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Part I

CRGANIZATIUNAL DATA

1. 1st Tank Battalion

1t. Colonel R. M. TAYLOR
Commanding Offioer

UBCRDIN UNITS

HiS Company, lst Tark Battalion
Company "%, lst Tank Battalion
Company "B*, 1st Tank Battalion
Company "C%, 1st Tank Battalion

2. Looation

Captain J. 0. WINZHRR
&ptaiﬂ We Jo BRITTON

- 9
Headquarters, lst Tank Battalion, Danang, RVN at (am 9{87

2
H&3 Company, 1st Tank Battalion, Danang, RVN at (AT $g67 2% ;g 298 723 |

Company "i", 1st Tenk Battalion, Danang, RVN at ATT9g67
Company "B", 18t Tank Battalion, Danang, RVN at (AT 961608

Company "C", 1st Tonk Battalion, Danang, RVN at (BT 074658)

3« Staff Officers

Battalion Exeocutive Officexr
Battalion Adjutant, S-1 Legal Officer
Battalion 8-2 Officer

Battalion Se3 Officer

Battalion S=4 Offiger

Battalion S-5/Civil Affairs Officer

4. Average Montily Strength

sMe USK
@FT AL [ )
29 634 1l 8

Major Z. P, TRADER Jr.
Wo-l G. G- CARL

lstkt R. A, H:NDSRSON
M&JO! Ce R, BRABEC
M&jor D. B. CRUDGP
latlt J. M. Ray
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Part 11
COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

S=3, 1st Tank Battalion, FMF
APRTL 1967

I. Operations

1. @eratiori Desotos The 3rd Platoon (Rein), Company "AY cone
tinued to support 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines during the period 1
4pril 1967 until its termination on 16 April 1967.

2. Operation Canyone The 2nd Platoon (Rein) with a heavy (3)
tank section from the 1st platoon Company ™" attached, supported lst
Battalion, lst Marines during the period of 6=-10 April 1967 during

Operstion Cenyohe

3+ Operation Yell. A platoon of tanks consisting of ¢+ Three
gumn tenks and onc flame tank from Company "C", and two gun tanks
from Company "B" supported lst Battalion, 1st Marines during tho
period 1820 April during Operation Yoll.

4. QOperation Humboldt. The 3rd Platoon, Company "C" supported
3rd Battdlion, lst Marines during the period 13«18 April 1967 durw
ing Operation Humboldt.

5« Operation Grand. The lst FPlatoon, Company “B® supported 3rd
Battalion, Tth Marines during thc period 21-26 April 1967 during
Operation Grand,

II. AntieTank Activities.

l. During the month of April 1967 this tank battalion expericnced
16 mining incidents. Fourteon incidents invelved the mining of tanks,
and two involved 6X6 trucks on resupply missions to tank positions.
48 best that can be determined at this time » is that all
mines consisted of a large amownt of INT, nd wore initiated by a
pressure typc detonator. Damage to tracked vehicles ranged from
moderate to cxtensive, most of the damage boing sustaiged by the tank
suspension system. The two 6X6 trucks were a total loss, Deadlined
status of mined tanks ranged from a matter of hours to several wcekse
The deadlinc status being dependant upon the extent of danage ond
availability of replacement parts.

2« Onc of the 16 tanks damaged by mines is being surveyed for a
damaged hull, :

T |
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3» The following casualties were sustained in the tank ineidents:

(ag 4 Marines Med-Bvac
(b) 9 Marines Non_Evac (Treated at aid station)

4e Damage sustained by the two 6X6 trucks, unlike the tanks, were
completely destroyed by the mines, and casualties were far greater,
as shown below:

23.; 10 Marines Med~Evac (To Naval Hospital)
b) 1 Marine Non-Evac (Treated at aid station)

III. Rocket Assgults,

8« There were two incidents of rocket asseults upon tanks. In
both assaults the enemy managed to aschieve hits upon two tanks, In
the first incident, the rocket hit, but failed to penetrats or damage
the vehicle, In the second incident, one round did penetrate the
upper, forward, left portion of the hull and enter into the forward
left ammnition ready reck, igniting one round of WP and one round
of Canister 90mm ammmnition, The fire caused by the rocket pene=~
tration wes able to be controlled and the tank was repeired/restored
to an operational status,

be The type of rockets used in the aspaults were of Russian
design and origin. They were "Soviet Mnti-Tank Grenade Launcher
RPG-2",

IVe Southern Defense Seotor

8¢ Headquarters and Service Company continued through the
month of April to command and coordinate the activities within
the Southern Sector Division Rear Ares, The Commanding Officer,
18t Tank Battalion, as Commander of the Southern Sector, caused the
following actions to be initiated or responded toi

(1) Twenty-one various missions of Search and Clear, Recon=
naissance Security and patrols were accomplished in response to
intelligence reports; in additiom to providing blocking forces for
adjacent units in response to enemy infiltrations,

be There were a total of 134 coordinated day and night patrols,
anbushes, OP's, LP's, and roadblocks accomplished by H&S Company within
the Southern Sector with coordination and supervision by the Tank
Battalion Command Operations Center,

Gs Civic Action Activities were expanded and contimied to
improve and prosper in those areas where our responsibilities are
foocused,

T
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Y. o During the month of April, flame
tanks assigned to the gun companies exponded a total of 4300 gallons
of napalm mix.in exeouting assigned fire missions, The assigned
nissions were for the destwuoticn of various terrain features whioch
might offer concealment or a safe havon to the enemys. Other midsions
inoluded the olearing of fields of fire, proparation of . landing sones
by burning, and in burning out tunnels and o8vus during search and
olear operations, .

VL. Yiet Cong Box Soore for Amil .
Qg 'BY Go “B" 3xd TkEn non

VC KIa Confirmed 13 64 ;. 2
VG. iIA Prcbable g 0 1
VG WIa Captured 0 0 6
VG Captured 0 8 32
\
\
\\ o
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SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS CONDUCTED

At 311600H March, units from the 1st Flatoon, Compeny "B", 3rd
Tank Bn in support of Compeny "F", 2nd Bn, 5th Marines, at (ar 927527)
fired ten rounds 90mm HE &t approximately 30 VO in the vioinity of
(4T 932516)s 4 search of the area conducted by the infantry produced
twenty VC KIA Confirmed.

4% 051510 April, a 2nd Platoon tank from Company '"B'" detonated
an anti-tank mine of apmroximately 40 lbs, of TNT at (AT 993577) re=
sulting in moderate damage to the suspension system and wounding two
infantrymen riding on the tank, The tank was recovered to Hill 55
(4T 966616),

4t 071230H, tanks from 1st Platoon, Company "B", 3rd Tank Bn,
in suppert of Company "G", 2nd Bn, 5th Marines, located at (AT 978500)
observed fifty Viet Cong with packs and rifles in the vicinity of
(AT 992515), Tanks fired forty rounds 90mm HE and fcur rounds 9Qmm
WP resulting in eight Viet Cong KIA Confirmed.

4% 071410H, tanks from 1st Platoon, Corpany 'B", 3rd Tank Bn,
in support of Company "G", 2nd Bn, 5th Marines, located at zAT 967089;
cbserved twenty-five Viet Cong with weapons in viecinity of (AT 964537).
Tanks fired thirty-one rounds of 90mm HE resulting in twenty=-one Viet
Cong KI4 Confirmed,

&t 071545H, tanks from 3rd Flatoon, Company "C" located at (BT 058638)
observed two Viet Cong running in vicinity of (BT 057634)., Tanks fired
250 rounds of 430 caliber resulting in one Viet Cong ¥,/ Confirmod snd
one Viet Cong KIL Probable,

At 071600H, a 2nd Platoon tank from Company "C" losated at (BT 213513)
received heavy small arms fire from sn observed twenty Viet Cong in the
vioinity of (BT 211511), Tanks mssaulted the enemy position firing
five rounds of 90mm HE, 500 rounds of ¢30 oaliber Mi, and 300 rounds of
«50 caliber M3 resulting in eix Viet Cong KIA Confirmed, three Viet
Cong WIA Captured, and eleven Viet Cong Captured,

At 071850H, tanks from 1st Platoon, Company "BY, 3rd Tank Battalion,
located at (AT 907069), observed twenty-seven Viet Cong with weapons
in vicinity of (AT 978517), Manks fired thirty rounds of 90mm EE end
two rounds of 90mm WP resulting in seven Viet Cong KI. Confirmed and
four Viet Cong Captured,

4t 072015H, a 2nd Platoon tank from Company "C" located at (BT 196532)
received approximately 100 rounds small srms fire and one round of 5Tom
recoilless rifle fire resulting in tank orewman being WIA and mede
ovacuateds The 5T7mum round did not penetrate or damage the tank,

“ENCLOSURE ( | )" “ |
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Lt 080435H, a 2nd Platoon tank, Company "B", 3rd Tank Bn, located
at (4T 963604) received small arms fire and incoming rocketss One
RPGe2 penetrated the left front side of the hll, resulting in one
0mm oandater round and one 90mm WP round detonating in the ammo rack,
Eight USMC personnel were WIA, inoluding one tank orewman who was
med=evacoed, Fire caused by the explosion of the WP round resulted in
moderate demage to the turret. The vehicle was able to return to Hill
55 (AT 966616) under its own power.

4t 081300H, a flame tank detonated an antietank mine of 60 1lbs
TNT at (AT 984563) resulting in extensive damage to the susponsion,
engine, and hull, The tank was recovered to Hill 55 (AT 966616).

4Lt 090800H, a tank from 3rd Platoon, Company "C", looated at
2BT 195100; observed two VC running from a trocline in the vioinity of
BT 195500)¢ The tank fired one round 90mm HE and one round 90mm WP
resulting in two V0 KIA Confirmed,

At 090845H, tanks from 1st Flatoon, Company "B", 3rd Tank Bn
supporting Company "“G", 2nd Bn, Sth Marines loocated at (AT 978500
observed thirty VC with weapons in the vicinity of (AT 953526), Tanks
fired 25 rounds 90mm HE resulting in two VO KIA Confirmed and 12 VO WIA
Captured,

From 0912158 to 091930H, tanks from 1st Flatoon, Company "0", in
a series of sweeps and blocking positions supported 1st Bn, 26th Marines,
in grid square (BT 0057) and fired a total of 26 rounds 90mm HE, four
rounds90mm WP, three rounds 90mm Cenistexr, 1500 rounds 30 caliber M3,
and 50 rounds 50 oaliber M3, Total enemy casualties Srom combined
actions resulted in 24 VC KIA Confirmed, 11 VC KIA Prcbeble, and eight
VC Captured.

At 091230H, a truck from Com "B, 3rd Tank Bn, hauling 90mm
aumo, detonated a mine at (AT 889570) resulting in six USM WIA, five
being Med-Evaoced.

At 092330H, tanks from 1st Platoon, Company "B", while effeoting
& Med-Evas for Company "B", 1st Bn, 1st Marines, at (BT 101631), received
emall arms fire from an unkmown mumber of enemy looated in vioinity of
(BT 099631)s Tanks returned fire with seven rounds 90mm HE, one round
90mn Cenister, and 400 rounds .50 caliber M3, Bnemy casualties are
unknown, but two bolt action U.S. .30 omliber rifles and ChiCom
grenafes wero reoovered,

4t 092345H, a tank from 1st Platoon, Company "C", detonated an
enti~tank mine at (BT 099637)s The mine was estimated at 20 1bs TNT,
and resulted in moderate damage to the left side of the tank,

4t 092345H, a tank from 3rd Platoon, Company “C" while enrcute to
retrieve another 3rd Platoon tank, detonated sn antietank mine at
(BT 089627)s The tank received moderate damage to the suspension on
the left side and one tank orewman was wounded but was able to re@p_my‘;a Vet
to duty after treatment by a Gorpeman, "t N_LOSURE (/)" GO QOE E'I‘
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4t 100945H, a tank from 3rd Platoon, Company '"B", detonated an
anti-tank mine at (AT 948662). The mine was a box=type pressure-
detonated of approximately 30 lbs TNT oausing a hole two feet deep
and five feet in diameter, Two tank orewmen received superficial wounds,
and were treated by a corpsman and returned to duty. Extent of damage
to the tank was modeorate,

At 101830H, a 2nd Flatoon tank from Company "C" while enroute to
Company "D", 1st Bn, 1st Marines CP detomated an anti=tank mine at
(BT 105612)¢ The mine, a 20-1b shape=charge with a oement base
resulted in moderate damage to the right side of the tank and wounded
two tank crowmen (Hon-Bvac).

At 111720H, a 2nd Platoon tank from Company "C" while enroute to
Company 'D", 4st Bn, 18t Marines CP detonated an anti-tank mine at
(BT 087624), The mine, estimated at 20-1bs TNT, resulted in moderate
damngo to the left side of the tank and one tank orewman was WIA (Non=BEvao),

4t 131900H, a 1st Platoon tank from Company "B", 3rd Tank Bn,

looated at (LT 927523) observed two VC in the vieinity of (AT 930509).
The tank fired seven rounds 90mm HE resulting in two VC KIA Confirmed,

Lt 141400H, a tank from 3rd Platoon, Company "C", looated at
(BT 089659) cbserved five VG in vioinity of (BT 085663)s Tank fired
300 rounds «30 caliber M resulting in one VC KIA Confirmed.

At 141730H tanks from 2nd Platoon, Company "C" located at (BT 120628)
observed one VC running into treeline in the vieinity of (BT 122627).
Tanks fired 15 rounds 90mm Canister, four rounds 90mm BE, and 350 rounds
+30 caliber M resulting in one VC KIi Confirmed,

At 161455H, a 3rd Platoon tank from Company "C" detonated an anti-
tank mine at (BT 089659)e The mine, estimated at 40 lbs TNT, oaused
moderate damage to the left aide of the tank,

At 180730H, 2 3rd Platoon tank from Company "C'" looated at (BT 09465%),
observed two VC running in the vieinity of (BT 094659). Tank fired ome
round 90mm HE resulting in two VC KIA Confirmed,

At 1810008, a 18t Platoon tank from Company "B" located at (AT 963610)
observed three VC with rifles in the vicinity of (AT 962593)s Tank
fired seven rounds 90mm HE regulting in one V¢ KIA Confirmed and one
rifle destroyed,

4% 191430Hy a tank from 1st Platoon, Company "B", 3rd Tank Bn,
detonated an anti-tank mine at (AT 906496)s The mine, estimated at
40 1bs TNT, caused heavy damage to the tank and wounded one tank
orewnan (NoneBEvac).

&t 201330H, a tank from 3rd Flatoon, Company "B", located at

(4T 915669) cbserved 10 VC in blask pajemas in the vioinity of (AT 914685),
Tenks fired six rounds 90mm WP resulting in six VC KIA Confirmed,

"ENCLOSURE (] v“EM%HﬁD
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A% 201830H, a tank from 2nd Platoon, Company "C", detonated an
anti-tank mine at (BT 125605), The mine, estimated at 100 lbs TNT,
caused heavy damage to tho tank and wounded two tank orewmen (Med=Bvac),

4t 201915H, a tank from 1et Flatoon, Company "B", 3rd Tank Bny
located at (AT 935528) observed five VC in an open field, in the vieinity
of (AT 927517)s Tank fired five rounds .90mm HE resulting in one VG KIA
Confirmed and three V¢ KIA Probabie, ' = : '

4% 221145H, a tank from 1st Platoon, Company "C", located at
(BT 000587) observed three VC with weapons in the vioinity of (BT 000589),
Tank fired 200 rounds , 50 caliber M3 rosulting in two VC KI. Confirmed,
rlus two automatioc wenpons, ammunition, three grenades, 10 rounds M=79,
and assorted documents captured, .

4t 221730H, a tank from 1st Platoon, Company "C", located at
(BT 003575) observed one VC rumning through a treeline in the vioinity
of (BT 005560), Tank Commander fired one round small arms resulting
in one V0 K14 Confirmed, plus one M rifle, two Chi-Com grenades, and
Cartridge belt ocaptured,

Lt 221915H, & tank from 1st Flatoon, Company "C" located at
(BT 0035&); received two rounds sniper fire from the vioinity of
(BT 003584) resulting in cne tank orewmen WIA (Med~Bvao)s Mod-Evao
errived and received two rounds small arms disabling their radio,
Helicopter left without picking up the omsualty, Another Mod-Bvas
errived and oompleted the piok-up 2% hours later,

From 240730H to 251300H, tanks from st Platoon, Company "B",
looated at (AT 997562) cbserved five V€ with weapons in the vioinity
of (AT 997561),  Tanks fired emall arms and 90mn during the night
resulting in one VC KIa Confirmed, two VC KIA Probable s and three
VC Captured, plus amuniticn, a paok, documents, and a NVA uniform,

4t 240930H, a Commany "O" truck enroute to 18t Tenk Bn CP detonated
en anti-tank mne at (BT 073703). The mine, estimated at 40 lbs TNT
osused heavy damage to the front end of the truck and wounded five tank
personnel (Med-Bvss),

4% 240915H, tanks from 1st Platoon, Company "B", looated at
(a7 963609) reeceived 20 rounds emall arms fire from five VC in the
visinity of (AT 958561). Tanks fired 56 rounds 90mm HE and 700 rounds
¢30 ocaliber M3 resulting in one VO KIA Confirmed and one VG KIA Probable,

4% 251150H, a 18t Platoon tank from Company "C" detonated an anti-
tank minea t (BT 003566). The mine, estimated at 50 lbs TNT with a
cement base, caused moderate damage to the tank.

Lt 260645H, a tank from 3rd Flatoon, Company "C" located at
(BT 073626) observed one VG in the vieinity of (BT 073625), Tank
fired 150 rounds 430 caliber M; resulting in one V0 KIA Confirmed,

4t 271100H, a tank from 1st Flatoon, Company "C" detonated an anti-

tank mine et (AT 993577). The mine estimated at 20 1bs TNT, resulted in
moderate damage to the tank and one tank orewman WIA (NoneBvas), oo
CCRET
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4t 271430H, tanks from lst Platoon, Company "C" located at
(4T 974584) ovserved five VC with weapons in the vieinity of (4T 981589),
Tanks fired 400 rounds .50 caliter M3 and 250 rounds 30 caliber M re=-
sulting in two VC KIA Confirmed,

4t 291730, a 1st Platoon tenk from Company 'B", 3rd Tenk Bn,
detonated an anti-tank mine at (AT 971495). The mine, estimated at
20 1bs TNT, resulted in moderate damage to the tank.

4t 291800H, tanks from 3rd Flatoon, Company "B" located at
(4T 987607) receive? heavy small arms fire and high powered rifle fire
from the enemy in the vicinity of (AT 993607) and (BT 014566). Tanks
fired 40 rounds 90mm HE, and 3500 rounds «30 oaliber M3 resulting in
four VC KIA Confirmed and two V€ KIA Probable,

URGEASSIFIED
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During the month of April this Battalion sustained casual
14 of whioh were medically svacuated. During the month ﬁ April vess
:his Battalion had no Marines medicslly evacuated for non-battle
easons,

CASUALTIES SUSTAINED
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CIVIC ACTION

On 1 April, 1967, the 18t Tank Battalion oonducted oeremonies
dedicating the Pig Breeding Farms The principal speakers were Lt,
Colonel PETERSON, Lt, Colonel CORSON, Major HAU, and 1st Lt., LOCHRIIGE,
The principal sheme of the remarks by the spenkers stressed that the
pig farm was an example of what free men can do when they unite to
improve their conditions,

During the month of April, the people from the Hamlet of DONG BE
were removed from their homes to the four ocorners area. After the
move had been completed, the 1st Tank Battalion, acting upon orders
from the 9st Marine Division began clearing a firing lans around the
POL perimeter, This, by nccessity, called for the knooking down of
mmerous fruit trees and the destruotion of several gardens, The
villagers protested to the Distriot Headquarters and further clear~
ing was terminated, This action resilted in several foreign oclaims
vwhich are now being processed,

On 4 April, 1967, an unfavorable incident occurred when a squad
of Marines from the 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines, asting upon intelligence,
interrupted a Vietnamese funeral, A woman oame to the C.P, and informed
them that someone was trying to conceal a mine in the village. The
woman led them to a spot where a funeral was taking place, She ine
dicated that thore was a mine ooncealed in the casket. The Marines
removed the body from the oasket and probed the sand withine This
oreated an unfavorable reaction from the family all the way up to the
Distriot Chief, The C. A. Officer visited the family and expressed
condolences and apologies for the incident,

On 13 4pril, 1967, a meeting was held with the farmers and a
Farmers Cooperative was set ups, The farmers elected a ohairman, olerk,
finance man, and two farm supervisors, Seversl objections arose
however, the main one being the unsuitsbility of the looation. The
farmers were opposed to the location of the farm for the following
reasonst

(1) Tt is located on the other side of the village and approxie
mately one mile from their homes,

(2) The villagers consider it as not s secure arca and they do
not like to travel back and forth in that area becsuse of the VO,

The farmers suggested an alternate location which is adjacent to
the 18t Tank Battalion C.P. and close to their homes, The policy of
this Civil Lffairs Office has been to discourage moving the farm, but
the success of the project may well depend upon its removal to a
location of their choice,

On 23 April, 1967, a Dootor Tapper from an Anti-War group under the
leadership of Dre Benjamin Spook, visited the ModCap held at PRONG BAC

"ENZLOSURE ()
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market placce The purpose of his visit wes an attempt to find
Napalm-burned children to substantiate tholr charges of indisoriminate
bombing of civilians. A4s usual, the only ailments encounterod by the
MedCap team were those primarily caused by lack of hygiene,

On 29 April 1967, the Battalion Commander and Civil Affairs Offiocer
wore invited to a meeting held by the PHONG BAC Buddhist Association,
The purpose of the visit was to duscuss the erectiom of a fonco araind
the pagoda end the construction of 8 proposed school noxt to the
pagodas The Battalion Commandor assured them that the lst Tank
Battelion would make every effort to procurc the necessary matoriale
Flans have been drown up and have been submitted for approval,

During the month of 4pril, the MedGep activities were increasod
with sick eall being held four times a week in the villages. During
this period, the MedCap team trested 159 women, 93 meny; and 461
¢hildren, There wers four cases where tho MedCap team ovacuatod
civiliens with severe cases to the USOHN Hospital An Degeong,

During dpril, the C.4. Team distributed four loads of lumbex
to the Market Place for the pwrpose of constructing the stalls;
Twenty bags of cement were delivered to the PHONG BAC School house
for repairs on the structure and ten bags of coment werc dolivercd
to the four corners area for the purpose of constructing a watcr well,

Future plans for the C.A. program in PHONG BAC includc the

construction of g Public and Buddhist School and construction af
& hamlet office and dispensary,

"ENCLOSURE (/ )'_j
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ADMINISTRATION

411 Companies arc within the DaN pons
ang Tactical irea of Res iv
The 1st Tank Battalion retains administrative control of all oompm:::fy.

“"ENCLOSURE ¢ /)~
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PERSONNEL

The 18t Tank Battalion is ourrently in personnel oatagory C=1

with a chargesble strength of 27 Marine Officersy 672 Marine Enlicved,. .

one Navy Officer, and nine Navy Enlisted,

During the month of April, the Battalion Jjoined three Marine
Officers and 46 Marine Enlisted, Five Marine Officers and 26 Marine
Enlisted were trensferred,

The following MOS's are considered oriticels

s WL QN BOARD

3510 01 00

2867 01 00
#2822 00 00

*Not rated on manning level, but have equipment on hand and is in
use at mresent time,.

Seven Breaches of disoipline ocourred during the month of April
resulting in two Special Court-Martials,

WENCLOSURE ()"
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INTELLIGENCE

The weather for the month of April was dry like the previous momth,
4 total of 481 inches of rain was recorded,

During April, enemy aotivity increased 43% over the previous months,
With 109 incidents, 63 were USM initiated resulting in 93 VC KIA oon=
firmed, 10 VC KIA probable, and 53 V¢ oaptureds Of the 46 VC initiated
inoidents, 16 were minew, damaging 14 tenks and two trucks, There were
two RFG«2 roocket attecks resulting in one damaged tank,

All aotivity was oonoentrated in the Southern Section of the
DaNang TAOR,

"ENCLOSURE (| )’

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

aee®

1st Tank Battalion, FMF
FFO, San Francisco, 96602

4/TBC/mor
4000
1 May 1967

From: Commanding Officer
Tor Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMP (Attn: Ged)

Subj: Loglstio Summary Report

Refs éag DivO 4400,19A
b) CG, 1st MarDiv meg 180633Z Apr 1967

Encl: ?; List of supply items declared to be in a oritical status
2) List of potentially oritical items

1. The following report covering the month of April 1967 is submitted
in accardance with references (a) and (b),

2, Supply Situation, Supply response has improved at a steady pace
over the last month due to the number of requisitions being filled
for oertein repai® parts for track and wheel vehicles, There are
8till vital repair parts that have had little or no response, Thase
inolude bulbs for the 18 inch searchlights, left hand torsion bars
and track shoe assemblies, Followsup action is being taken and very
little response noticed. Supply responae has been adequate for the
remaining classes of supply. No problem areas are foreseen at the
present time for Class I, III, IV, and V, General Supply support,
partioularly in clothing and individual equipment, has been improving.
Engineer and Motor Transport spare parts support has been generally
adequate, with an inoreased requisition fill rates Selected suspension
and eleotrical type tank parts siill represent the major problem aress
In other ordnance mress, supply support has been steadily improving,
The command 18 short one M-51 VIR that is due for replacement from
R&E assets within the next 15 days, Acetylene has been in a oritical
status requiring unreascnable conservation and rationing, There is
N0 immediate relief in sight for this items One M=3 Compressor for
flame tank support was received, bringing the number of operative
oompressors to two for the DaNang TAOR, Eleotronics repair parts are
generally adequate; however, radio tubes remain in short supply, as
are repair parts for CVC helmets. Blank forms are becowing more
diffioult to obtain, With the high turn over of persommel, both
officer and enlisted fitness reports (NAVMC 10147-ID and NAVMD 10233-DD)
have become very limited, A similar situation has also developed for
the Reoord of Emergenoy Data (NAVMC 10526~DD) and for Promotion
Warrants (DD=216),

3¢ Critice] Items,
8« Potentially oritioal itoms——see enclosure (1)

l(h) Supply items declared to be in a oritiocal statuse-see
2 ‘ i
* “ENLOSURE (1)
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4, Significant Problem Aress, A trend still exists toward the
nonaveilability of ocertain motor transport and track vehiole repair
partss Supply response is improving at a slow pases The urgenoy of
need for these parts continues to be inflated due to non-receipt of
stock replenishment orders.

5+ Maintenanoce Situation, The maintenance effort has been sble to
respond to the nceds for operational ocommditment, Progress has boen
hempered by extensive battle damage and the oriticality of certain
repair parts, During the period of this reporty mine damage was

sustained on 1 M=54 truok, 9 M-4843 tanks, and 1 M-67A2 flame tank,

6, jor Items o nt

i ITEN AUTH O/H__OFER READY NGRS NORM
MOTOR TRANSPORT

51480 Truok, Tanker M-49 7- 7 7

TRACKED VEHICLES

61280 M-51 VIR 4 3 3

MLIOR WEAPONS

61810  M~48A3, TANK 53 50 43 7
61820 Me6742, FLAME TANK 9 8 4 2 2

ENGINEER/CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
31700 TD=15 Traotor 1 1 1
COMINICATIONS EQUIPMENT

22040  AN/MRC-83 2 2 2

GENERATORS

20945 PU-482 1 1 1

Te B icant Maintengmoe Pro p Of partioular significance

is the maintenance of M-51 VIR's, The hydrenlic systems are a oon-
timing source of oconcern, Untold manhours are expended on trouble
shooting the hydraulio system in an attempt to isolate the problem
aroass Techniocal talent at both the organic and support level is
defied by the intricate mage. The presemce of a faoctory trained

Technical representative is worthy of consideration,
HHELRSSKIED
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signifioant change during the
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1ces are generally eatisfaotory with no
reporting period.

9% B8i t T ortati °) None,

10. Other Itoms of Interegt.
toward preparation for the fo
moh 18 required for cantonme:
particularly lumber, remaing
come more and more vital as G

Bpecific effert continues to be di rected
rthooming monsoon season, In this report,
nt maintenances Construction materisl,
in ehort supply, This materiel will bee
ONEX oontainers are turnedein, At Present

& Butler building for a covered maintenance area is under oconstruction
and is e signifioant contribution toward monsoon preparations and the

maintenance effort,

/e/Rs M. TAYLOR
Re M. TAYLOR
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CIVIC ACTION

On 23 March 1967, the lst Tank Batialion assumed the Civic Action area
of responsibility that had been. administered by the 3rd Pank Battalion until
their move to Phu Bai. The ¢ntire 3rd Tank Battalion Civic Action Team was
transforred to the lst Tank Battalion for the purpose of providing for a con=-
tinuation of underway programs. The most importsnt of these programs is the
pig breeding farm end five lesser pig farms. These ferms have been stocked
with 24 american yorkshire pigs and 38 more pigs are slated for arrifal from
different sources within the next two monthse The purpose of this project is
three folds

(1) to develope the idea that capitalism is a worksble and profitable
economic systems

(2) to help establish an economic Bsse upon which the oitigen of Phong
Bac through their own efforts can better their oolfunity.

(3) by achieving the above goals the people of Phong Bac will be in a
better position from which t¢ make their choice between the government gnd the
Viet Uong‘

Yhis Battalion will also be temporarily monitoring the medcag end Civio
Action program currently underway in the villages of Yen Bac and Uam Hoa.
The 1st A.T. Battalion will make Civic Action, as well as lledical personnel
available to this battalion. ‘ o

On the 27th of March, the lgt Tank Battalion relinquished control of the -
village of Hoa An to the Mobile Construotion Battalion 4, The Civil Affairs Off-
icer of the relieving wnit was thouroughly briefed on. the programs in progress..
At the time this Battelipn left the village it was felt that significant pro-
gress had been made and that the peoples attitude toward self-help and their
government had greatly increased. S

During the period 18 March to 25 March, the C.A. Officer, Lt. RAY attended
a five day Advisor Orientation Course in Saigon. The course was designed to
femiliarize the sfgdent with ovepall goals and organizationw of the free world
forces in Vietnam.

Durin; the monthof March there were two unfortunate ineidents of concern
to this Battalion. On 4 March a P.F. went tp the home of another P.F in Hoa
An to collect a gambling debt. Upon being informed by the debter that he vas
unable to pay the debt, the man threw a fragmentation grenade into the house,
resulting in the death of two persons and injury to _sixteen others, several of
which were critically wounded. The evacustion and inauine imwestigation vas
conducted by the 1st M.P. Battalifn. On 22 March a tank from the lst Tank
Battalion, returning to the C.P. from a sweep operation; sideewiped a Vietmamese
bus. fThe result of the collision was one dead, 10 imjuved and extensive damage
o the bus. The lst Tank Battalion book immediate steps t0 indemnify the vio-
$ims and it is felt that this prompt-actionm .did much to preven$ adverse opine
ion emong the looel populace, An-investigation ip.currently underway and forigm

claims for damages are being processed. :
“ENCLOSURE (/)* ~ SECRéva 4
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In the month of llarch, the Civil Affairs Section joined two Vietnamese
nirse trainees, At the present time these nurses are to be utilized for med-
cap. Future plans irclude staffing a dispensary in the village on a permenant
111 time basis with Victnamese medical personnel,

Frojects completed during the month of Maroh were the bridge and oculvert
project and the beginning of the lnglish Language Classes in Hoa An. During
March, construction was began on the dispensary at Hoa An, Projeots ocompleted
during the month in Yhong Bac was the pig breeding farm. Althoush some work
remains to be done, it is considered to be operational, At the present time.
there are 14 Yorkshire pigs at the pig breeding farm, On 9 March, movies
wvere shown to the villagers by members of the 244th PYSOPS Battalion. There
vere avproximately 600 persons in attendance., On Maroh 11, the C.A. Team
visited the Hoa Phat School and observed the students reciting the RVN pledge
of allegiance,. IS0 photographers were there to record the event,

On larch 8th, an inspection of the Civil Affairs Seotion was conducted
by liajor HCGILL from G-5, The result of the inspection was considered to
be csatisfactory.

Durine the month of larch, seven loads of scrap lumber was delivered to
the hamlet chief for distribution to needy villagers and 100 school kits were
passad out to needy school children., Also delivered to the village chief during
the month was 16 sections of stcel oculvert and six bags of cement. for use on
the bridge and culvert project. 12 bags of cement was delivered to begin
construction on the dispensary.

Current planning for future projects in Phong Bac include extensionof

the fishing project, construgtion of a hamlet office and dispensary and the
fornation of a Farmers Association and Cooperative,

"ENCLOSURE (/ )"
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ADMINISTRATION

Company A (REIN), 18t Tank Battalion is within the Chu Lai Tactical
Area of Responsibility. This Company hes a strength of three Marine
Officers, 117 Marine Enlisted, and one Navy Enlisted. The 18t Tenk
Battalion retains administrative ocontrol of Compeny A

e FOREE
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The 18t Tank Battalion is currently in personnel ocategory C-1, with
a chargeable strength of 29 Marine Offioers, 634 Marine Enlieted, one
Navy Officer, and 8 Navy Enlisteds This is ocompared to an suthorised
menning level of 36 Marine Officers, 596 Marine Enlisted, one Navy
Officer, and 14 Nevy Enlisted,

During the month of March the Battalion joined 4 Marine Officers

end 43 Marine Enlisted. Six Marine Offiocers were transferred and 69
Marine Enlisted were transferred.

The following MOS's are oonsidered oriticals

M08 WL Qf BOARD
3510 01 00
2867 01 00

Three bresches of disoipline oocourred during the month of Maroh,

3t
”i’d ‘ ]
f M
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INTELLIGENCE

The weather for March was extremely dry with a recording of precipitation
of .16 inches, This is ocompared with a reoording of 31 inches of rain which
fell in the preceding month, This lack of preoipitation has sustained the
trafficability of both roads and terrain,

Within the DeNang TAOR, the 1st Tank Battalion was involved in 75 ine
cidents with the Viet Cong, The results of this action accounted for 51
Viet Cong KIA confirmed, 27 Viet Cong KIA probable, and 11 Viet Cong captureds

The Anti=Tenk mine aoctivity ocontinued at a high rate, Thers were 8

mine incidents, ssven of which caused damage to the tanks, The mines
employed by the Viet Cong ranged from dud projeotiles to wooden box type
mines conteining TNT of local Viet Cong manufiaocture, The sizes of the mines
varied from 25 to 100 pounds of explosives causing from light to extensive
damage to the tanks, Some indicators to watoh for in mined areas ares

1) Absence of villagers and children where they normally would be, and
2) Unusual objects on road or tank trail such as rooks stacked up
or stioks laying in a pattern, These are V,C, warning devices,

During the month, a Company B Tank on a night patrol was ambushed
by 8 VeCe unit of unknown size, The ensuing reaction by the Tank?Inrantry

team resulted in the capture of a considerable amount of weapons and gear
and doouments of intelligence value, The contents of the doouments ree

vealed that the V.Cs unit involved was part of the V-4 Company of the
402nd Sapper Battalion with plans to attack the Hoa Cam ARVN Training

Center,

U kAESHED
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Tank Battalion, FMF
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

43IBCsmer
4000
1 April 1967

From: Commagnding Officer
Tos Commending General, First Marine Bivision (Rein), FMF (Attnt G-4)

Subjr Logistics Summary Report

Refs &) Div 0 4400.19
b) CG, lst MarDiv msg 280325Z Nov 66
o) CG, lst MarDiv msg 190319% Mar 67

Encls (1) Critical Supply Items

1. The following report covering the period 282400H February 1967 to
312400H March 1967 is submitted in accordance with reference (a) through
C

2. Logisties Situation. During the reporting period & normal logistics
function has continued with particular emphasis in the area of tank
maintenance, motor transpért maintenance, supply regponsiveness, and
cantonment improvement. Contirmed improvement is noted in all areas with
the exception of tank maintenance which has declined in responsiveness
due to nonavailability of critical parts. Improvement of the cantonment
ares continues with emphasis on drainage, storage, and maintenance
facilities but this effort is retarded by lack of construection material
and hardware items.

3, Supply and Distribution
a. Critical Items. BSee enclosure (1).

be Significent Problem Areas. A trend still exists toward the
nonavailability of certain motor transport and tracked vehicle repair
partse Supply response im improving at a slow pace. At present there
is one operative compressor (M~3) for Flame Tank support in the Dallang
TOAR. Tt is anticipated that at least one additional compressor will
be received in the immediate future, There is a critical shortage of

bulbs for the 18 inch searchlights and aggressive follow-up supply action
is being taken (see enclosure (1)). The command is short one M-51 VIR

that is due for replacement from R&E assets. There is a distinct shortase
of left hend torsion bars that aggressive supply action has failed to
alleviate. Acetylene has been in a critical status requiring unreasonable

conservation and rationing.

"ENTTOSURE (/)"
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a. Maintenance effort is successful within the Command and contiming

effort is made to improve the quality of paintenance. The effort has
been hampered by two factors:

4.

(1) Personnel assignment is generally adequate from a billet
point of view; however, the productive effort is reduced by security
requirements levied on the various maintenance and supply sections.

(2) Since the last RXE tank was received on 1 March 1967 there
has been a drop in tank maintenance production due to nonavailability of
certain suspension parte. The R&E program permitted latitude in the
selective interchange of parts and this source is not presently available.
Bven though the deadline rate has increased this is not considered
significant enough to impair the Commsnd's efficiency. During the period
of this report, six M-48A3 tanks sustained nine damage.

b. Significant Problem Areas. There are no significant maintenance
problem areas other than as discussed in paragraph 3. above.

c. Major Items of Equipment.

/A ITEM AUTH O/E _OPER READY NORS NORM
50140 HPCU 2 1

51090 Truck, 3/4 T, M=37 3 3 3

51480 ~  Truck, 2 1/27, M-49 7T 7 7

51180 Truck, 5T, M-54 38 37 35 2
51670 Truck, 5T, M-62 2 2 1 1
51570 Truck, 1/4 T, M-38A1 21 20 18 2
20810 P-239 1 1 1

20945 U482 1 1

21954 AN/GRC-125 15 0

22040 AN /MR0-8% 2 2 2

22050 AN/MRC-87 1 1 1

22052 AN/MRC-109 1 1 1

22054 AN/MRC-110 5 5 5

22101 AN/PRC-25 15 15 15

22105 AN/PRC-47 1 1 1

22650 SB-22/PT 2 2 2

61810 M-4843 Tank 53 50 35 5 10
61820 M-67A2 Flame Tank 9 9 5 1 3
61280 M-51 VTR, Retriever 4 3 1 2
31700 TD~15 Tractor 1 1 1

21960 AN/MRC-36 é 6 6

61565 Xenon Searchlight 23 15 15

61560 18 inch whitelight 8 29 21 8

5. Other Services. Troop services are satisfactory and contimed
improvements are effected as material becomes available. A new COC

bunker was consiructed during the period in erder to accomodate additional
funotions related to Southern Sector Defense.

"ENCLQSURE ( /)"
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6. Advanced Flanning. Advanced plaming includes concentrated effort
in the areas of maintenance and supply. In addition, specific effort
is directed toward preparation for the next monsoon season.

/S/ Re M. TAYLOR
R. M. TAYI(R

e Angere
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S5-3, 1st Tank Battalion, FMF

MARCH 1967
OPERATIONS AND TRAINING

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

IT. TRAINING

1. The Battalion Training Program. Continued to emphasize tenk training
with special emphasis on tank gunnery. Ranges available for firing the main
tank guns continued to be limited in their availability due to friendly forces
operating in range impact areas.

2. Weapons Safety Training. The Battalion Weapons Safety Training Program
was conducted weekly and continued to emphasize familiarization with safety
in the handling of all the small arms utilized within the Battalion.

3. Troop Indoctrination and Orientation. Indoctrination and Crientation
lectures were presented to all newly joined personnel during the month of
March. Weapons sefety training and familiarization firing of all small arms
weapon organic to the Battalion were included in this program. The range
facilities of the ARVN Hoa Cam Training Center were utilized for all small
arms weapons firing.

4, Officers and Staff NGO Schools. Two periods of instruction for Officers
and Staff Non-Commissioned Officers were conducted.

a. 4 larch 1967 Helicopters in Lt. Col MENDENHALL
Vietnam (MAG-16)
11 March 1967 Use of Naval
Gunfire in Vietnam Lt, COMINGS

(Naval Gunfire
Liaison Officer
1st MarRegt)

5. Technical Training. MOS Training was conducted by the various platoons
and sections in B&S Compeny.

6. Unit Training. The gun companies conducted training in tank subjects
and general military subjects in addition to weekly weapons safety train-
ing. The gun companies spent an exceptionally large amount of time in
operating with their respective units to vhich assigned. The reduction

in rainfall has resulted in a better operational condition of the terrain
leading to more enhanced mobility and flexability in the employment of tanks.

gs;‘ k
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2., Commander, Southern Sector, Operation Order 1-67 was disseminated
to all tenant and adjacent units of the Southern Sector.

b. Three search and clear and one reconnaissance missions ‘were
exscuted in response to intelligence reports of enemy presence in or
adjacent the Southern Sector TACR.

¢ Day and night patrols, ambushes, OP's, LP's and checkpoints wdre
coordinated and supervised by the Battalion Command Operations Center.

d. Civic Action Activities instigated by the former Sector Conmander
were carried on and built upon with the cooperation and support of all

tenant units.

9. Anti-Tank Activities. There were a total of eight mine incidents
during the month & March. All mines being detonated by tanks. Seven

of the mines damaged the tanks, the eighth detonated but caused no damage
to tank or crewmen, Company B detonated five mines in the lst Marines
and 26th Marines sectors of the TACR.

Company B, 3rd Tank Battalion detonated one mine in the 9th Marines
sector of the TACR.

Company C detonated two mines in the 1st Marines Sector of the Division
TACOR. One mine detonsted failed to cemse any damage to vehicle.

In most cases the mines consisted of a very large explosive charge
which ceused moderate to extensive damage to the tank suspension system.
Injuries to tank crew members were light as a remult of mine explosions.
Three crewmen were wounded by sniper fire during one of the mined tank
recovery operations.

10, Viet Cong Box Score for Margh.

Co. B Co. B S}rd TkBn) Co, ©
14 24

V¢ KIA Confirmed 13
VC KIA Probsble 7 8 12
VC WIA Captured 11

11. Patrolling. Day and night patrols were scheduled around the Battalion
Commend Post. During March there were 22 ambush patrols and 13 reconn-
aissance patrols dispatched from the Battalion Command Post. Three day-
light OP's were mainteined on the Command Post Perimeter.

T
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SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT DATA

Part III

A, Significant Operations Conducted
B, Casualties Sustained

C. Civic Action

D, Administration

E. Personnel

F. Intelligence

Ge logistics
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SIGNIFICANT OPERAVIONS COLDUCTED

At 011615H a tank from the lst Flatoon, Company C, in support of the
1st Battalion, 1st Marines during Operation "lafayette", detonated a mine
in the vicinity of BT 095620. No one was injured, The tank sustained
light deamage to the right suspension system.

At 011845H the 3rd Platoon, Company B, in position at AT 934663 re-
ceived approximately 70 rounds of automatic weapons fire from the vicinity
of AT 929669. Tanks fired 50 rounds .50 Caliber and 550 rounds of 30
Caliber into the suspected enemy positions. Search of the area was made
and evidense of blood was found, Two Viet Cong KIA probable.

At 031300H the 3rd Platoon, Company B, in position at AT 946575 re-
ceived 250 rounds of automatic fire from the vicinity of AT 954656 and AT
957663. Tanks returned fire and subsequent search of the area revealed
evidence of blood. Four Viet Cong KIA confirmed.

At 040922H a tank from the 2nd Platoon, Company B in support of the
ond Battalion, 4th Marines during Operation "Gulf", detonated a mine at
AT 854850. Three tank crewmen were injured. One crewman was medevac to
15t Medical Battalion and two were non-medevac. Tank suffered moderate
damage.

At 051000H the 3rd Platoon Compeny B at AT 933667 received 150 rounds
of antomatic rifle fire from the vicinity of AT 935674. Tanks fired seven
rounds of 90mm HE. Search of the area revealed two Viet Cong KTA confirmed.

At O70800H a tank from the lst Platoon, Company C, in support of the
1gt Battalion, 1st Marines during Operation "Lafayette', initiated the fuse
of a mine at AT 108615, The mine failed to detonate. The mine consisted
of about 45 pounds of TNT, wrapped in plastic and placed in a 12" X 12"
wooden box and burried in sandy terrain, six inches below the surface.

The mine was turned over t2 the 3rd Battalion, lst Marines 5-2,

At 110700H a 1st Platoon, Company C tank in blocking position at BT
098635 observed three Viet Cong in two boats at BT 097638, The tank fired
five rounds of 90mm HE resulting in one boat destroyed, two Viet Cong KIA
confirmed and one Viet Cong KIA probable.

At 131700H a 1st Platoon, Company C tank in a blocking position at
BT 119619 observed one Viet Cong in the vicinity of BT 122618. The tank
fired two rounds of 90mm HE resulting in one Viet Cong KIA confirmed.

At 13203%0H a 3rd Platoon, Compeny B tank at AT 944704 in blocking
position at Tuy Loan Bridge observed severgl Viet Cong in the vicinity
of AT 944708. The Tenk fired five rounds of 90mm WP, one round of 90mm
HE and 150 rounds of .50 Caliber maclhine gun fire, A search of the area
revealed one Viet Cong KIA confirmed and two Viet Cong KIA probable,

DI
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At 161230H a tank from the 1lst Platoon, Company C at BT 129633
fired on several Viet Cong in boats in vieinity of BT 151634. The tank
fired eight rounds of 90mm HE resulting in two Viet Cong XIA confirmed,
one Viet Cong captured and two Viet Cong KIA probable.

. At 1614158 two tanks from the 2nd Platoon, Company B at AT 997576
were requested to fire into enemy position at AT 000579. The tank fired
five rounds of 90mm WP and one round of 90mm cannister resulting in two
Viet Cong KIA confirmed.

At 170955H a 2nd Platoon, Company ¢ tank in support of Company D,
lst Battalion, lst Marines detonated a mine at BT 065662, There was no
damage to the tank or personnel., The mine appeared to be a 105mm projec=
tile and was electrically detonated. The tank contimied on its mission.

At 221415H a tank from the 3rd Platoon Company C at BT 088670 ob-
served three Viet Cong at BT 082674. The tank fired three rounds of 90mm
HE resultins in one Viet Cong KIA confirmed.,

At 221300H a section of tanks from Company C at BT 132618 fired into
suspected enemy sniper positions at BT 1%32618. Tanks fired six rounds of
90mm HE and two rounds of 90mm WP. There was one USMC WIA non-medevac
resulting from flesh burns from the main gun. Search was not conducted
due to mission.

At 231210H a tank from the 2nd Platoon, Company C at BT 105628 while
in a blocking position observed three Viet Cong running at BT 104622. The
tank fired two rounds of 90mm HE resulting in one Viet Cong KI.. confirmed.

At 231345H a 2nd Platoon, Company ¢ tank at 066660 received sniper
fire from BI 068663, The tank fired two rounds of H0mm HE resulting in
one Viet Cong KIA confirmed.

At 231730H a Company B tank in support of Company F, 2nd Battalion,
5th Marines delivered fire on five Viet Cong at AT 851509. The tank fired
eight 90mm WP and five HE resulting in five Viet Cong KIA confirmed.

At 241100H & Company B tank in support of Company F, 2nd Battalion
5th Marines received sniper fire from the vicinity of AT 502867. The
tank fired two 90mm HE resulting in two Viet Cong KIA confirmed.

At 241930H two tanks from Company C observed three Viet Cong moving
ot AT 074635 and AT 071624, The tanks fired 150 rounds of .30 Caliber
and one round of 90mm HE resulting in one Viet Cong KI.. confirmed and
one Viet Cong KIA ¥robable.

At 171525H the 2nd Platoon, Company B at AT 998584 and AT 000582
observed enemy movement at AT 998596 and AT 003586« The tanks fired
nine rounds of 90mm HE resulting in five Viet Cong XIA confirmed.

L
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At 1810%0H a tank from the 1lst Platoon, Company B detonated a mine
at AT 873829, Two crewmen vere injured, one was medevac. The damage
to the tank was extensive. The mine was estimated to consist of 30
pounds of T™NT, The tank was retrieved to Hill 190.

At 191300H a section of tanks from the 2nd Platoon Company B at
coordinates AT 008583 and BT 009581 recieved small arms fire while on
patrol at AT 008592 and AT 999592, The tanks fired 19 rounds of 90mm HE
resulting in two Viet Cong KIA confirmed.

At 202145H a tank from the 3rd Flatoon, Company B at AT 926690 re-
ceived 100 rounds of small arms fire from AT 922689. The tank fired 400
rounds of .30 Caliber machine gun fire resulting in one Viet Cong KIA probable.

At 211424H a 2nd Platoon, Company B tank at BT 983583 received seve
eral sniper rounds resulting in one USMC WIA medevac. The tank fired
three rounds of 90mm HE, five rounds of M-79 and 35 rounds of small arms
fire with inconclusive results due to &a&rkness.

At 211755H a tank from #he 3rd Platoon, Company C at BT 084669 in
support of Company L, 3rd Battalion, lst Marines, located nine Viet Cong
at BT 084669, The tank fired five rounds of 90mm HE resulting in four
Viet Cong KIA confirmed and four Viet Cong XIA probable.

At 2513008 Company H, 2nd Battalion, 5th Harines requested tank
support at AT 925927 where they were engaged in a firefight with approx-
imately 50 Viet Cong positioned at AT 946524. The tanks fired 33 rounds
of 90mm HE and two rounds 90mm WP resulting in seven Viet Cong KIA confirmed
and eight Viet Cong KIA probable.

At 251930H & 2nd Platoon, Company C tank at BT 078602 observed fouxr
Viet Cong running in vicinity of BT 069602. The tank fired 11 rounds of
90mm HE resulting in two Viet Cong KIA confirmed and two Viet Cong KIA
p’ro'bable.

At 262100H a 3rd Platoon, Company B tank at AT 944705 observed 2
boat and one Viet Cong at AT 940707. The tank illuminated the target
and fired 300 rounds of .30 caliber resulting in one Viet Cong KIA probable.

At 271800H a 2nd Platoon Company B tank moving into position at AT
992578 detonated a mine, resulting in moderate damage to the suspension

system and one USCH WIA non-medevac.

At 271830H a 2nd Platoon Company C tank in a blocking position at
BT 174598 observed three Viet Cong running across their front in the vic-
inity of BT 07160l. The tank fired 2 rounds of 90mm HE resulting in one
Viet Cong XIA confirmed, one Viet Cong KIA probable and one Viet Cong
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At 300900H a reconnassiance patrol of combined HES Company Marines
and Popular Forces conducted a patrol of the Southern Sector of the lst
Division TACR. The petrol resulted in one ARVN deserter apprehended and
turned over to local authorities.

At 300900H a 2nd Platcon Company B 3rd Tank Battalion detonated a
mine at AT 984383. There were no casualties vut extensive damage was
done to the suspension system.

At 301515H at Company B tanks in support of the recovery of a mined
tank detonated a mine at AT 984583 resulting in no casualties and light
demage to the tank.

At 302210 a lst Platoon Tank, Company B at AT 899821 received four
rounds of small arms fire from the vicinity of AT 896824, The tank fired
30 rounds of 90mm HE resulting in one Viet Conz KIA confirmed and one U.S.
carbine captured.

At 301600H a tank recovery vehicle from Company B 3rd Tank Battalion
at AT 984583 received sniper fire from the vicinity of AT 928587 resulting
in three WIA USMC. Two of the WIA's were medevac, one was non-pedevac. Tank
security vehicles fired 37 rounds of 90mm HE and 3000 rounds of .30 caliber
at suspected enemy positions in order to secure landing zone for medevacs.

At 301315H @& section of Company C tanks at AT BT 057637 observed
several Viet Cong wearing green and Black uniforms crossing the river at
BT 058628 and BT 060615. Tanks fired 10 rounds of 90mm HE resulting in
caven Viet Cong KTA confirmed and one Viet Cong KIA probable.

At 311645H a flame tank attached to Company B detonated a mine at
AT 958671 resulting in extensive demage to the right suspension system,
There were three USMC WIA, one of which was medevac.

At 311705H a 3rd Flatoon, Company L section of tanks in support of
Company @, 2nd Battalion, 4th liarines on a relief mission at AT 958677
received undetermined amount of automatic fire from the vicinity of AT
957681, Tanks fired 112 rounds of 90mmHE and 1950 rounds of .30 Laliber
resulting in two Viet Cong KIA probable.

At 312300H a Company B tank on a night patrol was fired on at AT
923674 with an undetermined amount of small arms fire coming from the vie-
inity of AT 921673. The tank fired four rounds of 90mm WP, two rounds
of 90mm HE and 500 rounds of .30 caliber resulting in four Viet Cong
KIA confirmed and the capture of one 8lmm mortar, one .52 caliber pistol,
three chioom grenades and various documents.
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CASUALLIES SUSTAINZD

During the month of March this Battalion had eight Marines medically
evacuated. During the month of March this Battalion hed 17 Marines med-
ically evacuated for non-battle reasonse
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