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e ME@L' food from the Battslion Mess Hall. One M674A2 Flame Tank-
~ X hation in thwe southeastern portion of the Fattalion Com-
mand Post area.

AT ——

T

Ot 15 Juiy 1945 one round of small arms fire wes received from the
. southeast sector of the Battalion Command Post area. Twenty Vietnamese
4 were treated by a medical team in the -hamlet of Phong Le Rac. '

on 17 July 1965 two rounds of small arms fire were received from
the nprtheast sector of the Battalion Command Poct. A male was seen
running from the area however no fire was returned since the target
‘disappeared almost instantly. Twenty-five Vietnamese received medical
treatment in the hamlet of Phong Le Bac.

On 21 July 1965 one round of small arms fire was received in the
southeast sector of the Battalion Command Post area. A flame tank
-Aemonstration was conducted in the southea-t portion of the CGommand

. Post area. Company "B" fired three M4BA3 tanks for recistration from
© Hill 47 at (AT 975706) into sand flat area at (AT 985675).

On 22 July 1965 three rounds of small arms fire were received in the
eagtern sector of the Battalion's Command Post. Fiye men accompanied
a patrol of the Second Battalion, Ninth Marines south of the Song Cau
Do River. Area was found to be unsuitable for tank employment. Five
M4BA3 tanks fired for registration from Hill 47 (AT 975706) to sand
flats (AT 985675).

On 24 July 1965 Third Marine Division Operation Order placed the
Third Tank Battalion (-) in general support of the Third Marine Division.
Third Tank Battalion was directed to provide one company (=) in
direct support under the operational control of the Third Marines and to
provide one company (-) in direct support under the operational control
of the Ninth Marines. Company "A"™ (-) Rein. was placed in direct
" support operational control of the Third Marines and Company®"B* (-)

Rein. was Blaced‘in direct support operational control of_the Ninth

Marines. ompany "C" (-) Rein. remained attached to the Fourth Marines

in Chu Lai and the Third Platoon, Company "C" remained attached to the
. Third Batoalion, Fourth Marines in Phu BRai.

hY

, On 25 July'1965 five men accompanied a scuad patrol from the Second
Battalion, Ninth larines into hamlets in the vicinity of the Rattalion
Command Post. No enemy encountered.

On 26 July 1965 a twenty man reconnaissance patrol was conducted
along the north bank of the Song Cau Do River, (AT 998706) to (AT 971705).
No indication of enemy activity.

On 30 July 1965 a helicopter reconnaissance of the area south and
southwes: of lMarble Mountain (BT 075710) revealed that the terrain in
this area is particularly suitable for tank employment.. A tank section
from Second Platoon, Company: "3" conducted a reconnaissance patrol with
Company "D", Third Reconnaissance Battalion along the west bank of the
Song Can Bien River. Approximately fifteen V ONE—WaLL, & d run-
ning rapidly away from the tanks three thouss wuth of
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their location at (BT 072701). Contact was not made. At 3011152 July
a tank from tais patrol hit a land mine at (BT 069690). Yhe right

track was damaged slightly and there were no casualties. The tenk was
completely repaired by 301404H July. On 3021224 July two tanks from the
second platoon Company "B" were committed bty the Commanding Officer
Naval Construction Battalion - 9 to search the area north of their
location (BT 065725) for sources of sniper fire. A thorough search

was cgnducted without contact and the tanks returned to their position
at 2245H.
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PART I
ORGANIZATIQNAL DATA SHEET

Reporting.Unit - Third Ténk Battalion, Third Marine Division

Period Covered - 8-31 July 1965

Date of Submission - 7 August 1965

Commanding Officer - Lieutenant Colonel States R. Jones, Jr.

Command Post - DaNang, Republic of Viétnam, Coordinates AT 988711.

Subordinagg Units

a. Hea&quarters and Service Company - Captain Horace A. Bertrand

b. Company *A" - Captain John B. Donovan Jr. (8;23 July 1965)
Captain Fidelas W. Jarnot (24-31 July 1965)

¢c. Company "B" - Captain Arthur E. Lee

d. Company "C* - Captain Joe P. Sanders
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PART T1

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1. Background. During the first week in June 1965 Third Tank Battalion
(-) was alerted for deployment to the Republic of Vietnam. At this time
Company "A" was located at DaNang, Republic of Vietnam, attached to the
Third Marine Begiment. Company "C" was located at Chu Lai, Republic
of Vietnam, attached to the Fourth Marines. Third Tank Battalion
Headquarters and Company "B" (-) were located at Camp Hansen, Ckinawa.
On 25 June 1965 Third Tank Battalion (-) consisting of Headquarters and
Service Company and Company "B" (-), attached to Begimental Landing
Team - Nine, departed Camp Hansen, Okinawa and embarked ahoard amphibious
shipping of the Seventh Fleet. Headquarters, Third Tank Battalion was
located aboard the USS WASHTENAW County - LST 1166. On 3 July 1965,
Batfalion Headquarters and Headquarters and Service Company, Third
Tank Battalld departed Naha Port, Ckinawa for DaNang Port, Red Beach
Two, Republic of Vietnam.

-

2. Misgion Assigned

a. The Third Tank Battalion mission is to provide combat support
for the Third Marine Division in current operations utilizing mobility,
armor-protection, fire power, and shock action to close with ah& destroy
enemy forces, fortifications and materials. The Third Tank battalion
(=) is in general support of the Third Marine Division with a tank
company (-% in direct support operational control of the Third Narines,
a tank company (-) in direct support operational control of the Ninth
Marines, and a tank company attached to the Fourth Marines.

3. Chronological Summary of Events

on 8 July 1965 Headquarters, Third Tank Battalion debarked at Red
Beach Two, DaNang Port, Republic of Vietnam and established the Command
Post adjacent to Company "A" at (AT 985742). On 10 July 1965 the Com-
mand Post moved to the southern perimeter of the Division Area of
Responsibility at (AT 988711). &Extensive defensive positions were
established in coordination with the Ninth Marines, Third Anti-Tank
Rattalion, and the First'Amphibian Tractor Battalion.

on 11 July 1965 the Commanding General, Third Marine Division dir-
ected that a two tank section bhe deployed immediately to the Mondkey
Mountain area (BT 0284) to enhance local sccurity and provide a direct
fire capability against harbor targets identified by CTF 76.4.

On 14 July 1965 = two tank section from Comnrany "B" was displaced
from the Battalion 0P to defensive positions at the northern approached
of the Highway One bridge which crosses the Song Cau Do River at . (AT
998708). A twenty-four man reconnaissance patrol”™ was conducted along
the northern bank of the Song Cau Do River from (4T 998708) to (AT 969699)
without eneriy contact. Two rounds of small arms fire were received in.
the Rattalion's Command Post. Fire was not returned since the target
could not be identified. A civic action program w:zs started in the
hamlet of Phong Le Bac (AT 983705). Fourteen Vietnamese patients were
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