fire support, and conducted sweeps with the infantry. 14 KIA(C) 
were credited to the Company. One tank (A53) took a direct hit on the 
turret by an 82mm mortar round, causing the evacuation of a platoon 
sergeant. The tank was short-tracked and continued to perform its mission. 

Other activity during the month included direct fire at enemy in the 
open and at enemy observation posts, resulting in three KIA(C), three 
houses destroyed and three secondary explosions. Several sweeps and 
patrols with the infantry were conducted. On one of the patrols two tanks 
(A25 and A35) were submerged while crossing a tidal stream. Two other 
tanks (A23 and A35) sustained mine damage while operating with the 
supported infantry.   

C.O.'s Company “B”: Capt C.W. Reinke & 1stLt J.T. Miller
Location and Operations Summary:  Camp J.J. Carroll

Company B.  From the first through the fifth of the month, the 3rd Platoon
of Company B maintained its positions at Khe Sanh Combat Base, providing 
support for the units moving out of Khe Sanh. 

On 5 July a Company B truck was fired on by a sniper between the Rock 
Pile and Camp Carroll on Route #9. The occupants of the vehicle retuned 
fire and continued moving. No results could be determined. 



At the Rock Pile on 19 July B14 was hit with a 122mm rocket. Extensive 
damage to the fire control system inside the turret was caused by the 
concussion.

Supporting Task Force Hotel; the 3rd and 4th Marine Regiments; the 1st 
Battalion, 4th Marines; and the 1st and 2nd Battalions, 9th Marines in the
Lancaster and Scotland II Operations, Company B provided counter-rocket 
fire and direct fire at enemy troops in the open and at suspected enemy 
concentrations. 

C.O. Company “C”: Capt J.L. Lindsey
Location and Operations Summary:  Cam Lo

Company C.  During the first part of July the 3rd Platoon of Company C 
continued to provide road security along Route #9 in support of Task Force
Hotel and the 1st Marines in the Scotland II AO. With the evacuation of 
Khe Sanh Combat Base, the Platoon returned to the Company Command Post at 
Cam Lo. 

From 1 through 8 July the 1st Platoon, supporting both the 3rd 
Battalion, 4th Marines and the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines in the coastal 
area north of Cua Viet, conducted sweeps with the infantry. The platoon 
accounted for five KIA(C). One Marine tanker was killed and two were 
wounded during the operation. Three tanks (C11, C13 and C14) hit mines 
sustaining suspension damage. While the retriever (C43) was attempting to 
retrieve C14, C14 became mired in loose sand so deep so as to make the 
extraction impossible. The tank was stripped and then destroyed in place. 

KIA: Cpl Ronald E. Ingram, USMC, 19, Redwood, CA

On 29 July, the tanks at Cam Lo assisted other elements of task Force 
Mike in securing a landing zone in the C-3 Bridge area for the 2nd ARVN 
Regiment, which began an operation in the Cam Vu area.

Other elements of the Company remained in support of the 1st Amtrac 
Battalion and the 3rd Marines (later the 1st Marines) in Operation 
Napoleon/Saline AO. The Company Headquarters and the remainder of the 
tanks continued in support of Task Force Mike in defense of C-3, C-3 
Bridge and Cam Lo District Headquarters. 

C.O.'s Company “A”, 3rd ATBn: 1stLt's A.A. Owen & J.T. Gulley
Location and Operations Summary:  Khe Sanh & Quang Tri

Company A, 3rd Anti-tanks. Company A, 3rd Anti-tanks, continued supporting
Task Force Hotel in Operation Scotland II during the first part of July.  
On 6 July, the Company was one of the last units to move out of Khe Sanh 
Combat Base.

The Company Command Post was relocated at Quang Tri Combat Base with 
elements at Dong Ha, Cam Lo, C-2 Bridge and Con Thien, in support of Task 
Force Mike, the 1st Marines, and the 2nd Battalion, 26th Marines.
 



July 1969

Third Tanks
Commanding Officers: LtCol J. Sleger, Jr. & Maj R.G. Kennedy
Executive Officer: Maj's H.L. Bauknight
Operations Officer: 1stLt B.J. Tisa
Logistics Officer: Capt W.N. Crafton
Location and Operations Summary:  Quang Tri

Third Tank Battalion, in general support of 3d Marine Division (-) 
(Rein), primarily Third Tank Battalion, in general support of 3d Marine 
Division (-) (Rein), primarily supported the 3d and 4th Marine Regiments. 
One tank company participated in a three day search and destroy operation 
with 3d Battalion, 3d Marine Regiment west of C-2.  Throughout the month, 
the companies continued supporting the infantry with armored reaction 
forces and providing security for fixed installations.  Additionally, 90mm
main gun H&I fires were provided at fixed installations in conjunction 
with the flame tank platoon burning heavy vegetation around defensive 
perimeters.  During this period of operation, there was no mine damage 
sustained, however, three tanks were damaged by enemy RPG fires.  

3d Tank Battalion G/S 3d Marine Division 1-31 July
Company A (Rein) D/S 3d Marine Regiment 1-31 July 
Company B (Rein) D/S Task Force Hotel 1-8 July

D/S 4th Marine Regiment 9-31 July
Company C IAW RLT 9 Op. Ord. 6-69 1-13 July

IAW CG, 3d Mar Div msg
180352ZJUL69 14-31 July

Company A, 3d AT Bn. IAW RLT 9 Op. Ord. 6-69 1-13 July
IAW CG, 3d Mar Div msg
180352ZJUL69 14-31 July

8 July 1969 3d Tank Battalion received the Meritorious Unit Citation
at Dong Ha Combat Base, RVN.

H&S Company C.O.: Capt R.J. Paterson
Location and Operations Summary:  Quang Tri

3d Tank Battalion continued providing active defense of its sector 
(KILO) within the QTOB utilizing patrols, ambushes, OP’s and IP’s in 
addition to manning perimeter bunkers.  

C.O.'s Company “A” (Rein): Capt M.C. Wunsch & 1stLt D.J. Ralston
Location and Operations Summary:  Dong Ha & Quang Tri

Company A (Rein)

Company A remained in direct support of the 3d Marine Regiment 
throughout the month providing security for fixed installations and an 
armored reaction force.  A Company units at C-2 and A-4 reacted to 
numerous contacts in the areas surrounding C-2 and A-4 while supporting 3d 



Battalion, 3d Marines.   On 25 July, A Company (-) commenced movement to 
northwest of C-2 with K/3/3 to exploit heavy enemy movement sightings.  On
27 July, A Company (-) and K/3/3, at grid 072658, received 40 rounds 82mm 
mortar fire resulting in three wounded for Company A (-).  

A Company (-) fired counter mortar fire at grid 074677.  K/3/3 swept 
the area finding bunkers, 82mm mortar rounds and fighting holes with signs
of recent activities.  At 280400H A Company (-) and K/3/3’s night 
defensive position at (YD 088651) was attacked by an unknown size enemy 
element with automatic weapons and RPG fire.  Three tanks took direct hits
causing moderate to heavy damage.  A Company (-) sustained 6 WIA (E) and 3
KIA.  Follow-up sweeps of the area produced 21 NVA (C).  A Company (-) 
returned to C-2 with K/3/3 and resumed their reaction/security mission for
the remainder of the month.

27 July 1969 “A” Company sustained 3 WIA (NE) from mortar attack.
28 July 1969 “A” Company sustained 3 KIA, 6 WIA (E) and 3 tanks

damaged from RPG fire while engaged in combat 
operations.  

KIA’s: 
Capt Michael C Wunsch, USMC, 25, Feasterville, PA
HM3 Michael N. Colton, USN, 21, Alexandria, MN
PFC Stephen Dowdell, USMC, 20, Alhambra, CA

C.O. Company “B” (Rein): 1stLt W.J. Davis
Location and Operations Summary:  Vinh Dai

Company B (Rein)
During the first part of the month Company B remained in D/S of Task 

Force Hotel with the mission of security/reaction.  On 9 July, Company B 
was placed in D/S of the 4th Marine Regiment in a security reaction role. 
Company B fired 90mm main gun H&I fires throughout the month in support of
the 4th Marines.

C.O. Company “C”: 1stLt R.M. Flick
Location and Operations Summary:

During the first part of July, Company C remained at QTOB in compliance
with RLT 9 Operation Order 6-69.  On 13 July, Company C embarked with RLT 
9.

C Company, 3d Tank Battalion, with a personnel strength of 2 officers 
and 61 enlisted, including two corpsmen, was dropped in accordance with 
CG, 3d MarDiv msg 180352ZJUL69 on 13 July 1969.
C.O. Company “A”, 3rdATBn: 1stLt's J.W. Jackson
Location and Operations Summary:

Company A, remained deployed with RLT 9 in compliance with RLT 9 
Operation Order 6-69.

Company A, 3d Anti-Tank Battalion, with a personnel strength of 1 
officer and 18 enlisted, was TAD from 1 July 1969 to 13 July 1969 in 
accordance with CG, 3d Marine Division LtrO 7B/JHH/bar over 1321 of 13 



July 1969.  On 14 July 1969, Company A, 3d Anti-Tank Battalion was dropped
in accordance with CG.  3dMarDiv msg 180352ZJUL69.  

July 1965
Third Antitanks
During July, 1965 the 3rd Antitank Battalion (-) relocated from Okinawa to the Republic of South 
Vietnam. The Command Chronology begins on 9 July when the first elements of the battalion arrived 
in RVN waters and disembarked over Red Beach, DaNang. The CC does not follow the prescribed 
format but rather provides a narrative of activities associated with landing, moving to a new CP area, 
deploying assets, setting up defensive positions, reconning the anticipated operating areas for 
trafficability of the Ontos, and developing operating SOPs. 

Commanding Officers: Maj E.E. Brooks & LtCol B.A. Heflin
Executive Officer: Maj's E.E. Brooks
Location and Operations Summary:

The 3d Antitank Battalion (-) consisting of H&S Company (8 Officer and 
75 Marine Enlisted, 2 Navy Enlisted) embarked aboard APA 27 at WHITE 
BEACH, OKINAWA on 30 June 1965, and sailed 030300 July 1965.  Arrived and 
disembarked at DaNang, Republic of South Vietnam 9 July 1965.  Moved into 
bivouac (AT 983744).  On 10 July, relocated at (AT 987711) and set up 
defensive positions and H&S Company bivouac.  Company “A” (-) (Rein) 
arrived via surface transportation at DaNang, Republic of South Vietnam on
12 April 1965.  Company “B” (-) (Rein) arrived via surface transportation 
at Chu Lai, Republic of South Vietnam on 7 May 1965.  Company C (-) (Rein)
arrived on 8 July 1965 via surface transportation and disembarked at 
DaNang, Republic of South Vietnam.  

On 24 Jul65 the Battalion was deployed as follows:
(Note 3d  Marine Division Operation Order 321A-65)

(1) 3d Anti-Tank Battalion (-)
H&S Company……………………DaNang, Republic of South Vietnam AT987711

(2) Company “A” (Rein), direct support of 3d Marine Regiment
 (a)  1st platoon in direct support of 1st Battalion, 3d Marines

(b)  2nd platoon in direct support of 2nd Battalion, 3d Marines
(c)  3d platoon Company “B” attached to the 3d Battalion, 4th 

Marines
(3) Company “C” (-) (Rein) direct support of 9th Marine Regiment

(a)  1st platoon direct support of 1st Battalion, 9th Marines
(b)  2nd platoon direct support of 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines

(4) Company “B” (Rein) attached to the 4th Marine Regiment
(a)  1st platoon direct support of 1st Battalion, 4th Marines
(b)  2nd platoon direct support of 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines
(c)  3d platoon Company “A” direct support of 3d Battalion, 3d 

Marines

After landing on 9 July 1965 the Battalion generally set up a hasty 
defense and began initial construction of the C.P. site i.e., Maintenance,
Supply, Communications and Motor Transport.  The particular executive 
staff selection set up their shops and effected liaison with the infantry 
Battalions and 3d Marine Division Headquarters.  The principle effort of 



the Battalion during the month of July was devoted to construction of the 
C.P. site and familiarization with the particular problems of the Ontos 
encountered in Vietnam. By the end of July the Battalion was dug in and 
support facilities constructed to handle the administration and logistical
support required by Company “A” and Company “C”.  It became apparent that 
the Ontos was contributing to the overall effectiveness of the Infantry 
man in the field through its designated secondary mission as a direct fire
support weapon.  Because the Ontos is light it can traverse most of the 
bridges, because it is small it can be camouflaged with the front line 
infantry Marine and because of its fire control system it can rapidly 
engage targets.  The general nature of the targets are bunkers and 
fortified buildings, which are destroyed using the major caliber round.  
The caliber .30 machine gun comes to the aid of the infantry against 
targets not requiring a major caliber round i.e., troops in the open.

Lt  Col BRUCE A. HEFLIN reported aboard.
Relief for Major E.E. BROOKS.  
Major BROOKS assumed duties as battalion X.O.

The battalion made initial contact with the locals and immediately commenced a civic action program 
in the adjacent village

July 1966
Third Antitanks
Commanding Officers: LtCol B.A. Heflin & Maj E.R. Larson
Executive Officer: Maj E.E. Brooks
Operations Officers: Maj E.R. Larson & WO C.C. Harris
Logistics Officer: Maj K.E. Sharff
Location and Operations Summary: Da Nang

H&S Company C.O.: Capt B.M. Mathews
Location and Operations Summary:  DaNang

H&S Company.  The company continued its role of providing administrative 
and logistical support of the ONTOS companies during the month.  The 
Battalion portion of sub-sector I, Southern Sector, Division Rear Area was
effectively covered by night patrols as well as ambushes.  The Battalion 
reaction platoon dispatched a squad on three occasions to the village of 
YEN BAC (AT 985708) to investigate disturbances; no contact was reported. 
The commitment laid on the Company to provide one squad OPCON of the 3d 
Tank Battalion to assist in defense of the LAAM Battery on Hill 327 
continued throughout the month.  

C.O.'s Company “A”: Capt's S.R. Stewart & A.A. Compton
Location and Operations Summary:  

Company “A” in direct support of the 3d Marine Regiment.  ( DANANG TAOR)

1st Plt, Co “A” in direct support of Company “I”, 1/3, and Companies “G” &
“H” 2/3



2nd Plt, Co “A” in direct support of Companies “C” 1/3, and “D” 1/3

3rd Plt, Co “A” in direct support of Companies “E” 2/3 and “G” 2/4

Company “A” continued in direct support of the 3d Marine Regiment.  The
1st Platoon continued to support the 2nd Battalion, 3d Marines.  The month
commenced with one ONTOS section in support of “F” 2/3 on Hill 65 (AT 
878577) and the other ONTOS section in support of “G” 2/3 at (AT913598).  
One ONTOS was in support of “I” 3/3 at (AT 929691).  On 1 July the ONTOS 
section with “F” 2/3 supported a two platoon sweep adjacent to Hill 65.  
No contact was reported.  On 9 July the ONTOS supporting “I” 3/3 displaced
to (AT 944782) where it became OPCON of the 2nd Plt, “A” Company.  From 1-
15 July the platoon expended 72 major (106mm recoilless rifle HEP-T) 
rounds on Harassing and Interdiction (H&I) fire missions.  On 10 July the 
ONTOS section in support of “F” 2/3 supported a platoon sized patrol.  
Negative results were reported.  On 11 July the same ONTOS section, 
supporting a platoon from “F” 2/3, fired 22 major rounds and 2000 cal .30 
machine gun rounds at VC located by and in houses and haystacks.  Results 
were four secondary explosions sighted.  From 11-20 July the platoon 
expended 162 major rounds in H& I fire missions from Hill 65.  On 27 July 
the ONTOS section with “G” 2/3 displaced to (AT 916592), where it had the 
mission of providing counter fires for 2/3.  The ONTOS section on Hill 65 
expended 163 major rounds on H&I missions from 21-31 July.  The 2nd Platoon
continued in direct support of Companies “C” and “D” 1/3, one ONTOS 
section with “D” 1/3 at LE MY (AT 899820), one ONTOS section with “C” 1/3 
on Hill 358 (AT 931885) and one ONTOS at AI VAN pass in support of a 
platoon from “C” 1/3. On 1 July one ONTOS provided cover for an infantry 
sweep of (AT 922792), with negative results.  On 7 July the ONTOS at AI 
VAN pass was used to set up a road block.  On 9 July one ONTOS was placed 
OPCON of 2nd platoon from the 1st Plt and was positioned as part of the 
company reaction force at the CP (AT 944782). From 7-10 July the Platoon 
expended 467 major (106mm recoilless rifle) rounds on H&I missions.  On 16
July the ONTOS at the platoon CP was used as a “show of force” at KIM LIEM
(AT 924857) during the night.  The platoon provided a road block at AI VAN
pass on 16 & 17 July for a “Rough Rider” convoy.  From 11-20 July the 
platoon expended 750 major rounds on H&I missions.  On 24 July one ONTOS 
supported the infantry security element during a rice harvest in GS (AT 
8485), remaining on that mission until 26 July.  From 21-31 July, 619 
major rounds were expended on H&I fire missions.  

  

C.O. Company “B”: Capt D.C. Satcher
Location and Operations Summary:  Hue-Phu Bai TAOR

Company “B” in direct support of the 4th Marine Regiment (PHU BAI TAOR)

1st Plt, Co “B” in direct support of the 4th Marines

2nd Plt, Co “B” in direct support of the 4th Marines



3rd Plt, Co “B” in direct support of the 1st Bn., 4th Marines

Company “B” continued in direct support of the 4th Marine Regiment.  
The 1st Platoon commenced the month in direct support of the 4th Marines, 
maintaining defensive positions from 1 to 11 July 66.  On 12 July Company 
“B” received a Frag Order from the Commanding Officer, 4th Marines to 
deploy one ONTOS platoon and the Company Command Group to DONG HA (YD 
244599), in support of Operation HASTINGS.  At this time the 1stPlatoon 
was assigned the mission of providing security in the 1/4 vital area, 
relieving the 3rdPlt, Company “B”.  The platoon remained in defensive 
positions for the remainder of the month with the exception of one ONTOS 
section which provided a convoy escort mission.  The ONTOS section 
departed PHU BAI, escorting a convoy to DONG HA on 15 July and returned on
16 July.  The 2nd Platoon commenced the reporting period in direct support
of the 4th Marines.  On 8 July the Company received a Frag Order to send 
one platoon to DONG HA Airstrip (YD 244599).  The platoon departed PHU BAI
at 100640H July, providing convoy escort to DONG HA.  Upon arrival it was 
placed in direct support of 2/1.  On 14 July when Company “B” (-) arrived 
at DONG HA the platoon rejoined the Company for the deployment to Cam Lo 
(YD 132594) for Operation HASTINGS.  Upon arriving at CAM LO, the platoon 
was placed in defensive positions guarding the Task Force Delta CP and 
helicopter LZ.  On 30 July the platoon was chopped from direct support of 
the 4th Marines and placed under OPCON of 3/4.

The platoon remained at CAM LO with 3/4 while the remainder of the 
company displaced to DONG HA, enroute to the PHU BAI TAOR.  The 3d Platoon
started the month in direct support of the 1st Battalion, 4th Marines.  
Three positions were manned within the 1/4 TAOR from dusk to dawn nightly.
On 12 July the platoon was relieved by the 1st Platoon for deployment on 
Operation HASTINGS.  The platoon departed PHU BAI for CAM LO, with the 
Company “B” Command Group at 130555H July.  It was assigned convoy escort 
duties for the movement.  When the convoy reached THON MY CHANH (YD 
404475) it was help up because of a blown bridge.  The ONTOS as well as 
all wheeled vehicles in the convoy were ferried across the Song CO LAU 
river by an ARVN bridge platoon.  During the crossing one ARVN truck sank 
in the river and was retrieved by the Company “B” wrecker and crew.  A 
defensive perimeter was established for the night at (YD 412475), the 
ONTOS providing security for the night.  On 14 July the convoy arrived in 
DONG HA (YD 244599).  At this time the Platoon joined the Company and 
continued to the Task Force Delta CP at CAM LO (YD 132591).  The platoon 
was assigned defensive positions within the TFD CP perimeter.  One ONTOS 
section practiced indirect fire procedures, firing 36 106mm recoilless 
rifle rounds under control of the 3/12 FSCC.  The evaluation was 
excellent.  On 30 June the company departed for PHU BAI.  The Platoon was 
chopped to OPCON of 3/4 and remained at CAM LO as perimeter security.  

C.O.'s Company “C": Capt F. Firing & 1stLt S.T. Flynn
Location and Operations Summary:

Company “C” in direct support of the 9th  Marine Regiment (DANANG TAOR)
1st Plt, Co “C” in direct support of the 2nd  Bn., 9th   Marines
2nd  Plt. Co “C” in direct support of the 9th   Marine Regiment



3d Plt, Co “C” in direct support of the 1st Bn., 9th   Marines

Company “C” continued in direct support of the 9th Marine Regiment.  
The 1st Platoon continued in direct support of the 1st Battalion, 9th   
Marines.  On 1 July one ONTOS section was in direct support of “G” 2/9 at 
(BT 024577), one ONTOS section was at the 2/9 CP (BT 015627).  On 3 July 
one ONTOS in support of “G” 2/9 fired three major rounds at a building (BT
025577), destroying it, with no report of enemy casualties.  On 4 July the
ONTOS section with “G” 2/9 supported them on a search and destroy mission,
with no contact reported.  On 5 July the ONTOS switched locations; the 
section with 2/9 CP exchanged mission with the section with “G” 2/9.  
During the relief one ONTOS section received 25 VC SA rounds at (BT 
048607).  No casualties were reported. 

On 7July the ONTOS section with “G” 2/9 provided convoy escort to (AT 
992577) and return (BT 024577).  No contact was reported.  From 11-18 July
the ONTOS sections remained in support of “G” 2/9 and the 2/9 CP.  On 19 
July one ONTOS in support of “G” 2/9 located three minefields in vicinity 
of a bridge at (BT 012568).  On 20 July “F” 2/9 switched positions at (BT 
024577) with “G” 2/9, the ONTOS section at that position remained, now in 
support of “F” 2/9.  On 20 July this ONTOS section supported an “F” 2/9 
convoy to (AT 964606).  On the return one AmTrac detonated a mine at (AT 
989580), at which time the VC fired 15 rounds of SA at the convoy.  The 
ONTOS returned fire with 1500 cal .30 machine gun rounds.  The VC broke 
contact.  No damage to ONTOS or crew casualties was reported.  On 22 July 
the ONTOS section at 2/9 CP escorted two OTTERS to (AT 996618) and return,
with no contact reported.  The remainder of the month was without 
incident.  The month ended with one ONTOS section at the 2/9 CP (BT 
015627) and the other section at the “F” 2/9 CP (BT 024577).  The 2nd 
Platoon started the month at the Company “C” CP (Rear) (AT 998723).  On 5 
July the rear CP was closed and all activities moved to Hill 55 (AT 
960620).  The 2nd Platoon moved to Hill 55 at that time.  On 8 July one 
ONTOS section was placed in direct support of “D” 1/9 (AT 947547).  On 10 
July this ONTOS section fired five major rounds and 600 cal .30 machine 
gun rounds in support of “D” 1/9 (AT 953544).  Three houses were 
destroyed, with three VC KIA (PROB) credited to the fire mission.  On 11 
July this same section supported “D” 1/9 on a Search and Clear operation 
from (AT 941546) to (AT 937554).  Two major rounds were fired, destroying 
two houses.  A group of VC (AT 937552) were fired on resulting in four VC 
KIA (PROB).  Fire was later received from (AT 937554).  Return fire with 
200 cal .30 machine gun rounds and four Cal .50 spotter rounds was 
directed at the VC with no determined results.  On 16 July this ONTOS 
section supported “D” 1/9 in a Search and Clear operation from (AT 947547)
to (AT 949583).  The ONTOS fired three major rounds and 350 Cal .30 
machine gun rounds at the VC located at (AT 946574), resulting in four VC 
KIA (PROB).  On 18 July the ONTOS section at the platoon CP displaced to 
support “B” 1/9 (AT 923543).  This ONTOS section, while with “B” 1/9 at 
(AT 929533) observed VC boats along the river bank (AT 904526).  Twenty 
Cal .30 machinegun rounds were fired at the boats, however the range was 
too great for accurate damage assessment.  On 20 July the same section 
sighted 25-30 VC unloading sampans at (AT 904526).  Six major rounds were 
fired into a treeline located at the junction of the SONG THU BON and SONG



VU GIA rivers (AT 914534) to (AT 917535).  Two rounds fell short and 
landed in the SONG THU BON river, without detonating.  The other four 
rounds resulted in the destruction of two houses, one secondary explosion,
one secondary fire and three VC KIA (PROB).  Later that day the ONTOS 
section sighted 25 VC in khaki uniforms in boats at (AT 904526).  Five 
major rounds were fired, resulting in the destruction of one boat and five
VC KIA (PROB).  Six additional major rounds were fired resulting in the 
destruction of four more boats and the collapsing of two caves.  A total 
of 17 106mm recoilless rifle rounds HEP-T, 20 Cal .30 machine gun and 10 
Cal .50 spotter rounds were fired during this action.  On 27 July the 
ONTOS section with “D” 1/9 fired 300 Cal .30 machine gun rounds at two VC 
with no confirmed results.  

On 28 July this same section sank two VC sampans with 500 Cal .30 
machine gun rounds.  No VC KIA or WIA were confirmed.  On 30 July one 
ONTOS from the section supporting “B” 1/9 fired 10 Cal 30 machine.gun 
rounds at a VC boat located at (AT.914532), with no confirmed results.  
Later that day the ONTOS fired 12 Cal .30 machine.gun rounds at a VC boat 
located at (AT.912535), and an additional 20 machine.gun rounds at a VC 
boat with 5 VC observed at (AT.914535), with results unknown.  All of the 
action noted above was on the SONG THU BON River.  The 3d Platoon started 
the month in direct support of the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines.  One ONTOS 
section was on Hill 55 (AT 960620) at the 1/9 CP, the other ONTOS section 
at (AT 911939) with “B” 1/9.  On 2 July the ONTOS section with “B” 1/9 
fired 12 major rounds resulting in the destruction of nine boats and three
houses at (AT 904538).  On 4 July the same section supported a sweep of 
Company “B” to (AT 920540).  No contact was reported.  That evening the 
ONTOS fired seven major rounds from the Company “B” night defensive 
position (AT 912539) to (AT 902531) - (AT 914534) with undetermined 
results.  On 5 July this same ONTOS section was positioned at a rive block
(SONG VU GIA River) with “D” 1/9.  On 6 July VC sniper fire was received. 
Nine major rounds were fired at the source (A T927530) - (AT 925534), and 
sniper fire ceased.  On 7 July the ONTOS section fired 14 major, 500 Cal .
30 machine gun and 100 Cal .50 spotting rifle rounds into (AT 906539) – 
(AT 905538) when a USMC helicopter was hit by an estimated 20 VC.  Results
were undetermined.  On 9 July the same ONTOS section with “B” 1/9 fired 10
major and 25 Cal .50 spotting rifle rounds from (AT 903542) to (AT 
900539), resulting in the destruction of two houses and one newly 
constructed VC bunker.  On 10 July the same ONTOS section received VC 
sniper fire from (AT 895544), apparently from a high powered rifle with a 
scope.  One ONTOS returned fire with 15 major rounds, 250 Cal .30 machine 
gun, and 25 Cal .50 spotting rifle rounds.  The VC sniper fire ceased.  On
12 July the ONTOS section with “B” 1/9 fired five major rounds from 
(AT.903543) to (AT.904548).  In addition to eight Cal .50 spotting rounds 
and 250 Cal .30 machine gun rounds were fired at VC sniper.  Results were 
one VC KIA (CONF).  From 14-20 July the platoon displaced to the Company 
CP located on Hill 55 (AT.963612).  On arriving at the Company CP one 
ONTOS was sent to reinforce the 2nd Plt, and shared in action noted in 
connection with support of “D” 1/9 above.  One ONTOS was positioned as 
part of the Company CP defensive.  The remainder of the platoon was 
located at the 3d ATBn CP for maintenance.



C.O. Company “A” (-), 1st ATBn: Capt G.R. Van Horn
Location and Operations Summary:

Company “A” (-) 1st ATBn   (OPCON 3d ATBn) in direct support of the 1st 
Marine Regiment (DANANG TAOR)
1st Plt, Co “A” in direct support of the 1st Battalion, 1st Marines
3d Plt, Co “A” in direct support of the 1st Battalion, 1st Marines

Company “A” (-), 1st ATBn remained in direct support of the 1st Marine 
Regiment.  The 1st Platoon started the month at the 1st Bn, 1st Marines CP
(BT 073659).  On 2 July the platoon was placed in direct support of “D” 
1/1 at (BT 083644).  On 5 July the “D” 1/1 CP displaced to (BT 080641).  
The platoon supported a “K” 3/1 sweep from (BT 073708) to (BT 065705).  No
contact was reported.  The 3d Platoon started the month at the 1st Bn, 1st
Marines CP (BT 073659).  On 2 July the platoon was placed in direct 
support of “D” 1/1.  One ONTOS remained at the 1/1 CP (BT 073659).

One ONTOS section was located at (BT 059647) in support of the 1st 
Platoon “D” 1/1 and the other section at (BT 104655) in support of the 3d 
Platoon “D” 1/1.  On 4 July one ONTOS was hit by VC small arms fire on the
number 2 and 3 recoilless rifles.  Both rifles were taken to FLSG for a 
service-ability check.  On 5 July the 1st Platoon “D” 1/1 displaced to (BT
069639) and the ONTOS displaced with it.  The same day the ONTOS section 
with the 3d Platoon “D” 1/1 displaced to (BT 109642).  On 6 July the ONTOS
section with the 1st Platoon “D” 1/1, fired three major rounds (106mm 
recoilless rifle HEP-T) and 800 rounds of Cal .30 machine gun ammunition 
at VC snipers, with negative results.  On 9 July the ONTOS section with 
1st Platoon, “D” 1/1 fired six major rounds at snipers located at (BT 
054650) with negative results.  The same day the other ONTOS section 
located at (BT070650) fired 100 rounds of Cal 30 machine gun ammunition at
VC snipers located at (BT070648) and (BT067649) with negative results.  On
13 July one ONTOS supporting 2nd Platoon “D” 1/1 and one ONTOS from the 
1/1 CP were dispatched to (BT 050645) where a “D” 1/1 patrol was under 
fire from VC snipers.  The ONTOS fired 10 major rounds at hedgerows (BT 
048645) with negative results.  On 15 July the entire platoon moved to (BT
081642) in support of “D” 1/1.  On 17 July one ONTOS returning from the 3d
ATBn maintenance area to “D” 1/1 was being led by an M-422 Mighty Mite.  
The M-422 was ambushed by an unknown number of VC at (BT 069690).  The VC 
fired 30 rounds of small arms at the Marines in the M-422.  The Marines 
returned fire with 25 rounds of 7.62mm and .45 Cal ammunition.  When the 
ONTOS arrived on the scene the VC broke contact.  Negative results were 
reported.  On 17 July one ONTOS section was assigned a direct support 
mission for “M” 3/1 (BT 049692) on a COUNTY FAIR mission.  

July 1967

Note: The reporting by the Third AT's was outstanding in its detail. It is nearly impossible to break out 
the action of individual companies because the events are all grouped together by company. Unique 
to the Antitanks, however, is that the companies submitted their own CCs for further study. In those 
by-company CCs one will find not only the C.O.'s name but that of the X.O. and all the Platoon 
Leaders.



There's is Ontos in-country after this time (July '67) however their action is reported in the acquiring 
Tank Bn CC's. From the reporting and then research perspective, this is unfortunate because the 
Tank Bn CC's reporting of the Ontos action if at all, if very abbreviated.

Third Antitanks
Commanding Officer: LtCol C.R. Casey
Executive Officer: Maj C.R. Stiffer
Operations Officers: Capt B. Hastings & Maj R.M. Jordan
Logistics Officer: Capt B. Hastings
Location and Operations Summary: Da Nang
H&S Company C.O.: Capt B.M. Mathews
Location and Operations Summary:  Da Nang
 
H&S Company.  The company remained with the battalion CP at (YD 825153).  
The reaction platoon conducted thirty night and nine daylight patrols and 
ambushes as part of the local security effort.  One cave was found and 
blown by 3d Engineer Battalion.

Bunkers and fields of fire for automatic weapons were improved.  Work on 
the S-3 bunker continued while the laying of tangle foot wire was 
commenced on the northern portion of the perimeter.  

C.O. Company “A”: Capt K.L. Hock
Location and Operations Summary:  Khe Sanh (XD 843418)

Company “A”.  The Company Headquarters remained at Khe Sanh (XD 843418)
with the 2nd and 3rd platoons.  The 1st platoon remains in direct support 
of 3rd Marines at Camp Carroll (YD 060541).  Company “A” participated in 
Operation CROCKET from 1-16 July and Operation ARDMORE from 16-31 July.  
1st platoon participated in Operation HICKORY II from   _? _July.

In preparation for an anticipated artillery shoot at specific sights in
vicinity (XL 7134 and XD 7135), an enemy infiltration route three 
reconnaissance missions were made just west of Lang Vei (XD 793361).  A 
light section of Ontos, accompanying an armored column made recon inserts 
at (XD 821454 and XD 754356). Additionally, the company participated in 
patrols and mine sweeps on 2, 5, 6, 8, 9, 18, 19, 21, 24, 25 and 27 July 
1967.

C.O. Company “B”: Capt J.E Reilly
Location and Operations Summary:  (YD 532517)

Company “B”.  During July, the Company CP (fwd) remained in direct 
support of 4th Marines at (YD 532317) with CP (rear) at the battalion CP 
in Gia Le.  1st platoon moved from support of 1st ARVN Division on 13 July
and was replaced by 2nd platoon.  

Operations include, CHOCTAW (1-9 July), FREEMONT (10-31 July) and 
CUMBERLAND (28-31 July).  Additionally, 2nd platoon relieved 1st platoon 
in direct support of 1st Battalion, 3rd Regiment (14-20 July) and 3rd 
Battalion, 3rd Regiment (21-31 July), 1st ARVN Division at (YD 691241).



On 6 July 1st platoon received an incoming grenade; no friendly 
casualties.  Two VC were taken under fire by B-23 with one KIA (prob).

At  _?_2230H  July, 2nd  platoon fired 39 HEPT rounds in support of 
Company “B”, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Regiment, 1st ARVN Division.  This action 
resulted in two VC KIA (conf), several captured automatic weapons and 
various maps and documents.  During the night of 26 July, 2nd platoon 
accounted for 5 VC KIA (conf) by firing 38 HEPT rounds at (YD 675235), a 
distance of about 3000 meters from the Ontos.  The latter was a fire 
request from 1st Battalion, 3rd Regiment, 1st ARVN Division which had a 
patrol in that vicinity.  

It was noted that the US Army Advisor with the 1st Battalion, 3rd 
Regiment, 1st ARVN Division is very satisfied with the added security to 
his position (YD 691214) by 2nd platoon.  He stated that his position 
would be untenable without the Ontos platoon there.  

 
C.O.'s Company “C”: Capt's B.F. Ennis & T.J. Solak
Location and Operations Summary:  Dong Ha (YD 231583)

Company “C”.  During July Company “C” participate in Operations CIMARRON 
(1-2 July), BUFFALO (2-14 July), HICKORY II (14-16 July), KINGFISHER (16-
31 July) and HIGH RISE (1-31 July).

The company continued in direct support of 9th Marines with the Company
Headquarters and 1st platoon remaining at Dong Ha (YD 231583), 2nd platoon
at Gio-Linh (YD 215740), 3d platoon at Cam Lo (YD 140616) and 4thplatoon 
at Con Thien (YD 116701).

On 15 and 16 July 3d platoon received incoming mortars damaging an 
antenna base, piercing two 106mm rifles and one Marine was medevaced.    

On HICKORY II (14-16 July) 1st platoon showed the rough terrain 
maneuverability of the Ontos by breaking trail in extremely thick 
vegetation.

On 29 July 1st platoon participated in the portion of Operation 
KINGFISHER in the DMZ in support of 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines.  Two Ontos
were damaged, 2 Ontos commanders and one driver were killed, and 11 
platoon members were wounded in this eight hour fight.  The ontos 
Commanders were killed trying to break up the ambush.  The Beehive round 
was used and several NVA were found with flechettes in their remains. 

KIA’s: 
Sgt James M. Lynch, USMC, 24, Cheltenham, PA
Cpl Dewey L. Beatty, USMC, 19, Seattle, WA
LCpl Alan C. Erickson, USMC, 20, Seattle, WA
  

It appeared that the NVA were attempting to destroy the ontos commander
instead of the ontos, as evidence by the fact that 2 RPG’s were fired 



high, at the commander rather than the vehicle itself.  During the month 
the company received one R&E Ontos USMC 226675.


