January 1966
Third Tanks

Note: This CC has an S-1 Personnel Annex. Most CC's do not. The MarCorHistDiv

cannot explain why the S-1 Annexes are routinely omitted lest it be privacy concerns at

that period of time.

Commanding Officer: LtCol M.L. Raphael

Executive Officer: Maj J.G. Doss, Jr.

Operations Officer: Maj H.L. Maxwell

Logistics Officer: Maj F.W. Coates

Location & Operations Summary: Da Nang (AT 989708)

The incréase in strergth over the last reporving period may.
be explained partizlly through the joining of programmed re«
placements to this organizetion, but more important to this
increase was the joining of "i" Company, lst!Tank Battalion
heretofore attached to RLT=-1., The joining of "A" Qompany
established this organization with I'ive gun pompanies. &
Flame Section did not arrive with ".' Company nor did any of
the company's gun pinioons, Only the "A" Company Headquarters
element of 2 Officers end 39 enlisteq Marines and 1 Navy
Corpsman were joined. Since "A" Companv, lst Tank Battalion
was directed to assune the tctical obligations previously
assigned to "C" Company, 3d Tank Battclion, two platoons from
"c" Company, 3d Tank Batta’ion were transferred to "A" Company,

Tt Manls Ratr+aldrnn

On 3 January elements of Company B, Compa a
Battalion Headquarters participated in 6pera€12g ﬁérvggngzgk
in support of 1st Battalion, 9th Marines., This search and
destroy operation involved the largest number of tracked vee
hicles used by the Marine Corps thus far in Vietnam. The
Commanding Officer of 3d Tank Battalion was coordinator and
tracked vehicle advisor to the infantry battalion commander,
The tanks were used as the point and rear guard for the ara
mored column, reconnaissance, destruction of fortified posi-
tions, and perimeter security, On 28 January War Bormet II
was conducted, With the ex@egbion of there being less tracked
vehicles, this operation was the sam¢ as the operation held
on 3 January. The same problems of tracked vehicle control
and coordination existed in the conduct of this operation
and again the Commanding Officer of 34 Tank Battalion was
¥racked vehicle ooordinetor and advisor for the infantry bvat.
:alion commander. The tanks had the same mission -2 in the
first operation
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on 20 January 1966, Company A (-) (Rein), 1st Tank Bate
talion came under administrative control of 3d Tank Battal-
fon while remaining atteched to ist Marines., The ist and 2d
platoons of Company C (-) (Rein), 34 Tank Battalion were as- L
signed to Company A (-) (Rein), 1st Tank Battalion, Com- i
pany C remains attached to Lth Marines, Company:B (Rein), :
1st Tank Battalion remains attached to 7th Marines. All are
supporting operaticns in the Chu Lai Enclave. Operational .
control is exercisel by the supported units, Administratlive
control and logistical support is exercised and provided by i,
Commanding Officer, 3d Zank Battalion, ' s

Companies A and B, 34 Tank Battalion remain in direct
support of 3d Marines &énd 9th Marines respectively. Opera-
tions are in support of the Da Neng Enclave with one platoon
supporting operations in the Hue-Phu Bai Enclave,

command and contrcl of tank units operating in the three
enclaves is exercised through: frequent command and staff
visits; a monthly commc1d &nd staff conference; daily commu-
nication between battalion and each company; and, submission .
of periodic reports of rctivities by each company.

H&S Company C.O.: Capt A.E. Lee
Location: Da Nang (AT 989708)

During the month of January H&S Company conducted 22
daylight patrols and 9 night aulushes in areas adjacent to
the Battalion Cp. The battalion continued to provide one
infantry platoon on standby for immediate employment in the
3d Marine Division TaOR.

C.0O. Company “A”: Capt F.W. Jarnot
Location: Da Nang (AT 946762)

Company A remaing in direct support of the 34 Marines,
occupying strong points along the LR and providing a mobile
reserve force for the regiment, Tanks in the company were
also used for indirect long-range fire, The 34 platoon, Come
pany A, attached to the 2¢ Battalion, 1st Marines, occuples
strong points on Highway 1 and provided the battalion with a
mobile reserve force, Thlis platoon had three contacts while
in support of Marine and ARVN operations. The tanks are cred=-
ited with an estimated 48 vC XIA (K0 of these according to
ARVN count).

C.O. Company “B”: Capt W.A. Coomes
Location: Da Nang (AT 067719)

company B remains in direct support of the 9th Marines, Cot
one platoon is in support of the 24 Battalion and the 34 Bate
talion, 34 Marines, whiie the remainder support the lst Bat. '
talion. The 1st platocn, Company ¢ is also in support of the '
2d Battalion and the 34 Battallon, 34 Marines, As in the past
four months, this company continues to have the majority of
tank offensive actions.

During January, elcments of Company B participated in 28
search and clecar or gearch and destroy coperations, 5 armored
patrols, and werec used 8 times in a mobile reserve capacity,
The company had 37 VC contacts end killed an estimated 34 VC
and wounded an estimated 13 VC. The company has 6 tanks on
hill #55 (AT 970620), These tanks are being used extensively
to fire deep H and I's south of the hill, - .
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C.0O. Company “C”: Capt E.L. Erickson
Location: Chu Lai (BT 531094)

Ccompany C, attached to the 4th Marines, occupled strong
points along the MIR and provided & mobile reserve force in
the Chu Lai enclave. The Headquarters tanks were used to sup-
port Company G while the 2d platoon is in direct support of
the 24 Battalion and the 3d platoon supports the 1st Battali.
on, On 20 Jenuary the two platoons of Company C were placed
under OPCON of Company A, 1st Tank Battalion just recently
arrived in RUN. The Company C Headquarters remains attached
to the 4th Marines., Company A, 1st Tank Battalion is attached
to the 1st Marines. : o - . .

C.O. Company "A", 1st Tanks: 1stLt J.D. Sparks

Location: Chu Lai (BT 533080)

Note: Company "A" is only the Hq Personnel who came ashore at Chu Lai w/no tanks.
Rather reminds one of the many time the infantry Bn. C.O.s came ashore leaving their
Tanks and Ontos sitting in the well decks of their respective amphibious shipping.

(1) Company "A" (=), lst Tank Battelion landed in Chu Lai,
3d Tank Battalion was directed to transfer the 1st and 2nd Platoons
of NCH Company, 3d Tanks to MAM Companys The transfer of supplies
and equipment; the sorting of the outstanding requisitions pertain-
ing to the transferred platoons; and the transfer of personnsl is a
problem which will require close supervision and coordination.

C.0O. Company "B", 1st Tanks: Capt H.A. Bertrand, Jr.

Location: Chu Lai (BT 548060)

Company B, 1st Tanlk btttalion, attached to the 7th Ma«
rines, supported operations within the TAOR, participating in :
search and clear and search 2nd destroy operations:and supe. . : EE
port of patrols, The coupary conducted beach patrols in the o
TAOR and provided one sectiun for the defonse of .the Chu Lal
Airfield, o .



January 1967

Third Tanks

Commanding Officer: LtCol W.R. Corson

Executive Officer: Maj E.R. Larson

Operations Officer: Maj E.L. Tunget

Logistics Officer: Maj J.P. Schultz

Location & Operations Summary: DaNang (AT 989708)




During the month of Jamuaty 1967, the Third Tank Battalion ree
mained in support of the First and Third Marine Divisiongi In the
Dahang T4ORj ih@ Battalion Headguartors; Headquarters and Sertice
Compariy (-), and Company "B" (Rein), were under the operational con-
trol of the Commarding General, First Marine Division. In the Dong
Ha TAOR, Company "A" (Rein), Company "C" (Rein), and the Forward
Uperating Oroup (Det., H&S Company) were under the operationsl cone
trol of the Commmding General, Third Harine Division. The Forward
Operating Group continued to provide logistical amd maintcnance sup-
port for "A" and "C" Companies. Administrative control for the entire
Battalion remained with the Third Marine Division.

i

On 6 January 1967, the First Platoon of Company "3B" was trans-
ferred to BLT 3/9 for rotation to Ukinawa. On 7 January 1967, the
tank platoon attached to BLT 2/L was joined and assigned to Company
"B¥ in Donang. ' ‘ ‘ - A

Tank combat operations improved somewhat during the month of
Jenuary. Cross-country mobility, especially in Yow areas, was still -
hampered by wet rice paddies and continued high water levels 'in the - =
streams. ' Tanks continued to be utilized in a defensive posture and
for direct fire H&I's both day and night,

The folldwing:support assignménts were effective during the month:
Company ngn . D/S Third Marine Regiment (Dong Ha)
Company "B" - D/S Ninth Marine Regiment (Danang) o
Company "C" - D/S Fourth Marinc Reéimant (Dong Hg)

Tank combat operations for the month aecounted for 11 VC/WWA KIA | -
(confirmed), six VC/WA KIA (probable), and two boats .destroyed.. . -
Ammunition expenditure for the month was: 953 90mm rounds; 7,400
caliber .30 rounds; and 300 caliber..50 rounds.

During January, the Commanding Officer, Third Tank Battalion
continued to serve as the Cormander, Southern Sector, First Marine
Division Rear Area Defense, with the mission of coordinating and
directing as rcquired the active defensive measures for the tenant
units of the Southern Sector. During the month, a number of provi-
sional squod and platoon sized reaction forees were committed within
the sector cither in responsc to VC initiated incidents or intelli-
gence gained from local officials and ARVN sourccs. Third Tank Bate
talion operations in the Southern Scetor resulted in 11 VCS/dctainees.
Uperations in this arca have had the effcct of disrupting the local
VC infrastructure nnd kecping the operating clements off balance.

H&S Company C.O.: 2ndLt A.W. Hauser
Location & Operations Summary: DaNang (AT 989708)




at 022320H a Third Tank Battalion patrol member beeame disvriented’
in the dark, was given an order to :alt, and he cuntirmc—:d to wova,
Another patrol uewoer -ringiug up the rear firel :pproximately five
7.62mm rouads. The disoricuted patrol nemver was:hit 1n the chest,
resulting i oae friendly iILi.

16 Janvary 1967:' At 16090CH a Third Tank ra.ttalion patrol epprehen-
ded one VN male in Phong Pac Heinlet (i™ 947710). is ID papers showed

his neme as MNgo ¥guyen. This name erpears on our blacklist &s a cover
name for Ngo Phu, & VC battalion commender. The deteinee was furned
over to Hoa Cam Tra*nlng Center for inztial inturrogatxon.

C.0O. Company “A” Capt AW. Facklam Jr.
Location & Operations Summary: Dong Ha (YD 061545)

11 Jamuary 1967: At 111615H, Company "A" tanks in support of clements
of 3/3 at (%D 975573), received a heavy wplume of small arms firc and

mortars. Tanks returicd 90rm fire at possible FO sites. Results were
ineonclusive.

At 132025H a Company "A" tank in suppart of 2/3 at (D 9635L3)
while cngzaged in an H3I fire mission, had 4 90wa HE round exolode pre-
maturely in the turret, PFC Hdwards was killed irmediatcly and Cors
p:ral Parker died of wounds at a later time. Lonce Corporal Hicks,
Corporal Wright, and Corporal Parker werc med-evac for woundsa

C.0O. Company “B”: 1stLt D.B. Garner
Location & Operations Summary: Da Nang (AT 962611)

6 Jamary 1967: at 061030H Company "' t:nks in support of 3/7 at
il 97657L) observed a friendly jet aipraft crash, and obscreed approx-

imatcly six VC/iVi at (AT 863558) approaching the crash sitc. Tanks
fired 90mm rounds, resulting in three VG/HV:L KBGF confirmed and two VC/
NVA KBGF probable. )

At 0210U5H.a Company "8" tan'c in suoport o 3/7 at (4t 3?6571;)
obscrved two boats contalmua six VC. The tank firee 90mn rounds,
resulting in six VO (2GF confirred and two boats su. 11:. ’

8 January 1967: .t OBOBhSH Company "5™ taaks in aupport of elements
7—77_Lo 377 at (a7 98162L) fired 90mm rounds at VC movement at (4T 982620)

picked up on AN/TPS-21. Results of firc were inconclusive.

9 January 1967: At 090BLSH o Company WEM tank at (AT 968589) doton-
LG an an

=tank mine causing one fr:.endiy WI4A and modefate darage to
the tank suspension system.

At 161045H a Company "T* tank in support of 1/26 at (.PT ‘655"'5) \
while on a road sweoo detonated an anti-tank mine, Results were rod-
erate damage to the tank suspchsion system and one tenk cr wmen Wi
med-évee, -

20 Januardg 1667: At RC1400F Compeny "B tenks in surport of 1 /26 =t
oT 9 eonduct:d n scerch ond dostroy mission in the following
erees: (AT ©51526), (AT Sk652C), (AT 962526), Tanks conductcd rocon-
nziss nce by fire with 90mm rounds “ith negotive results,
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C.0. Company “C”: 1stLt R.C. Kinkead
Location & Operations Summary: Dong Ha (YD 234582)

4t 142250H, Company "C" tanks in support of clcments of 3/L at
(¥D 143617) reccived 10 to 15 rounds of 82mm nortar fire. Tanks did
not rceturin firc ss the cnemy location was unknowa. .

17 Janary 1967: From 170230H to 170250H, Compeny "C" tenks while in
suprort of elements of 2/3 at (YD 145616) received 50 to 70 rounds of
g2mm nmorters, causing light damage to one tenk, '

On 26 January 1967 thc Third Tank Battalion S-1 renorted Lance Cor-
poral Richard G, Langley »f Company, "C" was n casuslty duc to an accie-
dental discharge and- seli-inflicted wound.

January 1968

Third Tanks

Commanding Officers: LtCol's F.D. Chapman & K.J. Fontenot, Jr.
Executive Officer: Maj B.M. MacLaren

Operations Officer: Maj C.J. Samuelsen

Logistics Officer: Maj R.E. Finney

Location & Operations Summary: Phu Bai

Thy battalion sustained 22 casualtlcs during January.
Two wore KIA, -ond twenty susteined wounds as e result of
enemy sotion. Throe personnol aro listed as MIA sinco 8 Jan-
wary. Thore wore three non-hostlle casualties.




Letivity during January ccntinucd at the same vace as
in tho vast fow months untll the arrival of TET whon action
incroascd significantly.

During the 1-25 January tcnts of this Battalion parti-
cinated in 5 oporctions.

Opcration Kontucky. Tanks of Gommany "A" ond onc nlatoon

of Company "A", 3d Anti-Tonk Battalion sumported the 24 Bat-
telion, Lth Merine Rogiment and the 12th Provisional Artillery
Battrlion, Tanks fired 90mm HE and WP, HXI fires and fired
90mm direct cnd indircet ot known and suspocted eunemy posi-
ticns resulting in one XIA (coufirmed). On 5 Januory a pla-
toon from thoe Snocinl Landing Ferce was chooped to this Bat-
talion and was rodosigncted the 3d Flatcom, Company "C".
This platcon wes in sunpart of the 3d Battalion, Lth Marine
Reglmont and the 1lst and 3d Battalion, 34 Marine Regliment at
A"_}- .

Operation Loncrnster. Tanks of "B" Company neorticinated in
this oporation in the Camn Carroll-Rockpile arcas in support
of the 24 and 34 Bottelion, 9th Marine Regimont. Support
ineludod firing 90mm HE HXT fircs and nroviding escorts

for seven corwoys from Them S'2 Lom to Cau Lu. On 13 January
the convoy was smbushod by an estimeoted rolnforced NVE Com=
vany. Tho tonks fircd 90mm HE and cannister and 30 cnd £Q
caliber mechineg guns at ombush vositions with unkmown rcsults.
On 24 Jonuary twe tanks from Cumo Corroll went cut as part of
t rcaction foreo to assist o commany which haed been ambushed
on Route# 9., The reaction feorce was ealso ambushed and the
tonks suffored one KIA sud onc WIA, Tank B2 was hit by an
RPG cnd evacuated t- DongHo whers it was revnaired and roturned
te servico.

Oporotion Secctland. Cormnany "A", 3d Anti-Tenk Battalion and
the 3d Plctoon of Company "B" sunpaorted tho 26th Marine Reg-
iment in this onoraticn in the Xho Scnh arsa, Tank 90mm fire
at onomy mortar vositions resultod in onc sccondary exnleslon.

Operation oosho. Tanks of Ccmpany "C" firod 90mm H&I fires
In surport of the lsgt Battallon, 9th Merine Regimont durlag
the operation in tho Phomg Dion Arca.

Onerntion Yancleon., Two tans of Compony "C" particivated in
thls omorction 1In supvort of the 1lst Amohibien Traoctcr Bat-
telion. Tho tanks fired mechine guns at cbserved enemy move-
mont and on 19 January varticinatcd s8 nart of a reaction
forec to ongago an onemy unlt. Tiao tanks Ifired 90rm HE,
cannister and W¥ as well es 30 and 50 caliber machine guns
accounting for 17 KIi (confirmed).
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On 25 January Company "C" loss two tanks at Cua Viet and
ono nletoon at i-3, disnlnced from Camp ZEvans. The Company
wes tc move to Quang Tri. Whilo enrcute down the Cue Vict
River on LCU's tho tan''s came u-der small ocrms aud recciless
rifle fire. Tho tanks roturncd fira with 50 celiber machine
guns with unlmown results. Upoo orrival In Dong He these
tonks were diverted tc the "A" Comnony Command Post and are
ncw onerating cut of that nosition.

During the neried 26 t° 31 Janucry tank actlons were
varied and wide sanread.

On 26 Janunry tonks of Commany "A" went on a sween with
eleaents ~f the 2d Bettalion, 18t Marine Regiment. The
swcop nade nc ccntact.

On 27 Jeuuary tenks of the 2d cud 3d Platoons of "A"
Cempany fired 90mm HE H&I fires nnd 90mm HE at susvected
enomy vositions. The lst Pintoon of "C" Company narticinated
in o ocorden cnd scarch oneraticn with clements of the lst
Bottalion, Lth Marine Regimen.. The scarch coverci & pro-
vious NVA cmbush site and yiclded documents and bleod stcined
clothing.

On 28 Jonuary Cll hit o mine while operaticg in tho CamLlo
aroa. The crow suffored onc WIA (non med-evac, and the tank
sufforod susponsicn system demogo, Tanks of the 24 platoon,
Compeny "C" fircd 90rm HE o susvoctod cnery mcesitions.

On 29 Janunry a Ccmpany ":" tank firod at onemy nositions
ncor the Washiut and dostroyed ono bunkor.

On 30 Januery Com»pany "C" tonks fired at enemy nositions
ercund the Washcut and dostroyed onoe bunker and one enemy
flag ond caused cno socecndary oxnlosion. "A" Cemneny tanks
Tircd at susvccted enomy Pc“itions with unkncwn results. A
comnosite nlatccn from "3" and "C" Companies c¢omonded by
the "A" Cowpony &kecutivo Office» conducted o swoep on Route
#9 from Dong Ha with eloments of the 3d Battcliom, Lth Marine
chi?ent. The trnks fired ot susnected positicns with un'mown
rcsults,

On 31 January tanks of "A" Cemnmany at the Gio Linh cnd
Woshout positicns fired 90am HE at susnected ememy locoticns
with uninown rosults. The Ccamosite Platcen frem "B" ond "C"
Coemmenies wont on a rrod swoop with clements of the 3d Bate-
tnlion, Lth Merine Rogiment. Tho tonks. recelved 60mm mortar,
recoiloss riflo and small arms fire. C31 and B2h fired o
total of 28 9Cvm HE ot onemy positions resulting in two KIA
{confirmed).



Several weapcns wero alsc captured. At 0BO0 on 34 Joaudry

the gun tanks frcm Battalicn Headquarters and two flame tenks
deoarted tho Battalion Cormand Post enrcute to Dong Ho vie
Huo. On Route #1 the unit wes adviscd ~f heavy enemy noti-
vity toward Hue. The unit ¢7ntinued on end linked un wilth oan
infontry cormany olso moving toward the city. In the vicinity
of YD 7821 the tanks and infantry encountered another infantry
unit which wos ongagod with tho ememy., The combined force
fought its way into the scuthern »ortion of the clity in an

of fort to ronch the LCU ram. While onrcute the unlt was or-
dored tu roliove the MACV Comycund in Hue which was under slope.
Aftor oight hcurs of housc to house streot fighting tho unit
ontered the MACV Commound and jolned in its defense.

The locaticns of the gun companles on 31 Jenuary was as
follows: )

Company "A" (Rein) Dong Ha

Ccmpony "B" (=) (Rein) Camp Carrcll

C.moany "C"  Dong Ha (Comnmany rear at Queng Tri)
Company "4", 34 AT Bn. Khs Sanh

The Battclion Reconneisscnce Squed eontinued its activity
arcund the Bottalicn Cormand Pest until 30 January. There
wers nn cecuntacts.

On 30 Jonuary 130 men from Headquarters ond Service Ccm=-
peny were Jolmed into a Provisicnal Riflo Comnany end nsslgned
t¢ Quong Tri fcr defense cof the santonement which is under
ecustructicn,. -

At 0400 cn 31 Jonuery the Battolion Command Post under=
wont o mortar ond rccket attask. No casunlties werc token.

On 31 January the Bettollon Cormander disvlaced and cs-
toblishod o tacticol Command Pcst at Dong He.

H&S Company C.O.: 2ndLt J.E. Georgaklis
Location & Operations Summary: Phu Bai
Hq CP security, active patrolling, and Reaction Force.

C.O.s_ Company “A”: Capt's G.W. Baker & O.L. Sale
Location & Operations Summary: Dong Ha
2 Jen 13683 Tarks of the 3d platoon "A" company fir.d 3 HE

dircet at obscrved onnmy movement rssulting in
1 (confirmud NVA) KIA,




