
ugusts' 1965 to 1970 - Marine Tanks & Ontos Action

Note: The following publication is presented in two fonts. The material in “Courier 
New 12” has been transcribed from the original command chronologies (CC) written 
50 years ago in Vietnam. The “Arial 12” material is has been added to the original CC to
add to and supplement the CC’s.

August 1966

First Tanks:
Commanding Officer: Maj R.E.B. Palmer
Executive Officer: Maj J.W. Clayborne
Operations Officer: Maj R.D. McKee
Logistics Officer: Maj H.J.L. Reid
Location and Operations:

The Battalion CP on Hill 43 (BT 571041) within the Chu Lai Combat Base

1st Tank Battalion, 1st Marine Division, FMF, FPO, San 
Francisco, 96602.
a. Location

(1)  H&S Company
(a)  1-31 August 1966 Chu Lai Combat Base

(2)  Company A
(a) 1-31 August 1966, Chu Lai Combat Base in direct 

support of 5th Marines. 1-2 August 1966, 3rd Platoon in direct 
support of the Chu Lai Defense Command.  

(3)  Company B
(a)  1-31 August 1966, Chu Lai Combat Base in direct 

support of 7th Marines.  1-31 August 1966, 2nd Platoon in direct
support of the Chu Lai Defense Command.

(4) Company C
(a)  1-31 August 1966, Da Nang TAOR in direct support 

of 1st Marines.  ADCON, 1st Tank Battalion, OPCON 3rd Marine 
Division. 2nd Platoon returned from the SLF and replaced 3rd 
Platoon, Company A at the Chu Lai Defense Command on 3 August 
1966.  3-31 August 1966, 2nd Platoon in direct support of the 
Chu Lai Defense Command.

During the reporting period, Companies A and B remained in 
direct support of the 5th and 7th Marines respectively.  On 1 
August 1966, 2nd Platoon, Company B, and 3rd Platoon, Company A 
continued to support the Chu Lai Defense Command.  On 3 August 
1966, 2nd Platoon, Company C, returned from SLF, replaced 3rd 
Platoon, Company A at the Chu Lai Defense Command. Company C, 
with two gun platoons, remains with 3rd Marine Division, Da Nang
TAOR. A provisional rifle platoon and company headquarters, 



provided to the Chu Lai Defense Command on 24 July 1966, remain 
with the Chu Lai Defense Command as of 31 August 1966.   

Company A supported the 5th Marines during the reporting 
period and reinforced by the Battalion Flame Platoon and other 
headquarters elements, participated in Operation Colorado from 7
August to 21 August 1966.  On that operation tanks were used for
CP security.  Company B supported the 7th Marines with two gun 
platoons.  1st Platoon supported 1st Battalion operations on the
peninsula area South of the Song Tra Bong; 3rd Platoon supported
3rd Battalion positions west of Route #1.  Company B 
Headquarters and 3rd Platoon, with 3rd Platoon, Company A, 
Battalion Flame Platoon, and the Battalion Headquarters Tank 
Section attached, participated in Operation Jackson from 27 to 
29 August 1965.   

For Operation Colorado see http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/virtualarchive/items.php?
item=1201064008 

Colorado/Lien Ket-52 was to be a combined operation in which Colonel Widdecke's 5th 
Marines and the 2d ARVN Division were to locate and destroy the 2d NVA Division. The 
command posts of the Marines and ARVN were to be co-located at Tam Ky.  An ARVN 
task force, consisting of the 6th ARVN Regimental Headquarters with its 2d and 4th 
Battalions, reinforced by the 2d and 3d Armored Personnel Carrier (APC) Troops of the 
4th ARVN Armored Cavalry, was to cross the line of departure near Thang Binh on the 
morning of 6 August and attack in a southwesterly direction toward Que Son. Southwest
of Que Son, a task force of three South Vietnamese Marine battalions was to establish 
blocking positions to support the western thrust of the 2d ARVN Division task force.

6 - 21 August 1966
1st Marine Division operation in Quang Nam/Quang Tin Provinces
VC NVA KIA's: 674
U.S. KIA's: 22

http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/virtualarchive/items.php?item=1201064008
http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/virtualarchive/items.php?item=1201064008


Marines stand on top of a US Amtrac, armored vehicle during Operation Colorado in 1966.
The message painted on the side of the vehicle reads 'Rowes Roamers - We Came We Saw 
and We Conquered'.



     Operation Jackson

H&S C.O.: Maj J.P. McGill

Location and Operations:
Same as Bn CP

C.O. Company “A”: Capt J.C. Greene, Jr
Location and Operations Summary: 
See above.

C.O. Company “B”: Capt E.E. Stith
Location and Operations Summary: 
See Above.
On 22 August Sgt  BOBBY G. CORSI  was killed in action. For more details click on his 
name.

C.O. Company “C”: Capt F.U. Salas
Location and Operations Summary: 

August 1967

First Tanks:
Commanding Officer: LtCol R.M. Taylor
Executive Officers: Maj's R.M. Croll & V.J. Gentile
Operations Officers: Maj's C.R. Brabec & R.M. Croll
Logistics Officers: Maj's D.B. Crudup & J.A. Schuyer

III.  Southern Defense Sector. 

a.  The combat operations center of the 1st Tank 
Battalion continued to initiate, control and coordinate 
defensive activities within the Southern Sector.  862 tenant 
unit activities were conducted.  1st Tank Battalion conducted 62
patrols and ambushes and responded with 16 special activities 
ranging from squad to company size when intelligence of the 
circumstances warranted.  

b. A total of 9 detainees were captured during 
August.  There were 3 VC KIA Probable.  2 caves were destroyed 
and one homemade VC Mine was captured and destroyed.  

c. 5 significant events occurred in the Southern 
Sector during August.  At 160215H an 8 man ambush patrol from 
H&S Company, 1st Tank Battalion at (AT 969699), observed a man 
in the water with an object in his hand.  The ambush open fired 
on the man with small arms and grenades and observed the man 

http://www.virtualwall.org/dc/CorsiBG01a.htm


fall underwater indicating one VC KIA probable. At 232005H an 
H&S Company, 1st Tank Battalion OP at (AT 965704) observed a 15’
boat proceeding downstream.  A four man patrol was dispatched to
check the boat when it stopped on the opposite bank.  The patrol
checked the boat and scuttled it with a hand grenade.  As the 
patrol was returning from the boat, it received 20-30 rounds S/A
from the opposite bank.  The patrol returned to the OP kept the 
boat under observation.  At 232130H the boat began to move 
again.  The tank at the OP destroyed the boat with one round HE.
There was one friendly WIA non-evac.  At 270230H a squad sized 
patrol from H&S Company, 1st Tank Battalion walked into an enemy
ambush at (AT 952705).  The patrol returned fire with S/A fire 
and grenades.  A search was conducted at first light which found
AK-47 shell casings and pools of blood indicating 1 VC KIA 
probable.  At 290020H an H&S Company, 1st Anti-Tank Battalion 12
man patrol was ambushed by an unknown number of enemy at (AT 
986702).  The patrol returned small arms fire and withdrew.  An 
artillery mission was called in with unknown results.  A sweep 
of the area at first light revealed AK-47 shells and shell 
casings.  There was one friendly KIA sustained during the 
action.  At 290215H the bridge at the (AT 998705) and the 1st 
ATBn CP at (AT989710) were mortared from (AT 985702) and (AT 
985698), and the bridge was blown with satchel charges.  
Approximately 10 rounds of 82mm mortar fell on the 1st ATBn CP. 
An artillery mission was called on the mortar sites.  1st ATBn 
had 10 WIA non-evac.  

H&S C.O.: Capt R.E. Roemer
Location and Operations: Da Nang (AT 997723) Same as Bn CP.

On 3 Aug LCpl EARL F. MACEY JR. died. Click on his name for more details.

     At 120800H, a platoon blocking force from H&S Company, 
participated in a combined sweeping operation at Phu Hoa, (AT 
955705), Cam Hoa (1), (AT 965705), and Cam Hoa (2) at (AT 
975703) with ARVN forces from Hoa Cam Training Center)

     At 160215H a squad (-) sized patrol from H&S Company, 
located at (AT 969699), observed a man in the water with an 
object in his hand at (AT 969569).  They fired S/A and threw 2 
grenades.  They observed the suspect fall back in the water when
he was hit.  The suspect never reappeared indicating one VC KIA 
probable.  

      At 180090H, an 8 man ambush patrol from H&S Company, 
located at (AT970699), observed an object floating on the river 

at (AT 969699) which was moving (too) fast for the current.  The 

http://www.virtualwall.org/dm/MaceyEF01a.htm


patrol called for tank illumination and fired 2 rounds M-79 and 
20 rounds S/A into the unknown object.  They sank the object.  
Results unknown.  

     At 190500H, an H&S Company platoon backing force 
participated in a combined sweeping operation at Phong Bao (1), 
Yen Bao (1), Cam Hoa (1) and Cam Hoa (2) with ARVN forces from 
Hoa Cam Training Center.  The 18 detainees who were picked up on
the weep were forwarded to Hoa Cam Training Center.  

C.O. Company “A”: Capt W.J. Britton
Location and Operations Summary: (BT 132452)

     At 061340H, while waiting for the platoon commander to find
a route, the crew of the 3rd platoon, Company A, tank, searched 
a church at (BT 007357).

     At 091200H, at tank from 2nd Platoon, Company A, hit a mine
of approximately 30 lbs at (AT 913495).  There was moderate 
damage to the tank, but no casualties.

     At 141400H, 3 tanks from the 1st platoon, Company A, 
located at (BT 106477), received automatic rifle fire from a 
village at (BT 107477).  The tanks returned fire with their 90mm
guns at various parties of the VC fleeing into the hills.  No 
search was made due to the mission of the unit, but there were 
18 VC KIA probable.
     At 201150H, a tank from 3rd platoon, Company A, located at 
(BT 023342) fired at a confirmed enemy position at (BT 018327). 
There were 3 VC KIA probable.

     At 211245H, 2 tanks from the 1st platoon, Company A, 
spotted 12 VC in an open field at (BT 080465).  Some wore black 
pajamas and some wore uniforms and several appeared to be 
carrying weapons.  The tanks fired 50 cal. And 90mm resulting in
8 VC KIA probable.

     At 222100H, a tank from the 3rd platoon, Company A, fired 
H&I fires at a suspected enemy mortar position.  There was one 
secondary explosion.

     At 251715H, a tank from the 3rd platoon, Company A, 
detonated a mine at (AT 995354).  There was one crewman WIA med-
evac and 3 crewmen WIA non-evac.

     At 250847H, a tank from the 3rd platoon, Company A, spotted
2 VC with weapons and carrying packs at (AT 974345).  The tank 
fired its 90mm gun resulting in 2 VC KIA confirmed.

     At 281845H, a tank from 2nd platoon, Company A, spotted 4 
VC moving into a village at (AT 935512).  They were carrying 



packs.  The tank fired its 90mm gun and one VC was seen blown 6-
8 ft. in the air.  There was one VC KIA probable.

C.O. Company “B”: Capt J.C. Winther
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 565614)

     At 011530H, a section of tanks from the 1st platoon, 
Company B located at (AT 975595) on patrol with infantry 
received approximately 150rounds small arms fire and 1 rocket 
which was believed to be an RPG-2 from (AT 978595).  The rocket 
hit approximately 15 meters to the front of the tank.  The tank 
returned fire with 11 rounds 90mm canister.  200 rounds 50 cal. 
And 400 rounds 30 cal. with inconclusive results.  1 tanker was 
WIA, med-evac.

     At 050215H, a tank from headquarters section, Company B, 
located at (AT 968606) as security for bridge, received one hand
grenade while the bridge was under attack resulting in one tank 
crewman WIA non-evac.  

     At 051900H, a tank from the 1st platoon, Company B, located
at (AT 877575) was requested by infantry to fire upon a 
suspected VC warehouse and boat on the river at (AT 882555).  
The tank fired 16 rounds 90mm HE and 1 round 90mmWP.  The 
warehouse and boat were destroyed with two secondary explosions 
in the warehouse.  There were 4 VC KIA confirmed.

     At 061900H, a tank from the 1st platoon, Company B, located
at (AT 878557), was requested by infantry to fire upon a 
suspected VC position located at (AT 87554).  Upon observation, 
5 VC were spotted in the treeline.  The tank fired 90mmHE with 
direct hits and secondary explosion.  There were 5 VC KIA 
probable.

     At 07180H, a tank from the 1st platoon, Company B, located 
at (AT 877578), was requested by infantry to fire upon a 
treeline and a house at (AT 992554) and (AT 887559).  The tank 
fired 90mm HE and 50 cal. and destroyed the house.

     At 081330H, a tank from the 1st platoon, Company B, located
at (AT 977576), was requested by infantry to fire upon activity 
in a treeline located at (AT 876551) and at VC moving through a 
rice paddy at (AT 872546).  The tank fired 90mm HE resulting in 
1 VC KIA confirmed and 5 VC KIA probable. 

     At 091030H, a tank from the 1st platoon, Company B, located
at (AT 877577), was requested by the infantry to fire upon a 
boat taking supplies across the river at (AT 883554).  The tank 
fired 8 rounds 90mm HE, resulting in 5 VC KIA confirmed and 1 VC
KIA probable.



     At 111300H, a tank from the 1st platoon, Company B, 
detonated a mine at (AT 825555) while in convoy, resulting in 3 
WIA non-evac.

     At 111300H, a tank from the 1st platoon, detonated a mine 
of approximately 40 pounds at (AT 842562).  There was one WIA 
non-evac.

      At 131900H, a tank crew from the 1st platoon, Company B, 
located at (AT 984602), observed 6 VC moving west at (AT 
889551).  The tank crew fired 90mm resulting in 2 VC KIA 
confirmed and 1 VC KIA probable.

      At 170745H, a tank from the 2nd platoon, Company B, 
located at (AT 985635), was on an engineer team security sweep 
when it was struck by 2 command detonated claymore mines.  The 
mines had been placed approximately 30 feet off the road.  There
were two USMC WIA, 1 med-evac.

     At 181900H, a tank from the 2nd platoon, Company B, located
at (AT 875575), observed 2 VC in a rice paddy at (AT 887545).  
It fired 90mm resulting in 1 VC KIA confirmed and 1 VC KIA 
probable.

     At 231030H, a tank from the 2nd platoon, Company B, located
at (AT 877574), observed several VC unloading a supply boat at 
(AT 850552).  The tank fired its 90mm gun resulting in one 
destroyed boat and 2 VC KIA confirmed.

     At 241530H, a tank from the 2nd platoon, Company B, located
at (AT 876576), observed VC in a rice paddy at (AT 862551).  The
tank fired its 90mm gun resulting in one VC KIA probable.

     At 281845H, a tank from the 2nd platoon, Company B, located
at (AT 926527), observed 4 VC moving into a village at (AT 
935512).  The tank fired its 90mm gun with a direct hit on one 
VC resulting in one VC KIA probable.

C.O. Company “C”: 1stLt C.E. Obrien
Location and Operations Summary: CP (BT073660)

     At 020050H, a tank from the headquarters section, Company 
C, while in support of the infantry at (BT 099617), detonated a 
mine.  The tank was moderately damaged.

     At 020645H, a tank from the 2nd platoon, Company C, 
detonated a mine at (BT 105615).  The mine was approximately 50 
lbs of TNT.  The tank was heavily damaged on the right side.

     At 022150H, a tank from the 1st platoon, Company C, located
at (BT 205515) received sniper fire from the treeline at (BT 



205516).  The tank fired approximately 100 rounds 50 cal. A 
search of the area revealed 2 VC KIA confirmed. 

     At 031330H, a tank from the 2nd platoon, Company C, located
at (BT 208489), spotted 1 VC at (BT 200479).  The tank fired 3 
rounds 90mm HE and 10 rounds 50 cal.  A sweep force searched the
area and found 1 pair of black pajamas with blood and 1 rifle of
unknown type indicating 1 VC KIA probable.

     At 042315H, a tank from 1st platoon, Company C, on patrol 
with infantry, detonated a mine at (BT 078698).  The tank was 
moderately damaged.

     At 051520H, a tank from the 3rd platoon, Company C, located
at (BT 015576) while in support of infantry, was requested to 
fire upon a house at (BT 013570) from which sniper fire was 
being received.  The tank fired its 90mm.  One VC was observed 
to take a direct hit.  There was one VC KIA probable.

     At 121335H, a tank from the 2nd platoon, Company C 
detonated a mine at (AT 107593), sustaining moderate damage.  
There were two WIA non-evac.

     At 132000H, 2 tanks from the 3rd platoon, Company C, 
located at (BT 005585), were requested by infantry to support 
the med-evac of a pinned down patrol.  After receiving S/A fire 
from (BT 006588) they fired 90mm and 30 cal.  No search was made
due to the nature of the med-evac.  

      At 201440H, a tank from the 1st platoon, Company C, 
detonated a mine of approximately 60 lbs at (AT 984584).  There 
were no casualties and only moderate damage to the vehicle.

     At 210930H, a tank from the 1st platoon, Company C, 
observed Vietnamese children acting suspiciously while playing 
in the road at (BT 066665).  Investigation and digging disclosed
a booby-trapped mine, which was blown in place, leaving a 2 1/2 
ft by 4 ft crater.  The children fled. 

     At 212345H, a tank from the 2nd platoon, Company C, 
detonated a mine at (BT 100612).  There were no casualties and 
only moderate damaged to the vehicle.

     At 211845H, a tank from the headquarters section of Company
C, detonated a mine at (BT 040652) causing extensive damage to 
the vehicle, but no casualties.

     At 240715H, a tank from the headquarters section of Company
C, detonated a time at (BT 068628) while participating in a 
tank-infantry sweep.  There was light damage to the vehicle and 
one USMC was WIA non-evac. 



     At 271745H, a tank from the 2nd platoon, Company C, 
detonated a mine at (BT 098617) while on patrol with infantry.  
There was extensive damage to the vehicle, but no casualties.

     At 280400H, a tank from the 2nd platoon, Company C, 
detonated a mine at (BT 089609) while transporting troops to a 
blocking position around an enemy rocket site.  There was light 
damage to the vehicle and one tank crewman was WIA non-evac.

August 1968

First Tanks:
Commanding Officer: LtCol H.W. Hite
Executive Officer: Maj D.R. Dickey
Operations Officer: Maj J.T. Garcia
Logistics Officer: Maj D.R. Sparks
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 997723) 

1. Operations.
The units of the 1st Tank Battalion remain widely dispersed

throughout the Area of Responsibility of the 1st marine Division
in support of the infantry regiments of the Division.  The tanks
and ontos of the 1st Tank battalion participated in three major 
operations during the month of August and supported numerous 
small unit activities as well as providing security for road 
convoys, defending bridges, and reinforcing perimeter defenses. 
Tanks of the Battalion were also utilized in a direct fire 
counter-rocket role within the Southern Sector Defense Command, 
and tanks and Ontos of the Battalion provided firepower and 
mobility to reaction forces within the 1st Marine Division.  

Company A (-) (Rein) was chopped as of 161200H August 1968 
form TF X-Ray to the 1st Tank Battalion and placed in support of
the 26th Marines.  The CP of Company A remains at the Gia Le 
Combat Base and the combat activities of that company are 
essentially the same as when they were part of the TF X-RAY.  
Company A has one platoon (-) in support of Operation Houston 
and has the other platoon in support of the Phu Bai Defense 
Command as a reaction force.

Company B (Rein) continues to support both the 5th Marines 
and the 7th Marines with two platoons in direct support of each 
regiment.  Besides having tanks in support of the many small 
unit operations conducted by these two regiments, Company B 
supplied tanks for the security of road convoys and for the 
reinforcement of perimeter defenses.  Company B provided tanks 
in support of Operation Mameluke Thrust and has two platoons in 
support of Operation Sussex Bay.  Company B has its CP located 
with that of the 7th Marines on Hill 55.

Operation Mameluke Thrust



Operation Mameluke Thrust: This was a 1st Marine Division operation in central 
Quang Nam Province with the 2nd Batallion, 5th Marines, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, 
and 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines against the 308th NVA Division as a companion to 
Operation ALLEN BROOK. Casualties: US 175 KIA, 1,161 WIA; NVA 2,728 KIA

18 May - 23 October 1968
1st Marine Division operation in central Quang Nam Province
VC/NVA KIA's: 2,728
US KIA's: 175

Operation Sussex Bay: 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines and 3rd 
Battalion, 7th Marines clear and search operation.
On 29 August 2Lt HAROLD C. DAILEY II was killed in action. Click on his name for the 
details.

The tanks of Company C (Rein) remain in general support of 
the 1st Marine Division and constitute the Division’s tank 
reserve.  Company C also provides tanks for bridge security and 
counter-rocket missions within the Southern Sector Defense 
Command.  The CP is located with that of the 1st Tank Battalion.
Company C is presently preparing to displace its CP in order to 
support the 1st Marine Regiment.

Company B (Rein), 5th Tank Battalion, was in direct support
of the 27th Marines until 281200H when the company once again 
became organic to RLT 27.  During the month of August Company B,
5th Tank Battalion, supported the 27th Marines by providing 
tanks for the perimeter defenses.  This company also supported 
2/7 on Operation Allen Brook by placing three tanks in direct 
support of that battalion and supported the ROKMC with a platoon
in direct support of the 2nd Brigade, ROKMC.  Company B, 5th 
Tank Battalion, is presently awaiting displacement to CONUS as 
part of RLT-27.

Operation Allen Brook
There are many accounts of Operation Allen Brook this web site. Copy into web your 
browser  http://www.g2mil.com/lost_vietnam.htm  alleges that the Marines lost this one.

http://www.g2mil.com/lost_vietnam.htm
http://www.virtualwall.org/dd/DaileyHC01a.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3rd_Battalion,_7th_Marines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3rd_Battalion,_7th_Marines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3rd_Battalion,_5th_Marines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2nd_Battalion,_5th_Marines
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Operation_ALLEN_BROOK&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2nd_Battalion,_7th_Marines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3rd_Battalion,_5th_Marines
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=2nd_Batallion,_5th_Marines&action=edit&redlink=1


Battle of No Goi Island - The Viet Cong liked to fortify ambush sites and wait for the 
Americans to discover them. During Operation Allen Brook, three battalions of Marines 
swept through No Goi Island and found lots of Viet Cong ready to fight from bunkers 
near the village of Le Bac. During several days of bloody assaults, the Marines suffered 
138 killed and 686 wounded (576 seriously) before the surviving Viet Cong fled. The 
extreme heat resulted in another 283 Marines evacuated due to heat stroke. Having 
suffered 50% causalities, Allen Brook was halted until fresh Marine units arrived. 

See also maps of “Allen Brook” on our web site.

Company A, 1st Anti-Tank Battalion was chopped along with 
Company A, 1st Tank Battalion, from TF X-RAY to 1st Tank 
Battalion as of 161200H and then placed in direct support of the
26th Marines.  The change of the support relationship of Company
A, AT’s, did not alter its combat activities. The company still 
has one platoon in support of Operation Houston and still 
provides one platoon to the Phu Bai Defense Command as a 
reaction force.  However, the company has lost the two platoons 
that had been in support of the defense of the Gia Le Combat 
Base: one platoon was chopped as of 4 August 1968 to direct 
support of the Da Nang Mobile Quick Reaction Task Force and 
moved to the 1st Tank Battalion’s CP where it became attached to
H&S Company; the 1st platoon, Company B, 5th Anti-Tank 
Battalion, ceased to be a part of the 1st Tank Battalion when it
became organic to BLT 1/27 as of 281200H.

2. Task Organization
The task organization of the 1st Tank Battalion as of 31 

August 1968 is:
   

Company A (-) (Rein): D/S 26th Marine Regiment
Company B (Rein): 2 platoons D/S 5th Marine Regiment

2 platoons D/S 7th Marine Regiment
Company C (Rein): G/S 1st Marine Division
Company B (Rein), 5th Tank Battalion: organic to RLT 27 

   (Eff 281200H)
Company A (-), 1st Anti-Tank Battalion: D/S 26th Marine 

Regiment 2nd Platoon, Co B, 5th AT Bn: Organic to BLT 1/27 
    (Eff 281200H)

H&S Company C.O.'s: Capt's G.P. Brodeur & B.R. Montgomery
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 997723) 

Battalion CP Ground Action
The 1st Tank Battalion conducted 124 patrols and ambushes 

in the Battalion Area of Responsibility within the Southern 
Sector Defense Command.

C.O. Company “A” (-)(Rein): Capt C.R. Casey
Location and Operations Summary: CP (YD 816165) 

http://mcvthf.org/Maps/Op_Allen_Brook_68.htm
http://www.marines.mil/news/publications/Documents/US%20Marines%20In%20Vietnam%20The%20Defining%20Year%201968%20%20PCN%2019000313800_6.pdf


C.O. Company “B” (Rein): Capt D.G. Henderson
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 962621) 

051025H Aug 1968 Tanks from Company B received friendly 
incoming mortar rounds while in support of 
infantry at (AT 936517).  There was one 
friendly WIA (non-evac)

061045H Aug 1968 Three tanks from Company B at (AT 942516) 
received small arms and 75mm recoilless 
rifle fire from (AT 945517) while in support 
of 2/5. The tanks returned intensive fire 
with the 90mm gun and the .30 caliber 
machinegun which resulted in seven NVA KIA 
and one captured 75mm recoilless rifle.

070950H Aug 1968 One tank from Company B while on road sweep 
detonated a mine at (AT 912487).  The 
vehicle sustained moderate damage.

131030H Aug 1968 One tank from Company B while in support of 
2/5 at (AT 922510)sighted five VC in open on 
ridgeline at (AT 940514).  The tank fired 
its 90mm gun at the VC but no search was 
made of the area.

141330H Aug 1968 Three tanks from Company B at (AT 901507) 
sighted 6 VC in treeline at (AT 895506).  
The tanks fired their 90mm guns at the VC.  
Two VC bodies were observed after the firing 
by the hazardous treeline prevented a 
search.

141830H Aug 1968 One tank from Company B at (AT 900508) 
received small arms fire from (AT 908508).  
The tank returned fire with its 90mm gun but 
no search was made of the area. 

171600H Aug 1968 Two tanks from Company B while in support of 
3/5 at (AT 932492) received small arms and 
RPG fire from (AT 932494).  The tanks 
returned fire with the 90mm gun and the .30 
caliber machinegun and killed five NVA. 
There was one friendly WIA (non-evac). 

171825H Aug 1968 Two tanks from Company B while in position 
with 2/5 at (AT 933519) sighted NVA at (AT 
939514) moving in treeline to avoid a 



sweeping force.  The tanks from their 
elevated position fired their 90mm guns and 
the .30 and .50 caliber machine guns at the 
enemy and killed one of the NVA. 

290930H Aug 1968 While dismounting from a tank in support of 
3/7, the platoon leader of 3rd Plt., Company 
B, was shot and killed by a sniper.

Click to see details on 2Lt HAROLD C. DAILEY II

291030H Aug 1968 One tank from Company B, while in support of 
3/7 at (AT 974574) sighted three VC across a 
river at (AT 971574).  The tank engaged the 
enemy with its 90mm gun and .30 caliber 
machinegun and killed all three.

301145H Aug 1968 Two tanks from Company B moved to assist 
elements of 3/7 at (AT 974545) which were 
pinned down by enemy fire from (AT 974545). 
The tanks fired the 90mm guns and the .30 
and.50 caliber machineguns to relieve the 
friendly units.  One tank was hit by an RPG 
rocket and sustained light damage.  The RPG 
also caused one USMC WIA (non-evac).  The 
tank fire destroyed three bunkers.

C.O. Company “C” (Rein): Capt R.T. Hopkins
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 997723)

On 4 August LCpl TIMOTHY M. WILBANKS was killed in action. 

Click on his name for more details.

 
230400H Aug 1968 Two tanks from Company C while in support of 

Company B, 1st Eng. Bn., received one RPG 
hit per tank.  The RPG’s were fired from (AT 
970698) and caused moderate damage to both 
vehicles and resulted in one USMC KIA and 
three USMC WIA (med-evac).  

Sgt CHARLES F. WRIGHT was killed in action on this date click on 
his name for more details.

C.O. Company “A”, 1st AT Bn: 1st G.B. Search
Location and Operations Summary: CP (YD 816135)

271740H Aug 1968 Ontos from Company A, 1st AT Bn., were 
ambushed at (YC 887954) while escorting a 
convoy.  The Ontos received small arms and 
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automatic weapons fire from (YC 896946) and 

returned fire with the 106mm recoilless 
rifles.  The action resulted in one enemy 
captured.

C.O. Company “B”, 5th Tk Bn: 1stLt M.L Gilman
Location and Operations Summary: CP (BT 072644) 

011930H Aug 1968 While in support of the 2nd Bn., 7th 
Marines, three tanks from Company B, 5th Tk. 
Bn., were ambushed at (AT 949539) by small 
arms and automatic weapons at (AT 951539).  
One tank returned fire with the 90mm gun and 
with the .30 caliber machinegun with 
negative results.

031430H Aug 1968 While in support of 2nd Bn., 7th Marines, 
two tanks from Company B, 5th Tk. Bn., were 
ambushed at (AT 970532) by a squad of VC at 
(AT 970532).  The tanks returned fire with 
the 90mm gun.  No sweep was made of the 
area.

041005H Aug 1968 While enroute to the CP of 2/27 a tank from 
Company B, 5th Tk. Bn., detonated a mine at 
(BT 053658) which resulted in heavy damage 
to the vehicle.

210850H Aug 1968 One tank from Company B, 5th Tk. Bn., 
detonated a mine at (BT 138588) while 
returning to its platoon CP from the 9th 
Company, ROKMC.  The tank sustained moderate 
damage.

231230H Aug 1968 Three gun tanks and one flame tank from 
Company B, 5th Tk. Bn., were ambushed at (BT 
016707) while moving with 1/27 toward 
objective.  The enemy fired small arms and 
RPG rockets from (BT 016712) and slightly 
damaged one tank.  The gun tanks returned 
fire with their 90mm guns and the flame tank 
sprayed the area with napalm.  The return 
fire by the tanks netted four NVA KIA.

231250H Aug 1968 Two tanks from Company B, 5th Tk Bn., while 
in support of ARVN units at (BT 063577) 
received fire from enemy in houses at (BT 
062574).  One tank fired its 90mm gun at the 
enemy position resulting in two NVA KIA.



231500H Aug 1968 Two tanks from Company B, 5th Tk. Bn., while 
in support of 1/27 at (BT 01674) received 
small arms fire from a bunker at (BT 
016712).  The tanks returned fire with their 
90mm guns and destroyed the bunker and 
killed four VC.

251700H Aug 1968 Three tanks from Company B, 5th Tk. Bn., 
supported 2/27 at (BT 004672) in an assault 
on two or more companies of NVA at (BT 
004672).  The tanks fired the 90mm guns 
during the assault. One tank sustained an 
RPG rocket hit but was only slightly 
damaged.  The action ceased after dark with 
no sweep being made of the area.  There were 
two friendly WIA (one med-evac, one non-
evac). 

271430H Aug 1968 While in support of infantry at (AT 032643), 
two tanks from Company B, 5th Tk. Bn., 
received small arms and RPG fire from (BT 
032643).  The tanks returned fire with the 
90mm gun and with machineguns.  The action 
resulted in 10 NVA KIA.

271530H Aug 1968 While in support of infantry at (BT 032647), 
two tanks from Company B, 5th Tk. Bn., 
received heavy small arms and RPG fire from 
(BT 028652).  The tanks returned fire with 
their 90mm guns and killed four NVA.

C.O. Company “B”, 1st Plt, 5th AT Bn: SSgt J.B. Fejaran
Location and Operations Summary: CP (YD 813165) 

August 1969

First Tanks:
Commanding Officer: LtCol R.B. March
Executive Officer: Maj R.D. Becker
Operations Officers: Maj's J.P. Terpak & J.P. Senik
Logistics Officer: Maj G.E. Berbaum
Location and Operations Summary: Da Nang (AT 997723)

1. Operations.   During the month of August the 1st Tank 
Battalion continued to support the infantry regiments of the 1st
Marine Division and the 2nd Bridge ROKMC throughout the Southern
I Corps by providing close direct fire support to infantry 
search and clear/search and destroy operations as well as road 



sweep and convoy security, counter-rocket and mortar fire, 
perimeter defense and armored mobile reaction force operations.

Company A remained in a cadre status.  One (1) M51 VTR 
continued as a Table of Equipment deficiency.  The Company A 
Command Post continued to be co-located with that of the 1st 
Tank Battalion.

Company B (Rein), remained in direct support of the 5th and
7th Marines Regiments, with two platoons in support of the 5th 
marines and two platoons in support of the 7th Marines until the
20th.  On 20 August Company B dropped direct support of the 7th 
Marines and assumed the mission of direct support of the 1st 
Marines, who assumed a significant portion of the 7th Marines 
AO.  The 5th Marines assumed the remainder of the 7th Marines 
AO, thereby greatly increasing Company B’s AO.  Company B 
supported the 1st and 5th Marines with two platoons each.  These
platoons supported the 1st Marines from the Riviera on the 
coast, to Hill 55 in the center and Hill 37 in the west of the 
Phu Loc (6) and An Hoa Combat Base.  The mining incidents in 
Company B’s AO have increased in size and intensity as indicated
by the loss of B41 on 22 August 1969.

Company C (Rein), supported the 1st Marines until the 
realignment took place on 20 August.  At this time they dropped 
Direct Support of 1st Marines and assumed the mission of Direct 
Support of 7th Marines who had relieved the 196th Brigade USA 
south of the ROKMC and 5th Marines, adding 168 square miles to 
the 1st Marine Division TAOR.  Company C continued direct 
support of the 2nd Brigade ROKMC.  On 8 August, Company C 
dropped OPCON of 1st Platoon Company A, 5th Tank Battalion who 
returned to the 26th Marines.  Company C provided support to the
7th Marines with one platoon and the Company Headquarters 
operation out of LZ Baldy (BT 1345) and one platoon operation 
out of Fire Support Base Ross (BT 0434). 

The tanks of the H&S Company Tank Platoon have been used to
augment Company B and in a counter-rocket fire role within the 
Southern Sector Defense Command.  Two of these tanks were 
employed along with two flame tanks to bolster the Hoa Cam 
Training center and 3rd MP Battalion defenses during the high 
treat period between 12-15 August.  On tank in support of 
Company B was lost to a command detonated mine.  When not 
supporting Company B the remaining tanks provided General 
Support to the 1st Marine Division.



Company A (REIN), 1st Anti-Tank Battalion remained in a cadre 
status.  The Company Command Post remained co-located with that 
of the 1st Tank Battalion.

Company A (-): Cadre

Company B (Rein): 2 Platoons and Company Headquarters
D/S 1st Marine Regiment
2 Platoons and Forward Command Post
D/S 5th Marine Regiment

Company C (Rein) 2 Platoons and Company Headquarters D/S
7th Marine Regiment
Platoon D/S 2nd Brigade ROKMC

Southern Sector Defense Command

During the reporting period the Commander, Southern Sector 
Defense Command coordinated and controlled more than 1350 
activities in support of the defense of the Sector and the Da 
Nang vital area.  There were two enemy and eleven friendly 
initiated contacts resulting in six VC/NVA KIA, four (4) POW’s 
and eleven USMC/ARVN WIA.  

The most significant contact in the Southern Sector 
occurred in the early morning hours of 12 August 1969.  An 
estimated company size NVA sapper unit was discovered in the act
of launching an attack on the Hoa Cam Training Center, 44th ARVN
Artillery Battalion, and 3rd Military Police Battalion.  Initial
contact occurred at 0135 when a Hoa Cam defensive position made 
contact with a small group of NVA.  This and subsequent small 
contacts apparently disorganized the attackers.  Contact was 
maintained until 0750 when a reaction force picked up two POW’s 
and lost contact with the retreating NVA.  During the course of 
the attack approximately fifteen 140mm rockets impacted within 
the Sector but caused negligible damage and no casualties.  
Expeditious deployment of reaction forces prior to daylight 
accounted for three NVA KIA, four POW’s and the enemy weapons 

and equipment listed above. 

H&S C.O.: Capt T.H. Merrell, Jr
Location and Operations Summary: Da Nang (AT 997723) Same as Bn CP.

111645H August 1969: Two tanks from H&S Co in support of 3/1 
at (BT 003541) fired 90mm for recon 



purposes.  Sweep conducted with 
negative results.  

221710H August 1969: Two Tanks from H&S Co with 2 LVT’s in 
route to 3/1 CP at (945530).  H-56 
detonated an unknown size mine. Tank 
caught fire and burned throughout.  4 
USMC WIA MED-EVAC.

311600H August 1969: Two tanks from H&S Co in support of 3/1 
at (AT 953537) fired 90mm in village.  
Results, 8 detainees.

C.O. Company “A”: 1stLt A.P. Decker
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 997723) 
Cadre Status

C.O.'s Company “B”: Capt K.W. Zitz & 1st Lt J.M. Lidyard
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 962621) 

120130H August 1969: One tank from Co B at (951612) fired 
90mm at active rocket sites. Results 
unknown.

120630H August 1969: One tank from Co B at (AT 935664) fired 
90mm at active rocket site. Results 
unknown.

152100H August 1969: One tank from Co B in support of 5th 
Marines at (AT 875484) fired 90mm at 
NVA.  Results 5 NVA KIA.

192200H August 1969: One tank from Co B at (AT 87688) fired 
90mm at NVA around defensive position.  
Results 4 NVA KIA.

211500H August 1969: B-41 while in support of 3/5 at (BT 
015540) detonated an unknown size mine 
resulting in 2 USMC WIA NON-EVAC and 
moderate damage to suspension right 
side of tank.

220345H August 1969: Two tanks from Co B in support of 3/1 
at (AT 972548) in a night defensive 
position was hit by 2 RPG’s, returned 
fire with 90mm and .50 cal MG.  Results 
one USMC KIA, 2 USMC WIA MED-EVAC, 2 
USMC WIA NON-EVAC, 6 NVA KIA by tank 
fire.



Sgt JOHN M. HILL   was killed in action. For his bravery he received 
the Silver Star Medal. Click on Sgt Hill’s name for more details.

232330H August 1969: One tank from Co B in support of 5th 
Marines at (AT 876476) fired .50 and 
.30 caliber MG at NVA in wire. Results, 
2 NVA KIA.

281937H August 1969: One tank from Co B at (BT 071656) 
detonated unknown size mine.  Results 
moderate damage to right side 
suspension.

C.O. Company “C”: Capt J.K. Marlatt
Location and Operations Summary: CP (BT 078663) 

021500H August 1969: One tank from Co C in support of 3/1 at 
(AT 990525) fired 90mm at fortified 
bunker.  Bunker destroyed.

031100H August 1969: Three tanks from Co C in support of 
ROKMC at (AT 178587). Prep fired 
treeline with 90mm .50 and .30 caliber 
MG and one load napalm.  Satisfactory 
results.

061300H August 1969: Four tanks from Co C (BT 001580) fired 
90mm and .50 caliber at suspected enemy 
position.  Results satisfactory.

061400H August 1969: Two tanks from Co C in support of 3/1 
at (BT 006577) fired 90mm to prep 
treeline.  Results 1 House destroyed.

061600H August 1969: Two tanks from Co C in support of 3/1 
at (AT 975555) fired 90mm .50 and.30 
caliber MG at unknown size enemy force, 
results treeline and bunker damage.

061630H August 1969: Three tanks from Co C at (BT 014587) 
fired 90mm and .30 caliber MG at 
suspected enemy positions.  Results two 
bunkers destroyed.

061645H August 1969: Two tanks from Co C at (BT 002585) 
fired 90mm at enemy positions resulting 
in two bunkers destroyed.
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061855H August 1969: Two tanks from Co C in support of 3/1 
fired 90mm and flame at (BT 011588)-
(005568).  Results, four treelines 
destroyed and 1 secondary explosion.

071015H August 1969: Three tanks from Co C in support of 3/1 
fired 90mm .50 and.30 caliber MG to 
prep treeline at (BT 014597). Results, 
1 house destroyed.

071430H August 1969: Two tanks from Co C in support of 3/1 
fired at (AT 015587) fired 90mm and.50 
caliber, Results 1 Bunker destroyed. 

080900H August 1969: Three tanks from Co C in support of 3/1 
at (BT 024605) fired 90mm .50 and .30 
caliber.  Results were 1 NVA KIA.

081040H August 1969: Three tanks from Co C in support of 3/1 
at (BT 015608) fired 90mm and .50 
caliber MG.  Results 1 bunker 
destroyed. 

101500H August 1969: Two tanks from Co C in support of 3/1 
at (AT 962523) fired 90mm.  Results, 6 
huts and 2 bunkers destroyed.

141700H August 1969:  One tank from Co C while under tow to 
Bn CP for repair at (BT 033747) broke 
tow bar and collided with ARVN truck 
causing 2 friendly NBC EVACS.

201130H August 1969: One tank from CO C in support of ROKMC 
at (BT 004596) fired 90mm .50 and.30 
caliber MG.  Results 1 secondary 
explosion.

230900H August 1969: Co C moved to new command post at (BT 
135454) and assumed direct support of 
7th Marines. 

261205H August 1969: One tank from Co C in support of ROKMC 
at (BT 0075596) detonated an SFD 

resulting in 1 USMC WIA MED-EVAC. 

C.O. Company “A”, 1st AT Bn: 1stLt B.J. Bethel
Location and Operations Summary: CP (AT 997723) 
Cadre Status



August 1965

First Antitanks:
Commanding Officer: Maj A.J. Eagan
Executive Officer: Maj's R.E. Harris
Operations Officer: Maj A.J. Eagan
Logistics Officer: Maj J.J. Keefe
Location: Camp Pendleton, CA

H&S Company C.O.: Capt J.W. Schroeder
Location: Camp Pendleton, CA

C.O. Company “A”, 1st AT Bn: 1stLt B.J. Bethel

C.O. Company “B”, 1st AT Bn: 2ndLt F.S. Roe

C.O. Company “C”: 1stLt W.F. Snyder

Commander’s Narrative Summary of Significant Events

a.  At the beginning of Fiscal Year 66, Major A.J. EAGAN 
was in command of the 1st Antitank Battalion (-).  Company C, 
under the command of 1st Lt. W.F. SNYDER, had deployed in late 
May to the Far East as part of RLT-7.

b.  In early July, 1st Platoon, Company B, commanded by 
2nd Lt. F.S. ROE, deployed with BLT-1/5 to Kaneohe, there to 
form part of the new 1st Marine Brigade.

c.  During the first half of August, Company A, commanded 
by 1st Lt. D.S. FEENEY, deployed to West Pac in increments with 
separate BLT’s of RLT-1, and with the East Pac MAB.

d.  On 17 August 1965, the 1st Antitank Battalion (-) 
moved from The Horno Area, where it had been stationed since 
activation in 1957, to the Del Mar Area of Camp Pendleton.

e.  RLT-5 was activated on 27 August 1965, and Company B 
(-), 1st Antitank Battalion went under its operational Control. 
Administrative control remained with this Battalion.

f. Major R.E. HARRIS assumed command of the Battalion of 
31 August 1965, Major EAGAN becoming the Battalion S-3 Officer.

g. Lt. Col. WALTER MOORE assumed command of the Battalion
on 28 September 1965.  Major HARRIS assumed duties as Battalion 
Executive Officer.

h. A Material Readiness Inspection of the 1st Marine 
Division (Rein) (Rear) was conducted by a team from FMFPAC 



during the week of 25-29 October.  Grades assigned to this 
Battalion ranged from “Satisfactory” to “Satisfactory with Minor
Discrepancies”.

i. Company B (-) returned to operational control of the 
1st Antitank Battalion (-) from RLT-5 on 6 December 1965.

 Note: The Command Chronology for August '66 is not in the SOP format. However, the
narrative style is quite comprehensive and covers much more detail than the formatted 
CC. Plus the chain of command includes the platoon leaders which is largely absence 
from the norm for CC's.

August 1966

First Antitanks:
Commanding Officer: Maj's A.J. Eagan
Executive Officer: Maj A.J. Harris
Operations Officer: Maj A.J. Eagan
Logistics Officer: Maj J.J. Keefe
Location & Operations Summary: 
Note: Trying to meaningfully summarize Ontos action is tougher than herding cats. 
These guys were everywhere! The command chronologies are detailed down to names 
of crews. This level of detail is found nowhere else in the archives of command 
chronologies. If you want to research further into the actions of Ontos you are 
encouraged to read the complete command chronologies. Access the CC’s through the 
Foundation's web site. Tank CCs are up to 300+ pages much of which is of slight 
interest (being generous) to most. However, the Ontos CCs are 30+ pages and are 
action-filled and detailed. To complicate reporting, the Ontos battalions were phased out
halfway through the war and their activities were reported through the supporting 
respective Tank battalions. From that point on, Tank's CCs mostly mentioned the 
attached Ontos in passing and very little of what the Ontos did was reported in any 
great detail. Next will be an extract of the 1st Anti Tank CC for August of 1967. 

H&S Company C.O.: Capt J.W. Schroeder
Location & Operations Summary: Camp Pendleton, CA

C.O. Company “A”, 1st AT Bn: 1stLt B.J. Bethel

052400H The 2nd Platoon (Company A) departed the Company 
Command Post as security forces for the Regimental Command Group
convoy.  This convoy arrived at Tam Ky at 060430H.  One Ontos 
remained in a defensive position covering the Song Tam Ky Bridge
providing security for six JP-4 Refuelers which required a 
pontoon bridge to cross the river.  This Ontos arrived at Tam Ky
at 060700H.

C.O. Company “B” (-)(Rein), Capt J.E. Felker
Location and Operations Summary:
Operation Colorado   



Concept of Operations. Company B was to move to the operating 
area in three increments.  One platoon, on D-day, was to move 
into a blocking position athwart the Hiep Duc Road in the 
vicinity of (BT 130360), with the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines; 
providing convoy security enroute.  The other two platoons were 
to act as security forces for the Regimental Command Group as 
LSA convoys to Tam Ky.  Upon arrival in the operating area and 
for the duration of the operation, Company B was to be prepared 
for employment in a direct fire support role or in any other 
capacity as directed by the Commanding Officer, 5th Marines.

C.O. Company “C”: Capt R.J. Espesito
Location & Operations Summary: 
August 1967

First Antitanks:
Commanding Officer: LtCol P.D. Reissner
Executive Officer: Maj P.S. Galligan
Operations Officer: Capt G.K. Robinson
Logistics Officer: 1stLt V.C. Davis
Location and Operations Summary:

Throughout the reporting period subordinate units of this 
command assigned missions as follows:

Company A, Direct Support of 1st Marines

Company B, Direct Support of 5th Marines

Company C, Direct Support of 7th Marines

1-31 August 1967, During the month of August the stand down on 
the Ontos mounted 106mm Recoilless Rifle was still in effect.  
However, permission was granted to fire the vehicle mounted 
106mm Recoilless Rifle on training ranges for the purpose of 
maintaining combat gunnery skills and safety procedures.  Also, 
Ontos were again employed as convoy escorts for Rough Riders. 

H&S Company C.O.: Capt R.A. Vedenveld
Location and Operations Summary:

On 29 August LCpl REED M MAY JR was killed in action. Click on his name for more 
details.

C.O. Company “A” (-)(Rein): 1stLt C.E. Woods
Location and Operations Summary:

At coordinates (BT 120634) Ontos A-31 and A-33 from Company
A, 3rd Platoon, received approximately 1,000 rounds heavy 
automatic weapons fire from coordinates (BT 120640).  A-31 and 
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A-33 returned a total of 800 rounds .30 caliber and the enemy 
broke contact.  No search of the area was made.

16 August Ontos A-33 and A-31, at coordinates (BT 120635) 
received heavy automatic weapons fire from
coordinates (BT 116637).  A-31 expended 150 .30 
caliber rounds and A-33 returned 600 rounds .30 
caliber.  Search of the area revealed blood 
trails.  Results: 2 VC KIA probable.

21 August The Platoon Sergeant of Company A, 2nd Platoon, 
detonated a chicom grenade rigged as a mine at 
coordinates (BT 011629).  Results one USMC WIA 
Med-evac.

22 August At coordinates (BT 016516) Ontos A-21 and A-24 
Company A, 2nd Platoon) received 30to 40 rounds 
of automatic weapons fire from 10-15 VC located 
at coordinates (BT 014541).  A-21 expended 750 
rounds .30 caliber and A-24 returned 1000 .30 
caliber rounds.  Results:  1 USMC WIA med-evac 
whose status was later changed to DOW.

LCpl Edward E. Davies was killed in action. Click on his name for more 
details.

22 August A-32 and A-35 received 10 to 20 rounds small arms 
fire from coordinates (BT 128633) while at 
coordinates (BT 124630).  A-35 expended two 106mm 
rounds from a ground mounted 106mm Recoilless 
Rifle.  No search was made due to darkness.

C.O. Company “B” (-)(Rein): Capt A.R. Greene

15 August Two Ontos from Company B, 2nd Platoon, with two 
platoons of infantry from Company G and Company 
F, 5th Marines, and two LVT’s, departed An Hoa 
(AT 876473) as part of a reaction force to assist 
Company G which was ambushed by 100-150 Viet Cong 
at (AT 908481).  Contact had been broken by the 
time the reaction force had arrived.  The two 
Ontos then set up a blocking position while 
Company G swept the area.  The block was set at 
coordinates (AT 909467) with negative results. 

C.O. Company “C” (-)(Rein): Capt W.E. Nelson
Location & Operations Summary: 
Note: 1st Antitank Bn ceased to exist by the end of 1967 as noted in the 1st Tank Bn's 
December Command Chronology although Ontos became subordinate units to their 



respective tank battalions, they continued to operate as they had the previous two 
years.

August 1965

Third Tanks
Note: The Command Diary (pre-dates command chronologies) is mostly eligible and 
pages missing and out of sequence. There is no S-staff Officers identified

Commanding Officer: LtCol S.R. Jones, Jr.
Executive Officer: Unnamed 
Operations Officer: Unnamed
Logistics Officer: Unnamed
Location: Da Nang (AT 988711)
 
 H&S Company C.O.: Capt H.A. Bertrand
Location: Da Nang

C.O.'s Company “A”: Capt F.W. Jarnot 
Location: Da Nang

C.O. Company “B”: Capt A.E. Lee
Location: Da Nang

C.O. Company “C”: Capt J.P Sanders 
Location: Chu Lai

C.O. Company “B”, 1st Tank Bn.: Capt A.W. Lamb
Location: Chu Lai

PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1. Mission Assigned

a.  The Third Tank Battalion mission is to provide combat 
support for the Third Marine Division in current operations 
utilizing mobility, armor-protection, fire power, and shock 
action to close with and destroy enemy forces, fortifications, 
and materials.  The Third Tank Battalion (-) Reinforced is in 
general support of the Third Marine Division with a Tank Company
in direct support operational control of the Third Marines, a 
Tank Company in direct support operational control of the Ninth 
Marines, a Tank Company attached to the Fourth Marines, and a 
Tank Company (-) attached to the Seventh Marines.  

2.  Chronological Summary of Events



1 August 1965 Company “B” conducted two fire missions in 
support of 2d Battalion, 9th Marines sweep and 
clear operations in Cam Ne (1).  Targets were 
defensive bunkers and trenches located at (AT 
987683) and (AT 987687).  Both targets were 
damaged and one bunker was destroyed. 

2 August 1965 Company “A” in direct support of 3d Marines 
operation “Blast Out I” in southwest portion of 
DaNang TAOR.  Company conducted patrol and 
sweeping operations on western flank with 
elements of the 3d Reconnaissance Battalion.  No 
enemy activity encountered.

Marines from Company B, 1st Battalion, 3d Marines are seen in Operation BLASTOUT southwest of Da Nang. The 
1st Battalion, 9th Marines conducted its search of the Cam Ne village complex, four miles to the north, in 
conjunction with this operation.

3 August 1965 Company “A” continued to provide tank support to 
3d Marines operation “Blast Out I”.  Tanks were employed to
clear village fortifications of booby-traps and anti-
personnel mines.  No enemy troop units were encountered.  
Company “B” conducted fire mission in support of 2d 
Battalion, 9th Marines sweep and clear operations in Cam Ne
(1). One bunker where automatic weapons fire was coming 
from was destroyed (AT 979675).  During the evening Company
“B” displaced to the Marble Mountain area in preparation 
for operations with the 1st Battalion 9th Marines.

4 August 1965 Company “A” returned to Command Post from 
Operation “Blast Out I” after having provided security for 
two damaged LVTE-1’s during the night of 3-4 August.  
Company “B” conducted tank-infantry sweep and clear 
operations south and west of Marble Mountain.  Three tanks 



were temporarily mired in rice fields but were back in 
action in less than an hour. There was no enemy contact 
with the tanks although an LVT was extensively damaged when
it struck a mine while operating with the tanks.

5 August 1965 Company “B” continued the tank-infantry search 
and destroy operations southwest of Marble Mountain. Tank 
fire was used to destroy enemy bunkers, emplacements and 
trench lines.  Tank received a considerable amount of small
arms fire from a fortified building at (BT 037656) shortly 
after noon. The structure was destroyed and the enemy small
arms fire ceased as a result of the tank fire.

6 August 1965 Company “A” was assigned a mission to crush and 
burn a suspected enemy District Headquarters at (AT876692).
Upon reaching their destination they found the area 
deserted.  A Flame Tank was used to destroy suspected enemy
emplacements and meeting places in the immediate vicinity. 
Company “B” concluded its support of the 1st Battalion, 9th
Marines sweep southwest of Marble Mountain without further 
enemy contact.

7 August 1965 Company “A” continued to support search and 
destroy operations of the 1st Battalion, 3d Marines near 
Cau Song (1) (AT 875695).  Additional enemy emplacements 
were destroyed and the operation concluded during the early
evening hours without enemy contact.  

8 August 1965 In response to a request from the 2d Battalion, 
9th Marines tanks located at the Battalion Command Post 
conducted a fire mission against a known enemy ammunition 
storage area at (AT 987688).  Eleven rounds were fired and 
the target was destroyed as well as ammunition contained 
therein.  The Battalion completed proficiency firing with 
all Command Post weapons.  Medical personnel continued to 
provide first aid and basic treatment to the residents of 
the Hamlet of Phong Bac (1).  This activity occurs 
approximately four times each week and attracts nearly half
the village population of eighty.  

9 August 1965 Company “B” responded to a request for assistance
from Company “B”, 1st Battalion, 9th Marines which was 
under attack by small arms and automatic weapons. Tank fire
was directed at the structure where the fire was coming 
from.  A search of the area failed to reveal any enemy or 
weapons although spent cartridge cases from .30 caliber 
weapons were found. At 2330 the Battalion Command Post 
received a considerate amount of small arms and automatic 



weapons fire from positions directly in front of the 
southern portion of the perimeter.  Within a very few 
seconds a heavy mortar barrage began landing throughout the
Command Post area.  Two living tents, the S-1 tent, and one
defensive bunker received direct hits.  The barrage lasted 
for approximately five minutes and approximately thirty 
rounds exploded within the perimeter and six in the Hamlet 
of Phong Bac (1). Muzzle flashes were seen coming from Yen 
Bac at (AT 984702) and Cam Ne (1) (AT 982694).  The 60mm 
mortar rounds came from the first firing position and the 
81mm mortar rounds were probably fired from the latter.  AN
artillery fire mission was called on the suspected gun 
positions however due to the distance the results were not 
immediately known.  The Battalion sustained twenty-three 
WIA, three of whom later died of wounds including the 
Battalion Adjutant.  At 2338 emergency helicopter 
evacuation was requested.

Killed in action/Died of wounds were 1stLt RONALD C. KRAUS, Cpl LESLIE I. 
HILDENBRAND, and LCpl PAUL A. DEVERS. Click on their names for more 
details.
  

10 August 1965 At 0023 helicopters began arriving and all 
persons injured during the mortar attack were evacuated to 
the Third Marine Division hospital by 0050.  Crater 
analysis revealed that the mortar rounds had come from the 
vicinity of the suspected gun position, however a search by
a patrol from the 2d Battalion,9th Marines failed to 
discover any evidence of activity in those locations.  The 
Battalion Command Post was reorganized and deeper and more 
heavily constructed bunkers were built.  Company “B”, 
operating with the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines captured six 
Viet Cong near (BT 054697) and turned them over to Hoa Vang
District Headquarters for interrogation.

11 August 1965 Thirty-five Vietnamese were treated by Battalion 
Medical personnel and thirty pairs of shower shoes were 
distributed to the residents of Phong Bac (1). Company “B” 
captured clothing, ammunition, and other military items 
during a tank patrol south of Marble Mountain.  At 2000 
four rounds of sniper fire were received in the Battalion 
Command Post from positions near (AT 996712).

12 August 1965 The Artillery Forward Observer assigned to the 
Tank Battalion observed numerous Vietnamese entering a 
small shrine 1000 meters forward of his position carrying 
long boxes.  A patrol was sent to the area in coordination 
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with the Third Anti-Tank Battalion. No unusual activity was
observed and the boxes could not be found.

13 August 1965 Company “B” participated in a tank-infantry sweep
in coordination with 1st Battalion, 9th Marines southwest 
of Marble Mountain.  At (BT 069689) tank returned fire on a
Viet Cong emplacement.  One Viet Cong was wounded and was 
seen being dragged off by another. No further enemy 
activity occurred as the patrol continued its operations 
throughout the night.

14 August 1965 Company “A” conducted tank-infantry patrol with 
elements of Company “C”, 1st Battalion, 3d Marines in 
western portion of TAOR.  No enemy contact.  Company 
“B” conducted search and destroy operations near 
Marble Mountain without contact.  Battalion 
Headquarters command post defense weapons were fired 
for training and proficiency of crew members.

15 August 1965 Two rounds of small arms sniper fire were 
received in the Battalion Command Post area.  Location of 
weapons could not be determined.  Company “A” continued its
patrol with the 1st Battalion, 3d Marines.  Sniper fire was
received from a position near (AT 879689) however the area 
could not be searched due to dense underbrush.

16 August 1965 At 2315 several voices shouting “You Die” were 
heard along the southern sector of the Battalion Command 
Post perimeter.  This was followed by small arms and 
automatic weapons fire along all sides of the perimeter.  
Four 81mm mortar rounds fell along the eastern sector.  
Contact was broken when defensive automatic weapons 
returned a heavy volume of fire.  The artillery forward 
observer called a fire mission at the suspected mortar 
position which resulted in six Viet Cong confirmed KIA.  
Reports indicated that approximately thirty Viet Cong were 
involved in the attack with approximately six automatic 
weapons being used.  A late report from the Chief, Hieu Duc
District indicated that twenty-six Viet Cong were killed by
artillery fire.

18 August 1965 A twenty-six man patrol was conducted between 
182200H and 190600H forward of the Battalion Command Post. 
No enemy activity noted.  Company “C” reported that two of 
their tanks were extensively damaged during “Operation 
Starlight”.  The tanks had been involved in a very close 
and intense battle with the Viet Cong near Van Tuong.  
Tanks were damaged by anti-tank rockets, 81mm mortars, 57mm



recoilless rifles, and well aimed small arms fire.  Due to 
fluid nature of the situation the exact disposition of the 
tanks was unknown at this time.  Company “C” reported one 
KIA and seven WIA.  Company “B”, 1st Tank Battalion 
reported one flame tank damaged and four WIA.

Killed in action was Cpl WILLIAM C. LAIDLAW. Click on his name for more 
details.

A Marine helicopter from HMM-361 brings ammunition to a howtar position 
during Operation STARLITE. The howtar is a 107mm mortar tube mounted 
on a pack howitzer chassis, hence the name howtar

Marines from the 2dBattalion, 4th Marines assemble near a small hamlet during Operation STARLITE. The unit 
pictured is a command group; note the number of radio antennas.

19 August 1965 Company “C” sustained extensive damage on two 
tanks and moderate damage to three others during “Operation
Starlight”.  One tank was damaged beyond repair and was 
destroyed by a demolition team.  One other tank will 
require evacuation, remainder can be fully restored.  Tanks
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destroyed numerous enemy fortifications, captured twenty-
nine weapons and accounted for sixty-eight confirmed VC KIA.

Note: The time and effort by the 3rd Tank Bn Hq. S-3 to write about Operation Starlite 
and enter it into his command chronology is questionable. However, it is crystal 
clear that either the 2 tank companies in Chu Lai, one from each of the two tank 
battalions and both reported by the 3rd Tanks, that had some considerable skin in 
the Operation Starlite combat did not report “up” as they should have and/or the 
reports were given only cursory interest. Here is printed as Capt lamb wrote it. 
For maps and After Action Reports and statistics go to the VTHF Website at 
http://mcvthf.org/Maps/Op_Starlight_Aug65.htm  and “U.S. 

Marine in Vietnam – The Landing and the Buildup” 

Participating Tank units.

http://mcvthf.org/Maps/Op_Starlight_Aug65.htm


Co. "B" (-), 1st Tk Bn with (1) M-48 Gun Tank, (3) M-67A2 Flame Tank, (1) VTR M51, 
with RLT-7.
Tanks: B51, F33, F53 and F55.

(B51 was Capt A.W. Lamb’s. He was the “Gagle Commander” and was awarded  the 
Silver Star for his action. The “F”s were all flame tanks)

3rd Plt. Co. "A", 3rd Tk Bn with BLT 3/3.
Tanks: A31, A32, A33, A34 and A35.
Section, 2nd Plt. Co. "C", 3rd Tk Bn with BLT 2/4
Tanks: C22, C24.

Casualties for tank units;
1 KIA Cpl. William C. LAIDLAW of "C" Co., 15 WIA.

20 August 1965 A twenty-six man patrol was conducted from 
200001H to 200600H in the area 2000 meters west of the 
Battalion Command Post.  No enemy encountered.

21 August 1965 A ten man ambush was established from 202200H to 
210600H approximately 300 meters southeast of the 
Battalion Command Post.  No enemy contact.

22 August 1965 A twenty-six man combat patrol was conducted west
and south of the Battalion Command Post.  An ambush was 
established from 212130H until 220545 without enemy contact.

23 August 1965 Company “B” guarded a downed friendly aircraft 
west of Marble Mountain.  Upon removal of all required 
equipment the plane was destroyed by a flame tank.

25 August 1965 The Vietnamese Regional Force Training Center 
(HOA CAM) immediately adjacent to the Tank Battalion’s 
western perimeter was attacked by a Viet Cong force of 
unknown strength.  No casualties occurred in the Battalion 
area.  The training center sustained two KIA and thirty-
seven WIA.

26 August 1965 Three sniper rounds were received from positions 
directly south of the Battalion Command Post.  Exact 
location could not be determined.  No friendly casualties.

27 August 1965 Company “B” while on search and destroy operation
south of Marble Mountain received substantial small arms 
and automatic weapons fire.  One Marine was WIA.  Tank fire
was returned on the sources of enemy fire, destroying the 
emplacement.  Due to flooded area between tanks and target
it was not possible to confirm enemy casualties.

28 August 1965 Battalion Medical personnel continued to provide 
treatment to the residents of Phong Bac (1) 



immediately adjacent to the eastern sector of the 
Command Post area.  

29 August 1965 Company “B” conducted a patrol south of Marble 
Mountain with “A” Company, 1st Battalion, 9th 
Marines.  Significant amounts of enemy small arms and 
automatic weapons fire were received by the tanks.  
Fire was returned resulting in three confirmed Viet 
Cong KIA.  Additional casualties could not be 
confirmed since it was not possible to maneuver 
between the tanks and the main target area.  

30 August 1965 Three rounds of sniper fire were received in the 
southeast sector of the Battalion Command Post.  
Exact location of fire could not be determined.  No 
friendly casualties.

31 August 1965 Company “A” Command Post displaced to (AT 
946761). Company “B” conducted a reconnaissance patrol near
Marble Mountain.  Light enemy resistance was encountered 
and the tanks sustained one WIA.  Tank fire was directed at
the enemy positions, however, enemy casualties could not be
confirmed due to the situation which required the tanks to 
continue to cover their patrol routes.

August 1966

Third Tanks
Commanding Officer: Maj J.G. Doss
Executive Officers: Maj’s P.L. Westenberger, E.R. Larson & J.G. Doss
Operations Officer: Capt A.W. Facklam, Jr.
Logistics Officers: Maj W.J. Decota & Capt R.E. Downard
Location & Operations: Da Nang (AT 989708)

During the month of August, 1966, the 3d Tank Battalion 
experienced relatively the same degree and type of VC anti-tank 
activity as last month.

Seven (7) anti-tank mines were detonated by tanks during 
August as compared to ten (10) during July.  In addition, tanks 
were engaged in VC initiated exchanges of fire on thirty-one 
(31) occasions this month while July’s total was thirty-three 
(33).  

To counter balance these slight decreases in anti-tank 
actions, the VC staged mortar attack against the 3d Tank 
Battalion C.P. on 17 August and attacked in force a USMC 
position in the Cam Lo area where elements of Company “C”, 3d 



Tank Battalion, were located; according to the Infantry 
commander present, the attack was directed mainly against the 
Company “C” tanks. 

During the month of August 1966, Company “A”, “B”, and “C”,
3d Tank Battalion, and Company “C” (-), 1st Tank Battalion 
(OpCon 3d Tank Battalion)continued in direct support of the four
infantry regiments within the Da Nang and Phu Bai TAOR.

Company “A” (-) (Rein) was in direct support of the 3d 
Marine Regiment.

Company “B” (Rein) was in direct support of the 9th Marine 
Regiment and the 2d Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment.  The 2d 
Platoon of Company “A” was OpCon to Company “B” until 20 August 
1966.  At that time BLT 3/3 assumed OpCon of the 2d Platoon, 
Company “A”.

Company “C” (Rein) operating in the Phu Bai and Dong Ha 
area is in direct support of the 4th Marine Regiment.

Company “C” (-) (Rein), 1st Tank Battalion is in direct 
support of the 1st Marine Regiment.

On 28 August 1966, 3d Tank Battalion joined the 2d platoon 
of Company “A”, 5th Tank Battalion.  This platoon will be 
redesignated as 2d Platoon, Company “A”, 3d Tank Battalion.  The
2d Platoon of Co “A” 3d Tank Battalion was attached to BLT 3/3 
on 20 August 1966 for deployment to Okinawa. 

H&S Company C.O.s: Capt's J.B. Terpak & P.F. Lessard
Location & Operations: Da Nang (AT 989708)

5 August 1966: At 1500H a 3d Tank Battalion patrol visited the 
home of a known VC in the village of Phong Bac at (AT 999712) to
question the VC’s wife.  While conducting the interrogation an 
M-26 hand grenade was thrown into the house by an unknown party 
approximately 25 meters from the house.  The tank Battalion’s 

Civil Affairs Officer (2ndLt Robert Mattingly – see Award Recipients Roster for

the details of this incident) threw himself on the grenade and shouted for
the other members of the patrol to evacuate the area.  After 
several seconds it was determined the grenade was not going to 
explode and the grenade was examined and found to still contain 
the safety pin.  A search of the area failed to reveal the 
person who threw the grenade.

11 August 1966: At 2205H 3d Tank Battalion received a report
from 11st 8” Howitzer Battery, located at (AT 975716) that they 



were under mortar attack.  As Southern Sector Coordinator of the
3d Marine Division Rear Area all units in the Southern Sector 
were alerted and reserve reaction forces were placed in a stand-
by status.  At 120030H when the threat had diminished, forces 
returned to a normal state of readiness. 

17 August 1966: At 0145H the 3d Tank Battalion, 3d Anti-Tank
Battalion, 1st AmTrac Battalion and 3d Motor Transport Battalion
were attacked by an estimated reinforced VC platoon.  The attack
began with a mortar barrage of approximately 60-70 rounds of 
both 60mm and 81mm.  During the initial mortar barrage the 
Commanding Officer and Executive Officer, 3d Tank Battalion were

wounded and the S-4 Officer killed. (The S-4 Logistics Officer was Maj 

WALTER J. DECOTA. Click on his name for more details. See find Maj Decota’s name 
on the Purple Heart Roster.) Simultaneously, an estimated VC squad armed
with AR 47 assault rifles, RPG-2 anti-tank rockets, satchel 
charges and grenades attacked the 3d Motor Transport Battalion. 
The VC mortar position located at (AT 983711) were immediately 
taken under fire by tank 90mm and small arms fire.  After 
approximately 5-10 minutes the mortar firing ceased.  VC 
casualties resulting from these fires were 4 VC KBGF probable.  
3d Tank Battalion casualties were 1 KIA, 6 WIA, 5 med evac.

20 August 1966: From 2158H to 2320H, the 3d Tank Battalion, 
3d Anti-tank Battalion and 1st AmTrac Battalion CP’s located at 
(AT 989711) received from 300 to 500 rounds of small arms fire 
from positions in the vicinity of (AT 987711).  The three 
battalions that were receiving fire returned heavy volume of 
small arms and M-79 fire.  Three VC were observed in position at
(AT 994712) and (AT 985715).  An LVTH-6 of the 1st AmTrac fired 
5 rounds of HE and 3 rounds of 105mm WP at suspected positions. 
One USMC 1stAmTracBn non med evac and one USN (NSA, POL fuel 
farm) WIA med evac.

A search of the enemy positions was made at 210630H.  The 
search in Grid Squares (AT 9971) revealed 6 buildings destroyed,
1 Vietnamese National wounded in the leg and one Vietnamese 
National child that had been killed by small arms fire.  
According to villagers the casualties may have been the result 
of VC fire.

C.O. Company “A”: Capt L.A. Brandt 
Location & Operations: Da Nang (AT 946762)

3 August 1966: At 1925H a Company “A” tank at (AT 903546) in 
support of elements of 1/9 received an estimated 10 rounds of 
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small arms fire.  Enemy positions could not be located and fire 
was not returned.

7 August 1966:  At 1830H while in support of elements of 2/3 at 
(AT 878575) 14 VC were observed at (AT 859568).  A heavy volume 
of 90mm cannon fire was expended with good target coverage.  Due
to the range to the target it was impossible to determine enemy 
casualties.

10 August 1966:  At 1545H while in support of F 2/3 at (AT 
878574) 3 VC were observed in 3 boats crossing the Song Vu Gia 
at (AT 849552).  Tanks fired 90mm cannon and sank all three 
boats.  Area could not be searched, 3 VC KBGF probable.

11 August 1966:  At 1301H while in support of F 2/3 at (AT 
878574), 3 VC were observed in 3 boats on the Song Vu Gia at (AT
8555) moving in an easterly direction.  Tanks fired the 90mm 
cannon sinking one boat and damaging the other two.  Three VC 
KBGF confirmed.  Again at 1530H another VC was observed in a 
boat crossing the river.  Tanks fired the 90mm cannon sinking 
the boat with its occupant.  1 VC KBGF confirmed.  At 1922H 
while in support of R 2/3 at (AT 878574), 30 to 35 VC were 
observed at (AT 821571) moving south.  Tanks fired a heavy 
volume of 90mm HE and observed direct hits resulting in 15 VC 
KBGF confirmed.

12 August 1966:  At 1220H while in support of elements of 2/3 at
(AT 878574) 5 VC were observed in two boats crossing the Song Vu
Gia.  Tank fired the 90mm cannon and sank both boats.  Two VC 
KBGF confirmed.

13 August 1966:  From 0100H to 0400H while in support of 
elements of 2/3 at (AT 877574) tanks fired an H&I mission into 
coordinates (AT 895611).  All fires were unobserved.  Results 
undetermined.

At 1715H while in support of elements of 2/3 at (AT 878574) 3 VC
were observed crossing the Song Vu Gia in 3 boats at (AT 
855558).  Tanks fired a heavy volume of 90mm HE and observed 
direct hits.  One boat was sunk and two were damaged, 2 VC KBGF 
confirmed.

15 August 1966:  At 0530 while in support of elements of 2/3 at 
(AT 914598) tanks fired an H&I mission into coordinates at (AT 
895611).  All fires were unobserved.  Results undetermined.

At 1800 while in support of elements of 2/3 at (AT 877575) tank 
crewmen observed a number of VC in a boat crossing the Song Vu 
Gia at (AT 85355).  Tanks fired 6 rounds of 90mm HE, the boat 



was not sunk.  Two rounds were premature air burst.  Ammunition 
lot suspended locally pending further investigation.

16 August 1966: From 162000H to 170230H while in support of 
elements of 2/3 at (AT 877574) tanks fired H&I fires into 
suspected enemy positions at (AT 849548).  All fires were 
unobserved, results undetermined.

17 August 1966:  From 172000H to 180330H while in support of 
elements of 2/3 at (AT 877575) tanks fired H&I fires into 
suspected enemy positions at (AT 849548).  All fires were 
unobserved, results undetermined.

At 1530H while in support of elements of 2/3 at (AT 877574) tank
crewmen observed 4 VC unloading a boat at (AT 848549).  Tanks 
fired 90mm HE destroying the boat and a house nearby.  Four VC 
KBGF confirmed.

18 August 1966:  From 182200H to 190430H while in support of 
elements of 1/3 at (AT 877575) tanks fired 3 H&I missions into 
suspected enemy positions at (AT 849548).  Results of firing 
unknown, all fires were unobserved.

19 August 1966:  At 1600 while in support of elements of 2/3 at 
(AT 877575) 4 VC were observed in a boat at (AT 858562).  Tanks 
fired the 90mm cannon scoring a direct hit.  The boat was 
destroyed, and 4 VC KBGF confirmed.  

At 1445H while in support of elements of 3/3 at (AT 877575) 
tanks fired an H&I mission into (AT 855554).  All fires were 
unobserved, results unknown. 

20 August 1966:  At 2030 while in support of G 2/3 at (AT 
915992) tanks fired an H&I mission into (AT 885602).  All fires 
were unobserved, results unknown.

21 August 1966:  At 1830H while in support of elements of 2/3 at
(AT 877575) tanks fired an H&I mission into (AT 874577).  All 
fires were unobserved, results unknown.

From 212200H to 220200H tanks in support of elements of 2/3 
fired H&I fires from their position at (AT 874577) into (AT 
805557).  All fires were unobserved, results unknown.

25 August 1966:  At 1005H while in support of elements of 2/3 at
(AT 914598) tanks fired an H&I mission into (AT 893613) and (AT 
889615).  Results unknown, all fires unobserved.

28 August 1966:  At 1400H while in support of elements of the 3d
Marines at (AT 877574) tank crewmen observed 5 VC in a boat on 



the Song Vu Gia at (AT 854555).  Tanks fired 90mmHE and observed
a direct hit.  One VC ran from the shore.  Results:  Four VC 
KBGF confirmed.

C.O. Company “B”: Capt E.L. Tunget
Location & Operations: Da Nang (AT 946762)

2 August 1966:  At 0045H tanks in support of elements of 1/9 at 
(AT 954544) tanks received approximately 15 rounds of small arms
for the vicinity of (AT 953533).  Tanks returned .30 caliber 
machine gun fire and the enemy firing ceased.  The area was not 
searched because of darkness.

3 August 1966:  At 1630H while in support of H 2/9 at (BT 
005583) on an anti-personnel mine sweep, an estimated 20 VC were
observed in the vicinity of (BT 001582).  Tanks fired the 90mm 
cannon and caliber .30 machine gun and the VC broke contact.  A 
search of the area failed to reveal any VC casualties.

At 1720H while in support of C 1/9 at (AT 953562) 10 persons in 
civilian dress were observed in a tree line nearby.  As they 
were approached by infantry and tanks they fled.  Tanks fired 
the .30 caliber and .50 cal. machine gun.  During the area 
search one civilian was found to be wounded and was later med-
evacuated.  

At 2235H while in support of elements of 1/9 at (AT 905548) tank
crewmen observed 2 VC wading in opposite directions across the 
river in the vicinity of (AT 901548) and (AT 899542).  These 
sightings were verified by Xenon infra-red and white light.  
Tanks fired 90mm HE and caliber .30 machine gun with a direct 
hit being observed on one of the VC.  One VC KBGF confirmed.

4 August 1966:  At 1035H while in support of elements of 2/9 at 
(BT 008580) tanks received sniper fire from a house at (BT 
008584).  The house was destroyed by 90mm cannon fire.  Enemy 
casualties were not determined, as no search of the area was 
conducted.

5 August 1966:  At 1445H and again at 1700H while in support of 
D 1/9 at (AT 903545) tanks received enemy fire from the vicinity
of (AT 898542) and (AT 902538).  Tanks returned 90mm cannon and 
caliber .30 machine gun fire resulting in 2 VC KBGF confirmed 
and 2 VC KBGF probable.

At 1734H while in support of A 1/9 tanks fired at an unknown 
number of VC approaching A 1/9 positions.  A heavy volume of 
caliber .30 machine gun fire was directed into the VC before 
they broke contact resulting in 5 VC KBGF confirmed.



7 August 1966:  At 1945 while at (AT 982624) while in support of
elements of 1/9, 4 VC ran from a tree line into a house at (AT 
984623).  The house was immediately destroyed by 90mm HE fire.  
Results unknown, as the area was not searched.

8 August 1966:  At 1615H while in support of F 2/9 at (BT 
019558) 20 to 30 VC were observed wearing pith helmets and khaki
uniforms with blanket rolls proceeding in column in an easterly 
direction from (BT 022550).  Tanks immediately fired a heavy 
volume of 90mm HE and observed direct hits and good area 
coverage.  Results: 12 VC KBGF confirmed.

9 August 1966:  At 1345H two M67A2 flame tanks in support of 1/9
burned fields of fire at (AT 900545).

10 August 1966:  At 1000H while in support of C 1/9 at (AT 
985606), six VC were observed with weapons at (AT 987607).  
Tanks fired 90mm HE, WP, canister and caliber .50 and .30 
machine guns with good target coverage resulting in 2 VC KBGF 
confirmed and 4 VC KBGF probable.

At 1940H while in support of C 1/9 at (AT 954553) infantry began
receiving sniper fire from an estimated 3 VC at (AT 958558).  
Tanks returned 90mm HE and WP and enemy firing ceased.  Area 
could not be searched because of intervening river.

11 August 1966:  At 1306H a Company “B” tank detonated an anti-
vehicular mine estimated to contain 50 to 75 pounds of TNT at 
(AT 986583).  The tank was moderately damaged, there were no 
casualties.  Repairs were made on the spot and at 1700H the tank
proceeded under its own power to Company “B” CP.

At 1701H on Liberty Road at (AT 968596) it detonated another 
anti-vehicular mine estimated to be approximately the same size 
as the previous mine.  Since this mine was detonated on the same
side as the first mine, damage was not extensive to the 
suspension system.  Repairs were started immediately.  

At 1720H heavy small arms fire was received from a tree line at 
(AT 967596).  In addition to the disabled tank there were at 
this time two M67A2 flame tanks, an M-51 VTR and one M48A3 gun 
tank on Liberty Road.  All tanks returned a heavy volume of 90mm
HE, canister and caliber .30 machine gun fire before contact was
broken.  A search of the enemy position failed to reveal any 
enemy casualties.  The disabled tank was then towed to “B” 
Company CP without further incident.

12 August 1966:  At 1120H while in support of C 1/9 at (AT 
977597), 3 VC were observed running into a tree line at (AT 



977597).  The VC were immediately taken under fire with 
caliber .50 and .30 machine gun resulting in 2 VC KBGF probable 
and 1 VC WBGF probable.

13 August 1966:  At 0800H elements of D 1/9 acting as road 
security at (AT 988635) received sniper fire and observed two VC
at (AT 989635).  A tank arrived on the scene and expended 300 
rounds of caliber .30 into the VC position.  Results unknown, as
area was not searched.

14 August 1966:  At 0955H while in support of elements of 1/9 at
(AT 904549) 2 VC were observed with weapons at (AT 899549).  
Tanks fired the caliber .30 machine gun resulting in 2 VC KBGF 
confirmed.

At2045H while in support of elements of 1/9 at (AT 978606) tanks
received approximately 50 rounds of automatic small arms fire 
from an enemy position at (AT 980601).  Tanks returned 90mm HE, 
WP and caliber .30 machine gun fire.  Infantry searched area 
with negative results.

16 August 1966:  At 1910 while in support of H 2/1 at (BT 
024558) 50 to 60 VC were observed at (BT 023535) moving in 
column from east to west.  Tanks fired 90mm HE and WP with 
excellent target coverage.  Area not searched because of 
intervening river.  No casualty assessment made.

17 August 1966:  At 1645H while in support of elements of 2/1 at
(AT 992578) a section of tanks went to the assistance of an LVT 
that had been disabled by a mine and was receiving heavy small 
arms fire.  Tanks expended a heavy volume of 90mm HE, WP caliber
.50 and .30 machine gun fire into the enemy position.  Results 
undetermined as area was not searched.

At 1705H while in support of C 1/9 at (AT 976543) infantry and 
tanks received a heavy volume of small arms fire from an enemy 
position at (AT 977537) and (AT 972535).  Tanks returned a heavy
volume of 90mm HE, canister and caliber .30 machine gun fire 
resulting in 15 VC KBGF confirmed.  Tanks assisted in the 
capture of 10 VCC and 3 VCS.  Among the documents taken from the
prisoners were maps which outlined forward Marine command post 
position.

19 August 1966:  At 2045 while in support of elements of 1/9 at 
 (AT 904678) tanks received approximately 8 to 10 rounds of

60mm mortar fire from enemy positions at (AT 891548) tanks 
returned 90mm cannon fire and the mortaring ceased.



20 August 1966:  At 1641 while in support of G 1/9 at (AT 
992576) tank crewmen discovered parts of Vietnamese bodies, i.e.
foot and intestines, at the above coordinates.  Nearby was a 
crater in an old tank track that apparently was caused by an 
explosive device.  The man appeared to have been blown up by 
planting a mine.  Found near the body were 1 carbine clip, 3 
chicom grenades, 1 document and pieces of web gear and a pack.  
One VC KBGF confirmed.

21 August 1966:  At 1100 while in support of A 1/9 at (AT 
960552) tanks fired 90mm HE into a bunker complex at (AT 966522)
where movement had been observed by an aerial observer.  The 
aerial observer adjusted the tank’s fire and reported direct 
hits but gave no casualty estimate.

22 August 1966:  At 1240H two rounds of sniper fire was received
in the “B” Company CP at (AT 962611).  Tanks in the CP fired 
caliber .30 machine gun fire into the enemy position at (AT 
958606).  At 221445H another round was received from the same 
location.  Tanks returned 90mm cannon fire with good target 
coverage.  The firing ceased, no assessment of casualties was 
made.

23 August 1966:  At 2120H while in support of G 2/1 at (AT 
978563) tank crewmen observed 2 VC dragging a boat from a tree 
line at (AT 977567).  Tanks expended a heavy volume of .50 and .
30 caliber machine gun fire.  A secondary explosion was 
observed.  The boat was destroyed and 2 VC KBGF were confirmed.  

24 August 1966:  At 0950H while in support of elements of 1/9 
and 3/9 located at (AT 933527) infantry observed enemy movement 
at (AT 907527), (AT 911532) and (AT 910531).  Infantry marked 
target with 81mm WP.  Tanks fired 90mm HE.  Results unknown as 
area was not searched due to intervening river.

At 1030H while in support of G 2/1 at (AT 983546) tanks received
automatic small arms fire from an enemy position at (AT 976545).
Seven fully dressed and equipped VC were observed and taken 
under fire.  Tanks fired the 90mm cannon and both the .50 and .
30 caliber machine guns with good target coverage resulting in 5
VC KBGF confirmed, 2 VC KBGF probable, and 1 house destroyed.

At 241100H while in support of elements of 1/9 at (AT 973566) 
observed two boats on the south bank of the Song Thu Bon.  Tanks
destroyed the boats with 90mm fire.



26 August 1966:  At 0945H while in support of D 1/9 at (AT 
962577) tank crewmen found a 105mm round rigged as a booby trap.
The round was destroyed in place by engineers.

At 2145H while in support of G 2/1 a tank detonated an anti-
vehicular mine at (AT 996569) causing moderate damage to the 
tanks suspension system.  Three infantry men were med evacuated 
because of the mine.

29 August 1966:  At 1130H while in support of B 1/9 located at  
(AT 902544) tank 90mm cannon fire destroyed 4 boats and 2 
buildings at (AT 899539).  Fire mission was requested by 
infantry.

At 1150H while in support of elements of the 1st Marines (AT 
980609), tanks fired 90mm canister in support of a passing 
helicopter that was receiving small arms fire from an enemy 
position at (AT 983607).  Results unknown, area not searched.

At 2245H while in support of elements of 1/9 at (AT 902543) tank
crewmen heard movement just outside their wire and fired one 
round 90mm canister.  Results undetermined, area not searched.

Operation Macon

The 2d platoon of Company “B” remained in direct support of
3/9 throughout the month of August on Operation Macon.  Tank 
action in this area accounted for 88 VC KBGF confirmed, 12 KBGF 
probable and 3 VC WBGF confirmed.

3 August 1966:  At 1815H while in support of elements of 3/9 at 
(AT 926526) tanks received 3 rounds of sniper fire from a 
position at (AT 934525).  Tanks fired into the position with 
both 90mm cannon and caliber .50 machine gun fire.  A direct hit
was observed on 1 VC.  Tank crewmen continued to observe the 
enemy position for another 10 minutes when 3 more VC ran from 
the area.  They were taken under fire and again a direct hit was
observed.  Two VC KBGF confirmed and 2 VC KBGF probable.

5 August 1966:  At 0845H while in support of elements of 3/9 at 
(AT 903546) Company “B” tanks received sniper fire from the 
vicinity of (AT 898542).  Tanks returned 90mm cannon fire with 
good target coverage.  Tank crewmen were unable to determine VC 
casualties as the area was not searched because of an 
intervening river.



7 August 1966:  At 1040H while in support of elements of 3/9 at 
(AT 948488) 9 VC were observed in the vicinity of (AT 945501) 
carrying rifles.  Tanks fired 90mm HE and WP with good target 
coverage.  Observed 3 direct hits resulting in 3 VC KBGF 
confirmed.

At 1135H while at (AT 954494) 3 VC were observed at (AT 954505).
Tank crewmen fired two rounds of 90mm HE but were unable to 
determine results.  

At 1140H while at (AT 948948) 4 VC were observed at (AT 946502) 
wearing green uniforms.  Tanks fired 90mm HE and observed 4 
direct hits resulting in 4 VC KBGF confirmed.

At 1250H while at (AT 954495) 2 VC were observed in a tree line 
at (AT 946502) tanks fired 90mm HE into the area.  Unable to 
determine enemy casualties as area was not searched.

8 August 1966:  At 0905H a tank detonated an M-26 grenade rigged
as a mine at (AT 967493).  There was no damage to the vehicle 
and no friendly casualties.

At 0915H while in support of K 3/9 at (AT 868498) 2 VC were 
observed with rifles in a tree line on the river bank at (AT 
865508).  Tanks fired 90mm HE cannon and .50 caliber machine 
gun.  Observed direct hits with bodies being blown into the air.
Two VC KBGF confirmed.

At 0930H while in support of K 3/9 at (AT 868498) a VC dressed 
in a light green uniform at (AT 863499) was observed carrying a 
rifle.  Tanks fired 90mm HE and observed a direct hit.  1 VC 
KBGF confirmed.

At 1000H while in support of K 3/9 at (AT 868498) 6 to 8 VC were
observed, two of whom were wearing green uniforms.  The VC were 
moving along a trench line to a bunker at (AT 863499).  Tanks 
fired 90mm HE and observed direct hits with one large secondary 
explosion being noted.  Six VC KBGF confirmed.  

At 1015H while in support of K 3/9 at (AT 868498) 2 VC were 
observed wearing green uniforms standing in a trench line at (AT
862498).  Tank crewmen fired 90mm HE and observed bodies blown 
into the air.  Two VC KBGF confirmed.  

At 1017H while in support of K 3/9 at (AT 868498) 1 VC was 
observed crawling along the river bank at (AT 864497).  Tanks 
fired 90mm HE resulting in 1 VC KBGF probable.



At 1030H while in support of K 3/9 at (AT 868498) 8 to 10 VC 
were observed in green uniforms moving through a tree line at   
(AT 864499).  Tanks fired 90mm HE but were unable to determine 
results because of intervening river.  

At 1615H while in support of K 3/9 at (AT 868499) 2 VC were 
observed with rifles running into a tree line at (AT 862499).  
Tanks fired 90mm HE and observed direct hits resulting in 2 VC 
KBGF confirmed. 

9 August 1966:  At 1105H while in support of elements of 3/9 at 
   (AT 936504) 2 VC were observed wearing green uniforms 

and carrying weapons at (AT 936504).  Tanks fired 90mm HE and 
observed a direct hit on 1 VC, the other VC ran into a tree 
line.  One VC KBGF confirmed.

  At 1225H while in support of elements of 3/9 at (AT 936506) 6 
to 8 VC were observed in a tree line at (AT 934514).  Tank 
crewmen kept the area under surveillance for approximately 10 
minutes when 2 more VC wearing black clothing and carrying 
weapons appeared.  Tanks immediately fired 90mm HE into the 
treeline but were unable to determine results as the area was 
not searched.

At 1830H while in support of M 3/9 at (AT 925526) tanks received
approximately 10 rounds of small arms fire from an enemy 
position at (AT 936524).  Tanks returned 90mm WP, .50 and .30 
caliber machine gun fire resulting in 1 VC KBGF probable.

16 August 1966:  At 1600H while in support of I 3/9 tanks 
received 5 rounds of sniper fire from (AT 909529).  Tanks 
returned 90mm HE, .50 and .30 caliber machine gun fire, 
resulting in 6 VC KBGF confirmed.

18 August 1966:  At 1030H while in support of elements of 3/9 at
(AT 993538) tank crewmen observed 8 VC in green uniforms with 
packs moving along a tree line at (AT 993533).  Tanks fired 90mm
HE with good target coverage resulting in 5 VC KBGF confirmed 
and 3 VC KBGF probable.

19 August 1966:  At 0915H while in support of elements of 3/9 at
(AT 904543) tank crewmen observed 4 VC with weapons and packs at
(AT 891548).  Tanks expended one round of 90mm WP and 50 rounds 
of caliber .50 machine gun fire.  A direct hit was observed 
which resulted in 4 VC KBGF confirmed.

At 0930H while in support of elements of 3/9 at (AT 904543) tank
crewmen observed 2 VC with weapons and packs at (AT 891548).  
Tanks fired 90mm WP resulting in 2 VC KBGF confirmed.



20 August 1966:  At 1315H and again at 1330H while in support of
L 3/9 at (AT 881514) infantry units received 1 rifle grenade and
automatic small arms fire from an enemy position in the vicinity
(AT 881514).  Tanks with infantry assaulted the enemy position 
delivering a heavy volume of 90mm cannon and .50 and .30 caliber
machine gun fire.  The position was over run, no assessment of 
casualties.  

At 1300H while in support of M 3/9 at (AT 873524) infantry and 
tank units received rifle grenade and small arms fire from an 
enemy position in the vicinity of (AT 872534).  Tanks returned a
heavy volume of 90mm cannon, .50 and .30 caliber machine gun 
fire resulting in 15 VC KBGF confirmed and the capture of 1 
Russian rifle, assorted small arms ammunition, grenades, packs 
and documents.

At 1830H while in support of elements of 3/9 tanks received 20 
rounds of small arms from (AT 876512).  Tanks returned 90mm HE 
and the firing ceased.  Results could not be determined because 
of intervening river.  

At 1930H while in support of elements of 3/9 at (AT 903548) 
tanks and infantry began receiving a heavy volume of small arms 
and mortar fire from enemy positions at (AT 905549) and (AT 
895548).  Tanks returned a heavy volume of 90mm canister, HE and
WP.  Numerous secondary explosions were observed.  A search of 
the area was not made as the tanks were in the process of 
returning to the north across the Song Vu Gia.  Results 
undetermined.

At 1940H while in support of elements of 3/9 (AT 925526) tanks 
received small arms fire, rifle grenades and 2 rounds of 60mm 
mortar from enemy position in the vicinity of (AT 925518).  
Tanks returned 90mm cannon, .50 and .30 caliber machine gun fire
resulting in 6 VC KBGF confirmed.  One secondary explosion was 
observed 60 meters in front of the tank position.

22 August 1966:  At 1815H while in support of elements of 3/9 at
(AT 929517) tanks received small arms fire from a position at   
(AT 920514), (AT 924512) and (AT 920512).  Tanks returned 90mm 
HE and the firing ceased.  A search of the area failed to reveal
any enemy casualties.

24 August 1966:  At 1405H while in support of elements of 3/9 at
(AT 931492) tanks received four rounds of sniper fire from an 
enemy position in the vicinity of (AT 936493).  Tanks returned a
heavy volume of caliber .30 machine gun fire and the sniping 
squad ceased.  Results could not be determined.



26 August 1966:  At 2145H while in support of elements of 3/9 at
(AT 908507) tank crewmen observed 10 armed VC at (AT 908505).  
The VC were observed by using the Xenon infra-red light 
initially, then the white light was used.  Tanks fired a heavy 
volume of .30 caliber machine gun fire into the VC resulting in 
3 VC KBGF probable and 3 VC WBGF confirmed.

27 August 1966:  At 1110H while in support of elements of 3/9 at
(AT 905520) as a blocking force, tanks fired 90mm HE at an 
unknown number of uniformed VC at (AT 905528).  Infantry 
verified 8 VC KBGF confirmed.

At 2115H while in support of elements of 3/9 at (AT 908500) a 
column of approximately 20 VC were observed carrying packs at 
(AT 908502).  A heavy volume of caliber .30 machine gun fire was
fired into the column with good target coverage.  Two VC KBGF 
confirmed.

28 August 1966:  At 1540H while in support of elements of 3/9 at
(AT 910528) tank crewmen observed 6 VC at (AT 910531).  Tanks 
fired the caliber .30 machine gun as the VC moved into a tree 
line.  One VC was WBGF confirmed.

Again at 1700H while in the same position, a boat was sighted 
crossing the river at (AT 906525).  Tanks fired 90mm HE but were
unable to determine results.

29 August 1966:  At 1315H while in support of elements of 3/9 at
(AT 957494) tank crewmen observed 6 VC, three of whom were 
wearing black uniforms and carrying a stretcher, 2 were wearing 
khaki uniforms and carrying rifles.  The other was wearing a 
green uniform.  Tanks fired 90mm HE and observed a direct hit 
resulting in 1 VC KBGF confirmed and 2 VC KBGF probable.

At 2215H while in support of elements of 3/9 at (AT 903502) tank
crewmen observed 15 to 20 VC crossing a road at (AT 905495).  
Tanks fired 90mm HE, canister and .30 caliber machine gun fire 
resulting in 1 VC KBGF confirmed.  Found in the immediate area 
were a pack, camouflage parachute, netting, Ho Chi Minh shoes, 
10 lbs of rice and tobacco.

30 August 1966:  At 0150 while in support of elements of 3/9 at 
(AT 908495) tank crewmen observed 8 to 10 VC in a rice paddy at 
(AT 906496).  Tanks fired 90mm HE and .30 caliber machine gun 
with good target coverage.  Area partially searched, 4 VC KBGF 
confirmed and one female VCC apprehended.

C.O. Company “”: Capt J.H. Gary III 
Location & Operations: Da Nang (AT 946762)



2 August 1966:  At 1705H the 3d platoon arrived at Dong Ha to 
support the 4th Marine Regiment on Operation Hastings.

7 August 1966:  At 0715 a tank detonated a M16A1 anti-personnel 
mine in the vicinity of (YD 77161).  There was no damage to the 
vehicle or casualties.

12 August 1966:  From 121730H to 131730H while in support of 
elements of 2/4, tanks fired 5 H&I missions into coordinates    
(YD 030695), (YD 001567), (YD 993569) and (YD 116730) with good 
area coverage.  Tanks were credited with 50 VC KBGF probable.  
This estimate was made by an Air Observer on station.

13 August 1966:  From 131730H while in support of elements of 
2/4, tanks fired 3 H&I missions into coordinates (YD 9859), (YD 
9956), and (YD 1070).  H&I missions fired into coordinates (YD 
1070) were fired to assist an ARVN outpost that was under siege.
Results of these missions accounted for 7 VC KBGF confirmed, 35 
VC KBGF probable and the destruction of 3 recoilless rifles.



14 August 1966:  From 141520H to 151530H while in support of 
elements of 2/4 tanks fired 4 H&I missions from the cam Lo area.
Enemy casualties were not assessed.

21 August 1966:  From 210001H to 212400H tanks in support of 
elements of the 4th Marine Regiment fired 10 H&I missions into 
grid squares (YD 2062) and (YD 0869).  A total of 325 rounds of 
90mm HE were fired on these missions.  Numerous secondary 
explosions were observed.

A Marine tank column is shown advancing along
Route 9. M48 tanks, like those pictured here, provided
much needed support to the infantry road
reconnaissance during Operation Prairie .

(2/4’s C.O. LtCol) Bench then requested Colonel Cereghino to reinforce his battalion 
with a section of tanks from the tank company at Cam Lo . The two M-48 tanks from
Company C arrived at the Company F forward positions about 1600 . After another 
airstrike, the M-48s with their 90mm guns laid direct fire into the enemy bunker complex.
With the assistance of the tanks, the Marine infantry company withdrew to the night
defensive positions of the rest of the battalion. Another tank from Company C reinforced
the infantry and during the evening of 17 August, Marine air and artillery, as well as the 
tanks, continued to hit the enemy fortifications . About 1940 an air observer spotted 
about 40 enemy troops moving off Hill 25 2 in a southwesterly direction and called an air
strike "with good coverage on target ."

23 August 1966:  At 0620H while in direct support of elements of
1/4 in the Cam Lo area, “C” Company Commander departed his CP 
with 15 M48A3 gun tanks, 1 M-51 VTR, 4 Ontos and a reinforced 
company of infantry (A 1/4).  The plan called for this 
completely mechanized unit to conduct a sweep to the north along
route B.  During this operation they received 57mm recoilless 



fire from an enemy position at (YD 143729).  Tanks destroyed the
57mm recoilless rifle plus a Russian machine gun with 90mm 
cannon fire.  Seven VC KBGF as a result of this action.  Two 
tank crewmen were WIA during this engagement.  On returning, a 
tank detonated an anti-vehicular mine consisting of 
approximately 60 lbs of TNT encased in a wooden container.  
There was moderate damage to the tank’s suspension system.  
While halted for repairs tanks received 10-20 rounds of mortar 
fire.  One tank crewman was WIA during this action, non-med evac.

From GB66 p.186

“Company H, from Cam Lo to the battalion sector, thus allowing the remaining elements
of Company F to go forward. One platoon of Company H accompanied a platoon of M-
48 tanks from Cam Lo along Route 9 to the objective area. With the reinforcements, the 
2d battalion went into the attack, but at a painfully slow pace. Firing from behind rocks 
and from caves, the North Vietnam had the advantage of terrain. With the employment 
of recoilless rifles and the tanks at point-blank ranges, the battalion eventually gained 
the upper hand

24 August 1966:  From 24001H to 251800H while in direct support 
of 1/4 at (YD 969577) tanks and infantry received a heavy volume
of caliber .50 machine gun fire from an enemy position in the 
vicinity of (YD 969563).  Tanks fired a heavy volume of 90mm 
cannon fire into the enemy position silencing the machine gun.  
Exact enemy casualties were not assessed.  In addition two H&I 
missions were fired into (YD 953607) and Grid Squares (YD 9854),
(YD 9954) and   (YD 9953).  At 1600H a tank detonated an anti-
vehicular mine at (YD 136616) causing moderate damage to the 
tank’s suspension system.  There were no casualties.

26 August 1966:  At 0345H while in defensive positions with H 
3/12 and A 1/4 at (YD 110570) an attack by an estimated 200-300 
North Vietnamese commenced.  These NVA troops were armed with 
RPG-2 rocket launchers, satchel charges, the NVA troops 
infiltrated within 20 meters of the CP.  The M-51 VTR was hit 
with what was believed to have been an RPG-2 rocket fired from 
close range.  Another tank received a satchel charge in the 
turret causing extensive damage.  This action resulted in 25 NVA
KBGF confirmed, 25 NVA KBGF probable, 20 WIA probable.  In 
addition, numerous weapons, hand grenades and demolitions were 
captured and turned into the S-2 of 1/4 for evaluation.  

26 August 1966:  From 262130H to 271800H while in direct support
of elements of 2/4 tanks fired 6 H&I missions into coordinates  
(YD 976487), (YD 105702), (YD 120715), (YD 961500), (YD 002535) 
and (YD 056684).  All fires were unobserved, results unknown.



30 August 1966:  From 291730H to 301730H while in support of 
elements of the 4th Marine Regiment on Operation Prairie, tanks 
fired four H&I missions into (YD 056683), (YD 126743), (YD 
096740) and YD 093688).  Tanks expended 77 rounds 90mm HE and 1 
round 90mm WP.  All fires were observed, 20 VC KBGF probable 
credited by observer.      

31 August 1966:  From 302150H to 310500H while in support of 
elements of the 4th Marine Regiment on Operation Prairie, tanks 
fired two H&I missions into (YD 091691) and (YD 070695) 
expending 104 rounds of 90mm HE and 2 rounds of 90mm WP.  No 
assessment of damage or casualties were made.

Operation Prairie

Note: See Chapter 11 of  “U.S. Marines in Vietnam An Expanding War 1966” p. 177

C.O. Company “C”, 1st Tanks: Capt P.E. Byrne
Location: Dong Ha

3 August 1966:  At 2200H while in support of elements of 1/1 at 
(BT 059640) tanks received sniper fire from a position in the 
vicinity of (BT 059644).  Tanks returned fire with 90mm HE and 
enemy firing ceased.  Results unknown as area was not searched.

5 August 1966:  At 1945H while in support of elements of 1/1 at 
(BT 053654) tanks fired 90mm canister at an enemy position at   
(BT 052653) from which they were receiving small arms fire.  
Enemy broke contact, results unknown.  

7 August 1966:  At 0955H at (BT 089546) a boat was found on 
river’s edge.  The boat contained Vietnamese books, a green 
utility jacket, fishing nets and other assorted items.  The boat
was later sunk and the items confiscated.

13 August 1966:  At 1930H while in support of elements of 1/1 at
(BT 057638) approximately 30 rounds of small arms fire was 
received from a VC position at (BT 057636).  Tanks fired one 
round of 90mm canister and sniping ceased.  Results unknown, 
area was not searched.

14 August 1966:  At 1010H while in support of elements of 1/1 at
(BT 128633), infantry observed a man in a boat at (BT 132635).  
The boat was hailed to come ashore, however the occupant 
maneuvered to escape.  Tank 90mm cannon fired and sank the boat.
One VC KBGF confirmed.

At 1315H while in support of D 1/1 at (BT 056636) tanks fired 
90mm canister into a position at (BT 053637) from which an LVT 



had received approximately 300 rounds of automatic small arms 
fire.  Enemy fire ceased.  Results unknown as area could not be 
searched because of intervening river.

At 1400H while in support of elements of 1/1 a tank detonated an
anti-tank mine at (BT 107617).  There were no casualties and 
only moderate damage to tank,

16 August 1966:  At 2215H in support of elements of 1/1 at      
(BT 059652) a tank received automatic small arms fire from the 
northwest and east.  Tanks fired 90mm cannon into the enemy 
positions resulting in 2 VC KIA probable.

17 August 1966:  At 1545H while in support of elements of 1/1 at
(BT 110657) tanks fired on a fishing boat when the boat failed 
to return to shore as ordered.  The boat was sunk by 90mm HE and
caliber .30 machine gun fire.  One VC KBGF confirmed, 1 VCC and 
12 VCS apprehended.

19 August 1966:  At 1030H while in support of elements of 1/1 at
(BT 105646) a tank fired on a road suspected to have been mined,
2 secondary explosions were observed.

20 August 1966:  At 2255H the Company CP at (BT 069713) received
1 hand grenade into the Company CP.  There were no casualties.  
Returned automatic small arms fire and the VC withdrew.

22 August 1966:  At 1810H at (BT 071698) a Company “C” MRC-36 
radio jeep received 5 rounds small arms fire from a position at 
(BT 069698).  Personnel in the vehicle returned 20 rounds of 
small arms fire.  Two USMC WIA, non med-evac.  

25 August 1966:  At 2055H while in support of elements of 1/1 at
(BT 072624) tanks received approximately 20 rounds of small arms
fire from an enemy position at (BT 072625) from which they had 
been receiving small arms fire.  Area not searched due to 
darkness, results unknown.

25 August 1966:  At 2010H while in support of elements of 1/1 at
(BT 072624) tanks received approximately 20 rounds of small arms
fire from an enemy position in the vicinity of (BT 092628).  
Tanks returned 90mm canister fire and the enemy fire ceased.  

26 August 1966:  At 1445H while in support of D 1/1 at (BT 
078663) went to the assistance of a USMC truck that was 
receiving small arms fire from 3 houses in the vicinity of (BT 
075663).  Tanks crushed one house and assisted in the capture of
7 VCS.  



August 1967

Third Tanks
Commanding Officer: LtCol F.D. Chapman
Executive Officer: Maj K.J. Fontenot
Operations Officer: Maj B.M. MacLaren
Logistics Officer: Capt E.L. Fox
Location & Operations:: Phu Bai

Intelligence.  Third Tank Battalion units participated in five 
operations during August.  Twenty-two major incidents were 
reported, of which 10 were NVA/VC initiated.  The NVA/VC 
initiated incidents consisted of two SAF/AWF attacks, one booby-
trapped bomb incident, six RPG/recoilless rifle attacks, and 
three anti-tank mining’s.  Third Tank Battalion was credited 
with 35 enemy KIA (confirmed) and 33 enemy KIA (probable).

Operation Rush-This operation was a three-day operation from 7-9
August 1967 involving the 2d Platoon, Company “C” in direct 
support of 2d Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment.  The 2d Platoon, 
Company “C” moved from their first positions in the Cumberland 
TAOR and staged at the Battalion CP. The first attempt on 6 
August 1967 to reach the objective area in the vicinity of (YC 
8998) was thwarted because of impassable streams.  One 7 August 
1967 the approach march was attempted again with engineer 
support and aerial reconnaissance to assist the guiding of the 
column and a successful route was effected.  The platoon moved 
into the perimeter defense of 2d Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment 
and completed its mission by firing direct fire, H&I fires, and 
reinforcing the battalion in the perimeter defense.  Results of 
direct fire were considered negligible because of the tall tree 
canopy (100 feet plus) through which the tanks were attempting 
to fire.  While the operation failed to obtain a large VC kill-
rate, the tanks and infantry were able to destroy several 
complexes and VC defensive installations on the heavily 
vegetated hillside.  This denied the VC the opportunity to 
conduct operations against Phu Bai from those positions.  Upon 
completion of the operation, the tanks covered the movement of 
2/4 back to the Phu Bai TAOR.  The 2d Platoon returned to 
Cumberland on 10 August 1967.

Operation Cumberland- This has been a continuing operation 
involving 2d Platoon, Company “C” in direct support of 1st 
Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment.  This operation is highlighted 
by tanks performing escort duty for rough riders from the 1/4 CP
(YD 731105) to the forward artillery position (YD 620095).  
Tanks also reinforced the perimeter defenses in both positions. 



Enemy contact on this operation has been frequent, consisting 
mostly of small ambushes against our columns, utilizing RPG-2 
rockets.  Tanks using reconnaissance-by-fire with canister 
rounds have reduced the number of ambushes.  The main supply 
route is difficult to negotiate because of its narrow width and 
close-in surrounding thick jungle.  The tanks also are utilized 
to fire H&I fires in their night defensive positions.  A noted 
increase in mining in the Cumberland area is evident, but as yet
the tanks have been unaffected.

 Operation Fremont- This operation involves the 1st and 3d 
Platoons, Company “C” in direct support of the 4th Marine 
Regiment.  Successful employment of a section of tanks using 
direct fire from Hill 51 has continued.  Several smaller search 
and destroy operations southeast and northwest of Phong Dien 
were conducted utilizing the tanks in their primary mission.  A 
heavy increase in mining is evident, resulting in one combat 
loss (C-12) with entire crew KIA.  The enemy appears to be 
utilizing 250-pound bombs, or bigger, buried in excess of four 
feet.  A line of detonation cord runs from an alloy fuse buried 
below the surface to the bomb or explosive charge, making 
detection with normal probing devices difficult.

The crew of C-12, all 4 killed in action, comprised Sgt JOSEPH M. HALLAS, LCpl 
ANTHONY H. BENNETT, LCpl RICHARD R. SMITH, and LCpl KENNETH R. SPOHN. 
Click on their names for more details.

Operation Kingfisher- This is a continuing operation around the 
Con Thien-Cam Lo area.  Company “A”, 3d Tank Battalion has had 
platoons in direct support of 3d Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment;
2d Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment; and 3d Battalion, 9th Marine 
Regiment.  There have been no major operations during this 
period.  A series of small search and destroy operations have 
been used by the Battalions with tanks in direct support.  In 
the Con Thien perimeter defense, an increased requirement for 
indirect counter-battery fire is being met.  Results are 
generally unknown because of the range involved and no direct 
observation.  Damage to tanks as a result of enemy mines have 
increased.  Most of the damage has been minor and absorbed by 
the suspension systems; however, with the current lack of 
roadwheels and track, such damage has been sufficient to 
deadline at least five vehicles.

Operation Kingfisher also extended to the west and 
southwest of Cam Lo along Route 9 to the vicinity of Ca Lu.  
Company “B”, 3d Tank Battalion has been in direct support of 3d 
Battalion, 3d Marine Regiment and 1st Battalion, 9th Marine 
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Regiment.  Activity along Route 9 has been moderate with the 
tanks escorting rough rider convoys.  Company “B” also performs 
a general support reinforcing mission in the Rock Pile-Payable 
area.  

Operation Ardmore- This is a continuing operation in the Khe 
Sanh area.  The 3d Platoon, Company “B” is in direct support of 
the 26th Marine Regiment in the Khe Sanh area.  Mobility has 
been utilized in the perimeter defense and fire occasional 
indirect and H&I fires.  

H&S Company C.O.'s: Capt J.M. Magot & 1stLt J. Hoszle
Location & Operations: Phu Bai

Intelligence.  Third Tank Battalion units participated in five 
operations during August.  Twenty-two major incidents were 
reported, of which 10 were NVA/VC initiated.  The NVA/VC 
initiated incidents consisted of two SAF/AWF attacks, one booby 
trapped bomb incident, six RPG/recoilless rifle attacks, and 
three anti-tank minings.  Third Tank Battalion was credited with
25 enemy KIA (confirmed) and 33 enemy KIA (probable).

C.O. Company “A”: Capt G.G. Jabson
Location & Operations: Dong Ha 

See GB67 pp. 125-139, 143, 171-173 for details of Operation King Fisher

Gio Linh.  The 3d Platoon, Company “A” provides reinforcement 
for the 12th Composite Artillery Battalion.  The tanks are well 
emplaced in hull defilade and fire daily indirect and H&I fire 
missions.  One three occasions this month, one heavy section of 
tanks supported local infantry in search and destroy operations 
in a 1000-2000 meter radius around Gio Linh. 

1 August 1967:  From 010700H to 011140H a Company “A” tank fired
29 rounds of 90mm HE, one round of 90mm canister, and three 
rounds of 90mm WP (one HE round was a dud) while supporting a 
sweep by units from 3/4 at (YD 110650).  Results of firing was 
three enemy KIA (confirmed).

2 August 1967:  At 021005H tanks from Company “A” conducted 42 
fire missions in support of 12th Marine Regiment at (YD 213732).
They expended 69 90mm HE rounds and two 90mm WP rounds resulting
in one bunker destroyed. 

Gio Linh.  The 3d Platoon, Company “A” provides reinforcement 
for the 12th Composite Artillery Battalion.  The tanks are well 



emplaced in hull defilade and fire daily indirect and H&I fire 
missions.  On three occasions this month, one heavy section of 
tanks supported local infantry in search and destroy operations 
in a 1000-2000meter radius around Gio Linh.  

13 August 1967:  At 131615H a Company “A” tank at (YD 172677) 
hit an anti-tank mine resulting in light damage.

At 131930H a Company “A” tank spotted an enemy forward observer 
position at (YD 116673) and fired three 90mm HE rounds resulting
in three enemy KIA (probable). 

27 August 1967:  At 271950H a Company “A” tank hit a mine at    
(YD 106708).  Results of the incident were three USMC WIA and 
moderate tank damage.

C.O. Company “B”: Capt E.J. Kline
Location & Operations: Da Nang/Camp J.J. Carroll

See GB67 p.142 for more details about Operation Ardmore                             
                                           
21 August 1967:  At 211430H a Company “B” tank was struck in the
cupola by an RPG-2 at (XD 985555) while escorting a convoy.  The
tank received minor damage and one USMC WIA (med evac).

From 211415H to 211945H two Company “B” tanks acted as part of a
reactionary force supporting an ambushed convoy at (XD 980570) 
to (XD 988500).  The tanks fired 31 90mm HE rounds, three 90mm 
canister rounds and 8000 .30 caliber rounds resulting in two VC 
KIA (confirmed) and five VC KIA (probable).

At 211300H two Company “B” tanks supported an ambushed convoy at
(XD 995482).  One tank received an RPG-2 round in the cupola but
is still operable.  The tanks expended 110 90mm HE rounds, 30 
90mm canister rounds, 15 90mm WP rounds, and 10,000 .30 caliber 
rounds resulting in 20 VC KIA (confirmed) and 15 VC KIA 
(probable).

C.O.s Company “C”: Capt’s R.L. Ruhlman & W.J. O’Buch                  
Location & Operations: Phong Dien

See GB67 p. 220 for more details about Operation Cumberland and pp. 167-168 for 
Operation Fremont



Battery A, 2d Battalion, 94th Artillery, one of several Army units sent north to provide
needed artillery reinforcements to III MAP, fires a 175mm gun into the A Shau valley in
Operation Cumberland in August. The operation closed at the start of the monsoon .

2 August 1967: At 021455H a tank from Company “C” fired two 90mm
HE rounds at two VC in a treeline at (YD 542258).  Result was 
one VC KIA (probable).

3 August 1967:  At 031230H a Company “C” tank fired at five VC 
at (YD 545259), expending two 90mm HE rounds resulting in one VC
KIA (probable).  

4 August 1967:  At 041019H a Company “C” tank fired three rounds
of 90mm HE at three VC at (YD 541257).  The results were 
inconclusive.

16 August 1967: Respite from the Camp Evans routine came on 16 August . The BLT, 
actually only Company F and Command Group Alpha reinforced by Company E , 2d 
Battalion, 4th Marines, conducted a day long sweep. The operation took place in the My
Chanh area north of the 0 Lau River, the scene of recently completed Operation 
Kangaroo Kick . The sweep was in conjunction with ARVN units operation i n
the same area. BLT 2/3 lost one Marine killed and six wounded during the day's sweep .
Unfortunately, a supporting tank returning to the 4th Marines command post ran over a 
mine, believed to have been made from a dud 500-pound bomb . The blast killed four 
Marines and wounded five. Later that afternoon a tank retriever hit another mine six 
kilometers west of the disabled tank. The explosion wounded another six Marines. Tank 
problems continued; while trying to destroy the tank lost on the 16th, an engineer 
tripped still another exploding device; one more Marine died . The engineers finally 
destroyed the tank by 1530. (GB67 p.168)



18 August 1967:  At 181300H a section of tanks from Company “C” 
fired at four VC spotted by the infantry at (YD 528833).  The 
tanks expended four 90mm HE rounds at the enemy resulting in 
four VC KIA (probable).

20 August 1967:  At 201330H tanks from Company “C” were 
escorting a rough rider at (YD 645095) when one tank received 
one RPG round in the cupola resulting in one USMC WIA (medevac) 
and two USMC WIA (non-medevac).

25 August 1967:  At 250930H a Company “C” tank was hit by an 
RPG-2 and a friendly 105mm artillery round resulting in minor 
damage to the vehicle at (YD 652096).  The tank returned the 
fire with two 90mm HE rounds, 11 90mm canister rounds and 8500 .
30 caliber rounds with inconclusive results.  One Marine was WIA
(non-medevac).

August 1968

Third Tanks
Commanding Officers: Maj C.J. Samuelson & LtCol G.E. Hayward
Executive Officers: Maj's J.W. Lowe, Jr & C.J. Samuelson
Operations Officers: Capt C.L. Sale & Maj J.P. Souders
Logistics Officer: Capt C.W. Reinke
Location & Operations: Quang Tri

Operations in the Kentucky area Northwest of the Cam Lo 
District Headquarters and between Con Thien and A3, South of the
Demilitarized Zone resulted in the capture of many enemy weapons
and equipment in both large and small caches.  Sizable contacts 
with enemy units were made with the enemy’s 7th Bn/270th Regt. 
South of A3 in the Leatherneck Square area; with the enemy’s 3rd
Bn/138 Regt.  South of the Ben Hai River, along the coast in the
Demilitarized Zone, including 8 frogmen believed members of the 
126th Naval Sapper Unit; and with elements of the 320th Division
Northwest of Cam Lo District Headquarters.  

15 August 1968 10 tanks from A and B Companies, in support of 
the 1st and 2nd ARVN Regiments, made contact with NVA on 
the south side of the Ben Hai River.  Tanks got 189 KIA 
(C), 70 KIA (P), destroyed 1 truck and 2 boats.  A11, A13 
and C43 damaged by mines.  Tanks fired 126 HE, 34 Beehive, 
10 Canister, 21, 675 .30 Caliber and 2,000 .50 Caliber 
rounds.

H&S Company C.O.'s: 1stLt G.D. Platt & Capt J.A. Rumpley, Jr.
Location & Operations: Quang Tri



Battalion Headquarters.  The Battalion Headquarters continued to
defend its sector of Quang Tri Combat Base, using patrols, 
ambushes and OP/LPs in conjunction with the perimeter bunkers.

On 17 August, a change of command ceremony was held for the
new Commanding Officer. 

C.O.'s Company “A”: 1stLt J.A. Spalsbury & Capt R.J. Patterson
Location & Operations: Dong Ha

Company A.  Company A supported the 1st and 9th Marine 
Regiments; the 1st and 2nd Battalions, 1st Marines; 1st 
Battalion, 9th Marines; 1st Air Cavalry Division; and the 1st 
and 2nd ARVN Regiments during the month.  Areas of operation 
included the Napoleon/Saline and Kentucky AOs and inside the 
Demilitarized Zone.

On 15 August, the 1st Platoon, Company A and the 3d 
Platoon, Company B, under the command of the Company Commander 
of Company A, participated in Lam Son 250 with the ARVN 
Regiments.  Arriving at the Ben Hai River at dawn, the Allied 
Forces surprised the NVA who were eating breakfast.  The tank 
inflicted heavy damage to the enemy, being credited with 189 KIA
(C) and 90 KIA Probables out of a total confirmed count of 421 
KIAs.  One enemy truck and two boats were destroyed.  Mine 
damage was sustained by A11, A13 and the retriever (C43) during 
the operation.  No personnel casualties were incurred by the 
tank units.

On 19 August, four tanks of Company A and three tanks of 
the 3d Platoon, Company B moved to Hill 56, northeast of Con 
Thien, with Companies A and B, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines and 
elements from the 1st Battalion, 77th Armor, USA, to support the
2nd Battalion, 1st Marines operation in the DMZ  north of Con 
Thien.  The units made contact on their approach to the Hill and
were engaged in continuous heavy contact throughout the day.  
Two tank crewmen were wounded by incoming mortar rounds, the 
platoon leader of the Company B tanks was evacuated in serious 
condition and platoon sergeant of the Company A tanks suffered 
minor injuries and was able to remain with the tanks throughout 
the day.  The tanks accounted for 17 KIA (C).  

The next day, 20 August, five of the tanks returned to the 
Hill with G and H Companies, 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines and 
again ran into heavy contact.  No friendly casualties resulted. 
20 KIA (C) were credited to the tanks.



The tanks at A3 were employed in fire support roles during 
the month.  Firing at bunkers, troops in the open and suspected 
enemy gun positions, the tanks accounted for 5 KIA (C), one 
building and several bunkers.

On 1 August the 5th Platoon, Company A, was dispatched to 
the Special Landing Force (SLF) with the 2nd Battalion, 26th 
Marines and redesignated the 2nd Platoon, 5th Tank Battalion.

On 14 August, the 1st Platoon, 5th Tank Battalion was 
chopped to the 3d Tank Battalion from the 2nd Battalion, 4th 
Marines’ SLF.  The Platoon was redesignated as the 5th Platoon, 
Company A.

C.O. Company “B”: 1stLt J.T. Miller
Location & Operations: Camp J.J. Carroll

Company B.  Company B, in the Lancaster and Scotland XI areas of
operation, supported the 3d and 4th Marines; the 2nd Battalion, 
3d Marines; and the 2nd and 3d Battalions, 9th Marines.  Support
of these units involved H&I fires, counter-rocket/artillery 
fires and direct fire at in the open and in dug in positions.

On 15 August, four tanks (B15, B21, B25 and B42) were 
dispatched from Camp Carroll to support the 2nd Battalion, 3d 
Marines, who had a large group of NVA under fire near Cam Lo 
District Headquarters.  Out of the 41 NVA KIA (C), the tanks 
were credited with seven.

C.O.s Company “C”: Capt’s J.L. Linsey & L.C. Kutchma, Jr.
Location & Operations: Cam Lo

12 August 1968 1st AmTracBn Otter hit a mine at (YD 331710).  Co

(GySgt)and Maint Chief KIA’s, C Co 6 WIAE and 1 C Co WIANE.

Two killed in action were GySgt GEORGE R. CLAYPOOL and SSgt FRANKLIN M. 
ELLINGER. Click on their names for more details.

Company C.  Supporting Task Force Mike, the First AmTrac 
Battalion, and the 1st marines; Company C operated in the 
Kentucky and Napoleon/Saline Areas of Operation. 

On 12 August, while returning from C-4 to Cua Viet, 1st 
AmTrac Battalion Otter hit a mine, destroying the vehicle.  
Company C’s Gunnery Sergeant and Maintenance Chief were killed, 
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the Company Commander was seriously wounded and one other man 
from Company C had minor wounds.

The tanks at C-4 and Oceanview fired at NVA in the open and
at bunker complexes at various times during the month, getting 
two confirmed kills.

On 25 August, the Company Command Post and the 3d Platoon 
displaced to Mai Ka Thi; this placing the complete company in 
direct support of the 1st AmTrac Battalion.

C.O.'s Company “A”, 3rdATBn: 1stLt's J.T. Gulley & P. Gypin, Jr.
Location & Operations: Khe Sanh & Quang Tri

Company A, 3d Anti-tanks.  Until 24 August, the 1st and 2nd 
Platoons, Company A occupied positions at Con Thien and Bridge 
in support of the 1st Battalion, 1st Marines, while the 4th 
Platoon was in direct support of Task Force Mike at Cam Lo. 

On 25 August, the 4th Platoon accompanied Company C, 3d 
Tank Battalion as an OPCON unit to Mai Ka Thi.  The 1st and 2nd 
Platoons were OPCONED to Company B, 3d Tank Battalion for 
operations in the Lancaster and Scotland XI AOs in support of 
the 3d and 4th Marines. 

August 1969

Third Tanks
Commanding Officer: Maj R.G. Kennedy
Executive Officer: Maj H.L. Bauknight
Operations Officers: 1stLt B.J. Tisa & Maj H.L. Bauknight
Logistics Officers: Capt’s W.N. Crafton & M.H. Collier
Location & Operations: Quang Tri

Third Tank Battalion, in general support of the 3d Marine 
Division (-) (Rein), supported the 3d and 4th Marine Regiments 
and the 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech).  Operations 
during the month were very limited with each company 
participating once as a reaction force with the infantry.  
Throughout the month, both companies were maintained in a ready 
reaction status.  They continued providing security for fixed 
installations and provided 90mm gun H&I fire throughout the 
month.  Flame tanks were utilized to burn heavy vegetation 
around fixed installation.  During the month of August there was
no mine or RPG damage sustained.



2.  Command Relations

During the month of August, the battalion was deployed as 
follows:

3d Tank Battalion G/S 3d Marine Battalion 1-31AUG69
Company A (Rein) D/S 3d Marine Regiment 1-13AUG69

  D/S 1st Bde, 5th Inf Div (Mech) 14-31AUG69
     Company B (Rein)D/S 4th Marine Regiment 1-31AUG69

3.  Missions Assigned

Third Tank Battalion, in general support of 3d Marine 
Division (-) (Rein), provides combat support of operations 
against VC/NVA forces in support of infantry operations and/or 
by engaging and defeating enemy armor and mechanized forces.  

H&S Company C.O.: Capt R.J. Paterson                                                                   
Location & Operations Quang Tri

C.O. Company “A” (Rein): 1stLt D.J. Ralston
Location & Operations Dong Ha & Quang Tri

a. Company A (Rein)

Company A remained in direct support of the 3d Marine 
Regiment until 13 August.  During this period, the company 
provided security for A4 (Con Thien) and C2 and reacted to 
several contacts in the area.  On 11 August, when K/3/3 made 
contact with an undetermined size enemy force in two bunker 
complexes west of C2, Company A was sent out as a reaction.  The
results were thirteen (13) NVA (C), fourteen (14) weapons, 
assorted packs and 782 gear captured.  On 14 August, Company A 
was placed in direct support of 1st Bde, 5th Infantry Division 
(Mech) and continued in a reaction status, operating from C2.  
As the month closed, Company A continued providing security and 
H&I fires from C2 in direct support of 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry
Division (Mech).

C.O.’s Company “B” (Rein): 1stLt W.J. Davis & Capt W.N. ? ton
Location & Operations Vinh Dai

b. Company B (Rein)

Company B, located at Vandergrift Combat Base, continued 
providing security and H&I fires for the 4th Marine Regiment at 
that location.  During the month, one platoon was deployed at C 
(coordinates YD 014457) in support of an infantry company and 



artillery battery.  While there, the platoon provided direct 
fire support for a reconnaissance team in contact south of the 
position.  On 15 August, elements of the Company B, with a 
platoon from A/1/4 reacted to an ambush of a convoy along Route 
9, north of Vandergrift Combat Base.  As the month closed, 
Company B continued its direct support role and continued 
providing security and H&I fire for the 4th Marine Regiment.

August 1965

Third Antitanks
Commanding Officer: LtCol B.A. Heflin
Executive Officer: Maj's E.E. Brooks

1.  The 3d Antitank Battalion on 1 August 1965 was deployed in 
the following manner:

a.  H&S Company consisting of the Command Group, 8 
Officers, 94 Enlisted and 4 Navy Enlisted, bivouacked (AT 
987711) DaNang, Republic of South Vietnam.

b.  Company “A” (-) (Rein) in direct support of the 3d 
Marine Regiment.

(1)  1st platoon Company “A” direct support of the 1st
Battalion, 3d Marines.

(2)  2nd platoon Company “A” direct support of the 2nd 
Battalion, 3d Marines.

(3)  3d platoon Company “A” attached to the 3rd 
Battalion, 4th Marines.

c. Company “B” (Rein) attached to the 4th Marine Regiment.

(1)  1st platoon Company “B” in direct support of the 
1st Battalion, 4th Marines.

(2)  2nd platoon Company “B” in direct support of the 
2nd Battalion, 4th Marines.  

(3)  3d platoon Company “B” in direct support of the 
3d Battalion, 3d Marines. 

d.  Company “C” (-) (Rein) in direct support of the 9th  
Marine Regiment.

(1)  1st platoon Company “C” in direct support of the 
1st Battalion, 9th Marines.

(2)  2nd platoon Company “C” in direct support of the 
2nd Battalion, 9th Marines.    



Additional deployment of units during the month of August.

a.  Company “C” (-) (Rein) 1st Antitank Battalion (2nd and 3d 
platoon) landed at CHU LAI on 14 August 1965.  The 1st platoon 
Company “C” was assigned direct support of the 1st Battalion, 
7th Marines.

b.  The 3d platoon Company “C”, 3d Antitank Battalion landed at 
DaNang on 16 August 1965 and joined Company “C”, 3d Antitank 
Battalion.  They were assigned a direct support role for the 3d 
Battalion, 9th Marines.

c.  The 3d platoon Company “C” 1st Antitank Battalion landed at 
CHU LAI on 18 August 1965 and was assigned a direct support role
for the 3d Battalion, 7th Marines.

a.  18 August saw the start of Operation Starlight.  Under the 
operational control of the 7th Marine Regiment, Company “B” (-) 
(-1st platoon)supported the operation.  Employment of the Ontos 
demonstrated its versatility, speed and mobility on the battle 
field.  Never in one spot long enough to draw other than small 
arms fire, the enemy did not have the ability to find, fix or 
destroy the Ontos with a major caliber weapon.  By being close 
to the front line Marine and moving rapidly from trouble spot to
trouble spot in support of the infantry, the Ontos was able to 
bring effective fire to bear against the enemy and avoid anti 
tank weapons.  Principle use of the Ontos was in close support 
with the 30 caliber machine gun against troops in rice paddies 
and hedgerows.  Major caliber rounds were expended against 
fortified positions and bunkers.

On 31 August 1965 the 3d Antitank Battalion was deployed as 
follows:

a.  H&S Company, Command Group consisting of 9 Officers, 97 
Enlisted and 7 Navy Enlisted.  (DaNang TAOR)

b.  Company “A” (-) (Rein) in direct support of the 3d Marine 
Regiment. 

(1)  1st platoon Company “A” in direct support of the 1st 
Battalion, 3d Marines.  (DaNang TAOR)

(2)  2nd platoon Company “A” in direct support of the 2nd 
Battalion, 3d Marines.  (DaNang TAOR)

(3)  3d platoon Company “A” attached to the 3d Battalion,   
4th Marines.(Hue Phu Bai, TAOR)

c.  Company “B” (Rein) attached to the 4th Marine Regiment.



(1)  1st platoon Company “B” in direct support of the 1st 
Battalion, 4th Marines. (Chu Lai TAOR)  

(2)  2nd platoon Company “B” in direct support of the 2nd 
Battalion, 4th Marines.  (Chu Lai TAOR) 

(3)  3d platoon Company “B” in direct support of the 3d 
Battalion, 3d Marines.  (Chu Lai TAOR)

d.  Company “C” (Rein) in direct support of the 9th Marine 
Regiment.

(1)  1st platoon Company “C” in direct support of the 1st 
Battalion, 9th Marines.  (DaNang TAOR)

(2)  2nd platoon Company “C” in direct support of the 2nd 
Battalion, 9th Marines. (DaNang TAOR)

(3)  3d platoon Company “C” in direct support of the 3d 
Battalion, 9th Marines.  (DaNang TAOR)

3.  Company “C” (-) (Rein), 1st Antitank Battalion attached to 
the 7th Marine Regiment.

(1)  1st platoon Company “C” in direct support of the 1st 
Battalion, 7th Marines. (Chu Lai TAOR)

(2)  3d platoon Company “C” in direct support of the 3d 
Battalion, 7th Marines.  (Chu Lai TAOR)

August 1966

Third Antitanks
Commanding Officers: Maj’s E.R. Larson, K.E. Sharff, & D.E. Newton
Executive Officers: Maj K.E. Sharff & Capt D.C. Satcher
Operations Officer: WO C.C. Harris
Logistics Officers: Maj K.E. Sharff, 2ndLt C.P. Wager, & Capt D.C. Satcher
Location & Operations: Da Nang

H&S Company C.O.’s: Capt B.M. Mathews & 1stLt D.K. Caswell 
Location & Operations: Da Nang

C.O. Company “A”: Capt A.A. Compton
Location & Operations:

(b)  Company “A” in direct support of the 3d Marine Regiment 
(DANANG TAOR)

1st Plt Co “A” in direct support of the 2nd Bn 3d 
Marines. 

2nd Plt Co “A” in direct support of the 1st Bn 3d 
Marines.



3d Plt Co “A” in direct support of the 3d Bn 3d 
Marines.

C.O.’s Company “B”: Capt D.C. Satcher & 1stLt S.L. Camby                                 
Location & Operations: Hue-Phu Bai TAOR

C.O. Company “C”: 1stLt S.T. Flynn
Location & Operations:

C.O. Company “A” (-), 1st ATBn: Capt G.R. Van Horn
Location & Operations: 


